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FAIRY TALES. 


The STORY of FORTUNIO, 
THE 


FORTUNATE KNIGHT. 


\s 


HET. Z once reigned a powerful King, who 

was a Prince of great clemency, and very 
well beloved by his ſubjects ; but being engaged. 
in a war with an Emperor, whoſe name was Ma- 
tapa, a neighbouring and potent Prince, after ſe- 
veral battles, the Emperor at laſt ga ined an entire 
and ſignal victory. The King had moſt of his of- 
ficers and ſoldiers killed, or taken priſoners, and 
the Emperor ſoon after beſieged his capital town, 
and tock it; by which means he became maſter of 
all the treaſures. The King had much ado to 
eſcape himſelf, with the Queen Dowager, his ſiſter, 
who was young, beautiful, and witty, but withal 
proud, haſty, and difficult of acceſs. The Em- 
peror tranſported all his jewels and rich ſurniture 
to his own palace, and took a great number of 
young damfels, horſes, and whatever might be 
uſeful and agreeable to him; and when he had de- 
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* The Srokw of Fox roxio. 
pulated the greateſt part of the kingdom, re- 


turned in triumph home, where he was received 


by the Empreſs and the Princeſs his daughter, 
with all the joy imaginable; while the dethroned 
King endured, with the utmoſt impatience, his 
misfortunes. He aſſembled what troops he had 
left, formed a ſmall party, and to augment it 
as ſoon as poſſible, publiſhed an ordinance, re- 
quiring all gentlemen, who were his ſubjects, 
either to come and ſerve him in their own proper 
perſons, or to ſend one of their ſons well mount» 
ed and armed. . 

There lived on the frontiers an old Lord, who 
had ſeen full fourſcore years, and was a man of 


extraordinary parts, but had partaken ſo much of 


the frowns of fortune; that he was very much re- 
duced, and had bore all his ill fortune with more 
patience, had not three beautiful daughters ſhared 


it with him. But as they were women of good 


ſenſe, they never murmured at their misfortunes, 
but rather, when they ſpoke, comfort-d their fa- 


ther, than added to his afflictions. In this man- 
ner they lived with him in an old country-houſe, 
free from ambition, when this ordinance reached 


the old gentleman's ears; who called his daugh- 


tels, and, with a countenance that diſcovered the 


grief of his mind, ſaid to them, What ſhall 
* we do? The King has ordered all perſons of Di- 
ſtinction in his dominions to ſerve him againſt 
* the Emperor, or pay ſuch a fine, which I am 
not able to do; and theſe extremities will either 
* coſt me my life, or be our ruin.“ His three 
daughters were as much concerned as himſelf at this 
news, but yet deſired him not to be diſheaitened, 
lince they were perſuaded ſome remedy might be 
found out. The next day, the eldeſt went to her 
father, as he was walking melancholy in his little 
orchard, and ſaid to him, I come, my Lord, 
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to entreat you to let me go to the army ; Iam of 
an advantageous height enough, and robuſt: I 
„will dreſs myſelf in mens cloaths, and paſs ſor 

* your ſon: If I do no heroic actions, I ſhall 
6 however fave you a journey or the tax, which 


is a great deal in our circumſtances.“ The 


Count embraced her tenderly, and at firſt oppoſed 
ſo extraordinary a deſign; but ſhe repreſented to 
him, with great firmneſs of mind, that there was 
no other expedient, and thereby got his conſent. 
Her father provided cloaths and arms for her, 
and gave her the beſt of four horſes, which he 
kept to go to plow and cart; and after the moſt 
tender farewel on both Giles, ſhe ſet out on her 
journey, After ſome days travel, as ſhe paſſed 
by a large meadow, beſet with a quickſet hedges 
ſhe ſaw a ſhepherdeſs very much grieved, who was 
endeavouring to pull a ſheep out of a ditch: * What 
* are you doing there ſhepherdneſs? (ſaid ſhe) *A- * 


© las! (replied the ſhepherdeſs) Iam ſtriving to ſave 


' 2 ſheep that is almoſt drowned, and am ſo weak, 
that I cannot draw him out,” ] pity you (aid 
ihe) and, without offering her aſſiſtance, rid away. 
Whereupon the ſhepherdeſs cr12d out, Good-bye, 
> diſguiſed fair.“ Which put our heroine into an 
* inexpreſſible ſurpriſe, * How is it poſſible, (ſaid 
ſhe to herſelf) * that I ſhould be known? This old 
© ſhepherdelſs has but juſt ſet eyes on me, and 
has diſcovered what I am; what ihall I do? I 
* ſhall be known to all the world, and how aſhamed 
© and vexed ſhall I be, if the King ſhould find me 
© out! He will think my father a coward, that 
* durſt not expoſe himſelf to danger,” At laſt ſhe 
concluded to go home again. 

The Count and his daughters were talking of 
her, and reckoning how long ſhe had been gone, 
when they ſaw her come in, who told them! her Ad- 
venture. The good old Count ſaid it was nothing 
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but what he ſoreſaw; that if ſhe would have taken 
his advice, the had not gone, becauſe he thought 
it impoſhble but ſhe muſt be diſcovered. This 
little family was embarraſſed again, when the ſe- 
cond daughter ſaid to her father, I am not ſur- 
« priſed that my ſiſter ſhould be diſcovered, ſince 
© the ne ver was on horſeback before; but for my 

part, if you will let me'go in her Bead, I dare 

* promiſe, you ſhall not need to repent it.' It was 
in vain for the old Count to refule her; he was 
forced to conſent, and ſhe took other cloaths and 
arms, and another horſe; and when ſhe was thus 
equipped, embraced her father and {iſters, and re- 
ſolved to ſerve the King: but as ſhe paſſed by the 
ſame meadow, ſhe ſaw the ſame ſhepherdeſs draw- 
ing a ſheep out of a deep ditch, who cried out, 
« Unfortunate wretch that 1 am, to loſe half my 
Bock in this manner; if any body would help 
me, I might ſave this poor creature.“ What! 
* ſhepherdels (cried out this ſecond daughter) do 
vou take no better care of yeur {ncep, than to let 
them fall into the water ?” Then ſpur'd on her 
horſe, and rid away. * Farewel, ditguiſed fair, 


(cried the old woman to her) Which words were. 


no fmall afflict ion to cur Amazon. * How unſor- 
«* tunate (ſaid ſhe) is it to te thus known: I have 
no better luck than my ſiſter It will be ridicu- 
* lous for me to go to the army with ſuch an 
« efſeminate air. Ihereupen ſhe returned home 
very much vexed at her bad ſucceſs, = 
The old Count received her with a great deal of 
tenderneſs, and commended her prudency, but 
could not help being chagrined at the ex pence he 
had been at of two ſuits of cloaths and other things, 
though he concealed it as much as poilible from his 
daughters. At laſt the youngeſt daughter deſired 
him, with the molt preſſing nee to give her 
leave, as he had done both her filters. Perhaps 
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(ſaid ſhe) © you may think it preſumption in me 


* to think to ſucceed better than they, vet I deſire 
I may try; I am ſomewhat taller than they; 


you know I have been uſed to hunting, which 


© exerciſe bears ſo parallel with war; and my 
great deſire to comfort you in your misfortunes, 
will inſpire me with an extraordinary courage,” 
As the Count loved this daughter better than the 
other two, becauſe ſhe always took moſt care of 
him, and read to divert him, and killed game for 
him; he uſed all the arguments he was maſter of, 
to diſſuade her from her deſign. If you leave 
me, my dear child (ſaid he) your abſence will 


be my death; for ſhould fortune favour you in 


* your undertaking, and you ſhould return crown- 
ed with laurels, I ſhall not have the pleaſure of 
« ſeeing it, ſince Jam in ſo advanced an age.” 
No, Father (faid ſhe) do not think the time long, 
the war muſt ſoon be at an end; and if I find 
out any other way to fulfil the King's orders, I 
will not neglect it: For [can aſſure you, if my 
abſence is a trouble to you, it is no leſs to me.“ 
By theſe words ſhe at laſt perſuaded him into a 
conſent; and after that made up a plain ſuit of 
cloaths, for her ſiſters had exhauſted the old 
Count's treaſures too much for her to have any 
better; and was forced to take up with one of the 
worſt horſes, becauſe the others were lamed: but 
all this could not diſcourage her: She embraced 
her father, aſked his bleſſing, and after ſhedding 
{ome tears with him and her ſiſters, ſet forwards 
on her journey, 

As ſhe went by the ſame meadow, ſhe ſaw the 
old ſhepherdeſs endeavouring to pull the ſheep 
out of a ditch, - What are you doing there, 
* Shepherdeſs? (ſaid ſhe.) I have been doing, Sir, 
{replied the old woman) till I can do no longer: 
1 have been ever ſince the break of day ſtriving 
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to get this ſheep out, and all to no purpoſe; ani 
] am fo weary Ican ſcarce ſtand: There is never 
a day paſſes over my head but ſome misfortune 
* attends me, aud no body will help me.“ In- 
«* deed I pity you (faid our young warrior) and 
to {hew it the more, will aſſiſt you.“ Thereupon 
alighted from' ker horſe, and jumping over the 


. hedge, the went into the ditch, where ſhe worked 


till the got this favourite ſheep out. Do not cry, 
* ſhepherdeis (ſaid ſhe) here is vour ſheep; and 
« conſidering the time he has lain in the water, 
* heis very britk, * You {hall not find me un- 


_ * grateful, charming maid (ſaid the ſhepherdeſs) I 


know where you are going and all your deſigns; 
* Your lifters paſſed by this meadow. I knew them 
and their thoughts; but they were ſo hard- 
* hearted and unkind, that I found the means to 
« prevent their journey; but for your part, you 
s {hall find it otherwiſe, I ama Fairy, and have 
a great inclination to reward thoſe that are de- 
© fefving, That horſe you ride is but a poor ſorry. 
one, I will give you a better.“ Thereupon ſtrik - 
ing the ground with her crook, our warrior heard 
whinnying behind a holt of trees, and preſently 
faw a beautiful horſe galloping about the meadow, 
The Fairy called this courſer to her, and touching 
him with her crook, ſaid, faithful Comrade, be ac- 
coutered finer than the beſt horſe of the Emperor 
Metapa; and immediately Comrade had on a 
ſaddle and houſing of green velvet embroidered 


with diamonds, a bridle ſtrung with pearls, with 


boſſes and bit of gold, 

What you ſee (ſaid the Fairy) is the leaſt thing 
you ought to admire this horſe for; he has a 
great many rare qualities which I will inform 
«you of, Firſt, he eats but once in eight days: 
and then he knows what is paſt, preſent, and to 


come: For I have had him à long time, and 


brought. 
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brought him up to my hand. When you want to 
be informed of any thing, or are at a loſs for 
« advice, you muſt addreſs yourſelf to him, and 
« muſt look on him more like your friend than a 
* horle. Beſides, I do not like your habit, I will 
give you one ſhall pleaſe you better.” Then 
ſtriking on the ground with her crook, there aroſe 
up à turkey leather trunk, adorned with nails ef 
gold; the Fairy looked on the graſs for the key 
which opened it: It was lined with Spaniſh lea- 
ther embroidered, and contained a dozen complete 
ſuits of clothes, with dozens of all appurtenan- 
ces, as ſwords, linen, &c. The cloaths were {o 
rich with embroidery and diamonds, that our Ama- 
zon could hardly lift them. The Fairy bid her 
chuſe which ſhe liked beſt, and told her the re 
ſhould follow her wherever ſhe went; and that ſhe 
needed but to ſtamp with her foot, and call for her 
Turkey-leather trunk, and it ſhould come to her 
full of money and jewels, or full of fine linen and 
laces, which ſhe called for, either into her cham- 
ber or in the field. * But, (faid the Fairy) you 
* muſt make choice of ſome name agreeable to 
* your profeſſion ; and I think you may call your 


ſelf Fortunio: Beſides, I think it not improper 


* you ſhould know me in my own perſon,” At that 
very moment ſhe caſt off her old ſkin, and appear- 
ed ſo beautiful that ſhe dazzled the eyes of our 
young heroine, Her habit was blue velvet lined 
with ermine, her hair was platted with pearls, and 
on her head ſtood a ſtately crown. Our young 
warrior was fo tranſported with admiration, ſhe 
caſt herſelf at her feet, ſo great was her acknow- 
ledgment. The fairy raiſed her up, and embraced 
ber tenderly, and bid her take a habit of gold 
and green brocade, which ſhe accordingly obeyed, 
and mounted her horſe, continued on her journey, 
{o penetrated with the extraordinary fortune ſhe 
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wet with, that ſhe could think of nothing elſe. 


She examined with herſelf by what good fortune 
ſne had gained the good-will of ſo powerful a 


Fairy; for ſaid ſhe to herſelf, She could with one 


« ſtroke of her wand have drawn out, without 
« my affiſtance, a whole flock from the center of 
the earth. It was fortunate for me I was ſo 
« ready to oblige her; ſhe knew the ſentiments of 
my heart, and approved of them, If my fa- 
« ther ſaw me now ſo rich, and in all this mag- 
nificence, how overjoyed would he be, and how 
« weil pleaſed ſhould I be to have my family par- 

* takers with me?” 5 
As ſhe made an end of theſe reflections, ſhe ar- 
rived at a great city, and drew on her the eyes 
of all the people, who followed and crowded about 
her, ſaying, they never ſaw ſo fine and handſome 
a knight, and ſo graceful an horſe before. She 
had all manner of reſpects paid to her, which ſhe 
returned with all imaginable givility. As ſoon as 
the came to an inn, the governor who had ſeen her 
as he was walking out, and admired her, and ſent 
a gentleman to deſire her to accept of an apart- 
ment in his caſtle. Fortunio, for ſo we muſt call 
her, anſwered, that as he had not the honour to 
de known to him, he would not take that freedom, 
but would come and pay his reſpects to him; but 
withal deſired he would let him have a truſty ſer- 
vant to ſend to his father; which the Governor 
did inſtantly, and our knight deſired him to come 
again that night, becauſe his diſpatches were not 
ready. He ſhut himſelf up faſt in his charnber, 
then ſtamping with his foot, and calling for the 
Turkey leather trunk full of diamonds and 
piſtoles, it appeared that moment: but then he 
was at a loſs for the key, and knew not where ta 
find it, and thought with himſelf it would be a 
thouſand pitics to break open a trunk ſo curiouſly 
wrought 
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wrought and to have ſo much riches expoſed to the 
indiſcretion or knavery of a lockſmith, that 
might talk publicly of them, and by that means 
inform all robbers of it. What uſe are theſe 
£ favours of, (Fortunio cried) ſince I can neither 


>  $ enjoy them myſelf nor let my father receive any 


benefit from them? Then muſing and walking 
about, he remembered he ſhould conſult his horſe : 
away he goes to the ſtable, and whiſpered ſoftly 
to him, * Pray, Comrade, tell me where I ſhall 
find the key of the Turkey-leather trunk.” *In 
my ear, (anſwered he) The knight looked in 
his ear and ſaw a green ribbon, by which he 
pulled out the key. He opened the trunk, and 
filled three little cheſts full of diamonds as pif- 
toles, one for his father, and two for his ſiſters, 
and ſent the governor's man with them, deſiring 
him not to ftop night nor day, till he arrived at 
the old Count's. When the meſſenger told him 
he came from his fon the knight, and brought him 
a very heavy cheſt; he was very much ſurpriſed 
at what it could contain, for he knew he had ſo 
little money when he ſet out, that he could not buy 
any thing, nor pay the perſon for bringing his pre- * 
ſent. Firſt he opened his letter, and when he ſaw 
what his dear daughter had ſent him, he was ready 
to die for joy: The ſight of the jewels and gold, 
made good her words: but what was moſt extra- 
ordinary, when the two liſters opened their cheſts, 
there were nought but cut glaſs and falſe piſtoles 5 
ſo unwilling was the Fairy that they ſhould receive 
any favours from her: inſomuch that they thought 
their ſiſter mocked them, and thereupon conceived 
an inexpreffible hatred againſt her. The Count 
ſeeing them ſo angry, gave them a great many of 
the jewels; but as ſoon as ever they touched them, 
they changed like the reſt, by which they knew 
ſome unknown power acted againſt them, and beg- 
ged of their Father to keep them to himſelf. 
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Fortunio never ſaid for the return of the meſſen- 
ger, ſo ſhort was the time limited to obey the 
King's edict in, but went and took his leave of 
the governor. The whole city. was aſſembling 
together to ſee him: his perſon and all his actions 
had ſomewhat ſoengaging in them, that they could 
not but love and admire him, He never ſpoke, but 
they expreſſed a pleaſure at every word; and the 
crowd was ſo great, that he who had been uſed all 
his life-time to the country, knew not what it 
was owing to. Aſter all civilities paid and re- 
ceived, he ſet forward on his journey, and was 
entertained moſt agreeably by his horſe, who told 
him of a great many remarkable things both in old 
and modern hiſtories, until they arrived at a vaſt 
foreſt; when Comrade ſaid to the knight, *Maſter, 
there lives here a man who may be of great uſe 
to us: He is a wood-man, and one who is giſt- 
ed,” What do you mean by that,” (interrupted 
* the knight. * One (faid the horſe) who is en- 
* dowed by fairies with ſome rare qualities: 
therefore we muſt engage him to go along with 
* us.” At that inſtant they came to the place 
where the wood-man was at work, The young 
knight approached him with a ſweet and pleaſant 
air, and aſked him ſeveral queſtions about the 
place where they were; whether there were any 
wild beaſts in the foreſt, and if people were al- 
lowed to hunt them; To which the woodman re- 
turned him very ſuitable anſwers. Then he aſked 
him who helped him. to fell ſo many trees; he an- 
ſwered, he had felled them all himfelf; and that 
it was the work only of ſome few hours; and that 
he muſt fell a few more to make a little burden, 
What (ſaid the knight) do you pretend to carry 
all this wood to day.“ O Sir, (ſaid Stong- 
* back, which was his name) I am extraordinary 
' ftrong,” Then (ſaid Fortunio) your.gain 
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. be great.“ Very little (replied the wood-man) 
* we are very poor in this place; and every one 
does his own work.” Since it is ſo (added the 
knight) * come along with me, and you ſhall want 
nothing; and when you have a mind to go home 
L 2 I will give you money to defray your ex- 

© pences.” Which propoſal he approved of, and 
leſt his wedges and other tools, and followed his 
new maſter. 

When he had croſſed the foreſt, he ſaw a man 
in the plain, holding in his hands ribbons, with 
which he tied his legs, leaving one would think 
or imagine, ſcarce liberty enough to walk. Com- 
rade ſtopped, and ſaid to his maſter, This is an 
other gifted man; you will have occaſion for him, 
therefore take him along with you.“ At that 
the fortunate knight advanced towards him with 
his natural gracefulneſs, and aſked him why he 
tied his legs ſo; O, (anſwered he) I am pre- 

* pairingdor a hunt.” How (ſaid the knight, 
* ſmiling) do you pretend to run beſt when you are 
* fettered?” No, Sir (replied he) I do not pre- 
tend to run ſo faſt, but that is not my intention: 
there are neither ſtags nor hares, but what F 
* out-run when my legs are at liberty; ſo that by 
* always out-going them they eſcape, and 1 ſel- 
dom catch them. * You ſeem to me a very ex- 
* traordinay man (ſaid the knight) what is your 
* name?” Lightfoot (replied he) and I am very 
* well known in this country.“ If you would ſee 
© another (added our hero). I ſhould be glad your 
* would go with me; 1 will uſe you very kindly.” 
Which offer, Lightfoot, as he lived but indifferent- 
ly, accepted of with thanks, and followed the for- 


tunate knight. 


The next day he met with a man by a marſh 
fide, binding his eyes. The horſe ſaid to his 
maſter, 1 would adviſe os Sir, to take this 
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man into your Service.” Fortunio aſked him 
what made him bind his eyes; to which he an- 
{wered, that he ſaw too clearly; that he could ſee 
game above four leagues; and that he never ſhot 
but he killed always more than he deſired; that 
he was forced to bind his eyes, leſt he ſhould de- 
{troy all the partridges, pheaſants, &c. in the 


country. * You are a notable man (replied For- 


tunio) what is your name? * They call me the 
Markſman, (anſwered he) and I would not leave 
off that employ for any thing in the world.” 
However (ſaid the knight) I have a great deſire 
* to propoſe to you to travel along with me; it 
« ſhall not hinder you from exerciſing your talent.” 
The Markſman raiſed ſome objections, and the 
knight found it harder to get his conſent than any 
of the reſt: for theſe ſort of people are generally 
great lovers of liberty: However he brought it 
about and they all left the marſh together. 
After ſome days journey they came by a long 
meadow, where they ſaw a man laid all cn one 
{ide upon the ground. Maſter (ſaid Comrade) 
this is a gifted man, who will, I foreſee, be very 
* neceſſary to you.” Fortunio went into the mea- 
dow, and defired to know what he was doing. I 
want ſome ſimples (anſwered he) and I am liſt- 
* ening to the graſs that is growing, to know if 
there are any ſuch as TI want coming up. What 
* ſaid the knight) is your ear ſo quick as to hear 
* the graſs grow, and know what will come up?” 
Les, (replied he) and for that reaſon I am called 
Fine-Ear.“ Well, Fine-Ear (ſaid Fortunio) have 
you an inclination to follow me? I will give you 
* good wages; you ſhall have no reaſon to com- 
* plain.” This propoſal was ſo agreeable to him, 
he without any manner of heſitation added himſelf 
to increaſe their number. 
The knight purſuing his travels, ſaw by a great 
| Road 
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Road ſide a man whoſe cheeks were ſo blown up, 
that he repreſented the picture of Eolus; He was 
ſtanding with his face towards a high hill, about 
two leagues off, on which there ſtood fifty or ſixty 
windmills, The horſe faid ta his maſter, © There 
_ © js another of our gifted men ; do what you can 
to take him along with you,” Fortunio, who was 
as engaging in his perſon as ſpeech, accoſted him, 
aſked him, what he was doing there, I am 
© blowing a little, Sir, (anſwered he) to ſet thoſe 
« mills at work.“ You ſeem too far off (faid the 
* knight) * On the contrary (replied the blower) 
] am too nigh; if I did not hold in my breath, 
6 I ſhould overturn the mills, and perhaps the 
hill itſelf; ſo that by this means I often do a 
great deal of miſchief againſt my will. I will 
« tell you, Sir, I was once in love, and very ill 
* uſed by my miſtreſs, and as I ſighed in the. 
woods, my ſighs tore up trees by their roots, 
* and made ſuch a havock, that in this country | 
they call me the Boiſterer,” If you are trouble- 
* ſome to them (ſaid Fortunio) go along with me ; 
© here are thoſe that will bear vou company, who 
© have each of them extraordinary talents, I 
have a natural curioſity (replied the Boiſterer) 
and on that condition accept ef your offer.” 
Every thing ſucceeding thus to Fortunio's de- 
fire, he leſt this place, and aſter croffing a thick 
incloſed country, ſaw a large lake into which ſeve- 
ral ſprings diſcharged their waters; and by its 
lide a man who looked very earneſtly at him. 
* Sir (ſaid Comrade to his maſter) this man is 
wanting to compleat your equipage; it would be 
* well if you could engage him to follow you.” 
The knight went to him and ſaid, * Pray, friend, 
© what are you doing there?” * You ſhall fee, Sir, 
* (anſwered the man) as ſoon as this lake is full, 
I will drink it up at one draught ; for I am very 
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dry, though I have emptied it twice already,” 
Accordingly he ſtooped down, and left ſcarce 
enough for the leaſt fiſh to ſwim in. Fortunio 
and his troop were all very much ſurpriſed, 
What, (ſaid he) are you always thus thirſty ?” 
© No, (ſaid the water-drinker) only after eating 


* © ſalt meat, or upon a wager. I am known by 


the name of Tippler.“ Come along with me, 
« 'Tippler, (ſaid the knight) and you ſhall tipple 
wine, which you will like better than this water,” 
This promiſe carried too great a temptation with 
it for Tippler to withſtand, who immediately got 
up, and followed them, ; 

The knight had got within ſight of the place of 
randezyous, where they were all to aſſemble, 
when he perceived a man who eat ſo greedily, that 
though he had ſixty thouſand loaves of bread before 
him, he ſeemed reſolved not to leave one bit. 
Comrade ſaid to his maſter, * Sir, you only want 
this man; pray engage him to go with you.” 
Upon which the knight made up to him, and 
ſmiling, ſaid, * Are you reſolved to eat up all this 
« bread at your breakfaſt?” * Yes (replied he) and 
* am vexed to {ee ſo little: Theſe bakers are a 
lazy fort of people, who care not if one was 
* ſtarved,” If you eat as much every day (added 
* Fortunio) you are able to cauſe a famine in the 
country of the world.” O! Sir, (replied Grugeon, 
which was his name, and which ſignifies a great 
eater) * I ſhould be ſorry to have ſo great a 
* ſtomach, ſince neither what I could get myſelf, 
nor what my neighbours had, would ſatisfy me: 
indeed, ſometimes I am glad to regale myſelf 
* after this manner.” Well, Grugeon (ſaid the 
* knight) if you will follow me, you {hall not want 
* for good cheer, nor repent your chuling me for 
your maſter,” Comrade, whoſe ſenſe and fore-. 


* light were of great ſervice to our knight, told 


him, 
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him, it would be proper that he forbid his attend- 
ants from boſting of their extraordinary gifts; 
which he failed not to do, and each of them ſwore- 
they would punctually obey his commands. Seon 
after the knight, whoſe beauty and good mien far 
exceeded. the richneſs of his habit, entered the 
capital city, mounted on his excellent horſe, and 
followed by his ſeven attendants, for whom he pro- 
vided rich liveries, laced with gold, and good: 
horſes; and going to the beſt inn, ſtayed there till 
the day appointed for the review; all which time 
he was the ſubject of the diſcourſe of the whole 
city, inſomuch that the king hearing of him, had 
a great deſire to ſee him. 

The troop aſſembled. on a large plain,. the king. 
and his liſter, the queen Dowager, came to review 
them. She abated in no wiſe her pomp and ſtate, 
nothwithſtanding the troubles of the kingdom; 
but dazzled. Fortunio's eyes. with the riches with, 
which ſhe was adorned; whoſe beauty had the 
ſame effect upon that noble train, as her magni- 
ficence had on him. Every body enquired who that 
handſome young knight was; and the king him- 
ſelf, as he paſſed by, made a fign for him to come. 
to him. Fortunio alighted from off his horſe, to 
make the king a low bow, but at the ſame time: 
could not forbear bluſhing, ſeeing him look fo. 
earneſtly at him, which gave a great luſture to his 
complexion. * I ſhould be glad (ſaid the king), 
to know who ycu are, and your name; Sir, (an- 
© {wered he) I am called Fortunio, though I have 
no reaſon to bear that name, ſince my father is 
* an old count that lives. on the frontiers; who, 
though he is a man of birth, has no eſtate.” 
Though fortune may have proved unkind hither- 
to, anſwered rhe king) {he has made amends, 
by bringing you hither.” I have a particular af- 
« ſection for you, and remember that your father. 
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© did mine ſome fignal ſervices, which J will re- 
© compence in you.“ It is juſt you ſhould (ſaid 
the Queen Dowager, who had not yet opened her 
lips: And as I am older than you, brother, I re- 
* member more particularly than you do, what 
great things the old count performed in the ſer- 
vice of his country; therefore I deſire I may 
have the care of the preferment of this young 
6 knight.” 

Fortunio, overjoyed at this reception, could not 
thank the king and queen enough, and durſt not 
enlarge too much on the ſentiments of his ac- 
knowledzment, thinking it more reſpectful to hold 
his tongue, than to ſpeak too much, though what 
he did fay was ſo proper and well adapted, that 
every one commended him. Afterwards he mount- 
ed his horſe again, and mixed among the Lords 
and gentlen:en who attended on the king ; when 
the Queen calling him often aſked him queſtions, 
and turning herſelf towards Florida, who was her 
confident, ſaid to her foftly, What do you think 
of this young ſpark ? can there be a more noble 
© air, and more regular features? I muſt confeſs, 
I never in my lite ſaw any thing more lovely.” 
Florida's ſentiments differed not from her miſ- 
treſs's; ſhe praiſed him even to exaggeration. 
Our knight could not forbear caſting his eyes often 
on the king, who was not only a handſome prince, 
but in all his ways was engaging; and our female 
warrior, though ſhe had changed her habit, had 
not renounced her ſex, but was ſenſible of his 
merit. The king told Fortunio after the review, 
that he was afraid the war would be very bloody, 
therefore he was reſolved always to keep him nigh 
his own perſon. The Queen Dowager, who was 
then by, ſaid, ſhe was juſt thinking that he ought 
not to be expoſed to the dangers of a long cam- 
paign, and that as the place of a ſteward of her 
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houſhold was vacant, ſhe would give it to him. 
No, (ſaid the king) I will make him maſter of 


the horle to myſelf,” Thus they diſputed who 


ſhould preſer Fortunio; when the queen, fearing 
leſt ſhe {ſhould too much betray the fecret emotions 
of her heart, yielded to the king. | | 
There was never a day but Fortunio called for 
his turkey-leather trunk, and took a new dreſs; 
by which means he appeared more magnificent 
than all the princes of the court; inſomuch that 
the queen aſked him often how his father could 
afford to be at ſo vaſt an expence? Sometimes ſhe 
bantered him, and ſaid, * Come, confeſs, truly 
* you have a miſtreis, who {ſupports you in all this 
+ linery,' Upon which Fortunio would bluſh, and 
excuſe himielf the beſt he could, He acquitted 
himſelf admirably well in his poſt, and his heart, 
which was ſenſible of a tenderneſs for the king, 
attached him more to his perſon than he wiſhed to 
be. What is my fate, (ſaid our knight) I love 
a great and powerful king, without any hopes of 
© the like return, or that he {ſhould have any re- 
* gard for the pains I endure?” The king loaded 


him with his favours; he thought nothing well 


done, but what was done by the handſome knight, 
and the queen, deceived by his habit, thought 
ſeriouſly of marrying him; but the inequality of 
their birth was the only obſtacle that ſtood in her 
way. Neither was ſhe the only perſon that was 
taken with the beautiful Fortunio, all the fine la- 
dies of the court ſighed for him. He was con- 
tinually peſtered with tender letters, appointments 
for rendezvouſes, preſents, and a thouſand other 
gallantries: which he anſwered with all imagina- 


ble indifference, which made them ſuſpect he had 


left a miſtreſs behind him in his own country, 
At all tournaments he won the prize, and in 
1 5 hunting 
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hunting or any other ſport, killed more game 
than all the company belides, and danced at all 
balls more gracefully than all the courtiers; in 
ſhort, he charmed ail who ſaw or heard him, 

The queen, that ſhe might not be obliged to de- 
clare her ſentiments to him herſelf, charged Flori- 
da, to let him underſtand, that fuch marks of 
bounty from a young queen ought not to be ſo 
- careleſsly received. Florida, who had not been able 
to avoid the fate of moſt that had ſeen this knight, 

was very much embarraſſed with this commiſhon ; 
he appeared too lovely in her eyes, for her to think 
of preferring her miſtreſs's intereſt before her on; 
mſpmuch that whenever the queen gave her an 
' Opportunity of diſcourſing with him, inſtead of 
Tpeaking of the beauty and great qualifications of 
that princeſs, ſhe told him how ill-humoured ſhe 
was, how much her woman endured with her; 
how unjuſt ſhe was, and the ill uſe ſhe made of 
the great power ſhe had uſurped; and at laſt, com- 
paring ſentiments, ſaid, * Though I was not born 
to be a queen, I ought to have been one, ſince I 
© have a great and generous ſoul, that induces mg 
to do good to every body. O! (continued ſhe) 
was I in that high ſtation, how happy would I 
make the charming Fortunio! he ſhould love me 
out of gratitude, if he could not love me through 
inclination.' 

The young knight was entirely at a loſs, and 
knew not what anſwer to make, but ever after 
earefully avoided having any private diſcourſe with 
her; while the impatient queen never failed to aſk 
Florida how far ſhe had wrought on Fortunio, who 
ſaid to her, He is, Madam, ſo timorous, that he 
* will not believe any thing that I tell him favoura- 
bly from you, or pretends not to believe it, be- 
* cauſe he is engaged in ſome other paſſion. I 
believe ſo too, ſaid the alarmed queen) but 1s 
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it poſſible his love ſhould hold out againſt his 
£ zmbition?* And can you, Madam (replied 
Florida) bear the thoughts of owning his heart to 
your crown? ought a princeſs ſo young and 
beautiful as you are, to have recourſe to a dia- 
s dem?” Les, to every thing, (cried the queen) 
* when it is to ſubdue a rebellious heart.“ By this 
Florida knew very well that it was impoſſible to 
cure her mifireſs of her paſſion. The queen 
waited every day for ſome happy effect from the 
cares of her confident; but the ſmall progreſs ſhe 
made on Fortunio obliged her to find out other 
ways to diſcourſe with him. As ſhe knew that he 
went early every morning into a little wood, into 
which the windows of her apartment looked ; ſhe 
aroſe with the morning, and looking out ſhe per- 
ceived him walking in a careleſs melancholy air, 
and calling Florida, ſaid to her, What you told 
me appears but too true; Fortunio, without diſ- 
pute, is in love with ſome lady, either in this 
© court, or in his own country : Obſerve but the 
© \adneſs which hangs on his face.” I have taken 


© notice of it in all the coverſation I had with him. 
© (replied Florida) therefore, Madam, it would be 


well if you could forget him, It is now too 
© late, (cried the queen, fetching a deep ſigh) but 
if he goes into that green arbour, we will go to 
him.“ Florida durſt in no wiſe offer to oppoſe 
the queen, though ſhe had a great delire to it; 
for ſhe was cruelly afraid ſhe ſhould be loved by 
Fortunio, knowing a rival of her rank to be always 
dangerous. When the queen came within ſome 
{mall diſtance of the arbour, ſhe heard the knight, 


whoſe voice was very agreeable, ling theſe words: 


In vain, ſoft eaſe, the love-toſs'd heart purſues, 
_ Ev'n in poſſeſſion of the long ſought joy, 
| | We, 
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We tod the bounteous God of half his dues, 
And future ſears the preſent blifs deſtroy, 


Fortunio made theſe lines, with relation to the 
ſentiment wherewith the young king had inſpired 
her, the favours ſhe had received from that prince, 
and the apprehenſions ſhe was under, leſt ſhe 


 Thould be known, and be forced to leave a court, 


which ſhe choſe to live in ſooner than any other 
place in the world. The queen who ſtopped to 
hear her, was in cruel uneaſineſs: What am I, 
going to attempt? (ſaid ſhe ſoftly to Florida) 


© this young 1inzrate deſpiſes the honour of pleaſ- 


ing me, thinks himſelf happy, ſeems content 
with his conqueſt, and ſacrifices me to another,” 
* He is now at that age (anſwered Florida) when 
* reaſon has not fully eſtabliſhed itſelf, II I durſt 
give your majeſty advice, it ſhould be to for- 
get him, fince he knows not how to value his 
good fortune.” The queen, who would have 
been better pleaſed that her confident had ſpoke 
after another manner, caſt an angry eye upon 
her, and advancing forwards, went directly into 
the arbour where the knight was and pretended to 
be ſurpriſed to find him there, and to be vexed he 
ſhould ſee her in a diſhabille, though at the ſame 
time ſhe had neglected nothing that was rich and 
gallant. As ſoon as he ſaw her, he was for re- 
tiring, out of reſpeR ; but ſhe bid him ſtay, that 
ihe might lean on him back again, I was this 
morning (ſaid ſhe) agreeably awakened by the 
« warblings of the birds, and the freſhneſs of the 


© air invited me to come nigher to them. Alas! 


how happy are they! they know nought but 
* pleaſures, they know no troubles,” I am of 
opinion, Madam (replied Fortunio) that they 
are not abſolutely exempt from troubles and 


* * diſquiets; they are always in danger of the 
s murdering 
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© murdering ſhot and ſnares of ſportſmen, beſides 
that of the birds of prey, which make a cruel 
© war upon them; and then again, when a hard 
and ſevere winter congeals the earth, and co- 
vers it with ſnow, they die for want of food, 
and are every year put to the trouble of ſeeking 
out a new miſtreſs.” Do you think it then a 
trouble? (ſaid the queen ſmiling) there are 
* men who do it every month.“ What (con- 
* tinued ſhe) you ſeem ſurpriſed, as if your heart 
* was not of this ſtamp, and that you have not 
* hitherto been given to change.“ I cannot yet 
tell, Madam, (ſaid he) what I: may be capable of, 
; fince I was never ſenſible of love; but 1 date 
N believe, if J ſhould be, my paſſion would be laſt- 
g ing. You have never been in love! (cried the 

* queen, looking ſo earneſt at him, that the poor 
knight bluſhed) you have not been in love? O 


« Fortunio! how can you tell a queen fo, who. 


reads, in your face and eyes, the paſſion that 
poſſeſſes your heart, and which your own words, 
* which you ſung to a new faſhioned tune, have 
* informed me of, Indeed, Madam (anſwered the 
knight) the lines were made, but I made them 
without any particular deſign; for my com pani- 
ons and acquaintances engage me to make drink- 
ing catches, (though I drink naught but water) 
and tender patfonate ſongs; ſo that I ſing both 
love and bacchus, though I am neither a lover 
nor a drinker.” 

The queen liſtened to him with that concern, 
| that ſhe could hardly contain herſelf. What he 
faid, rekindled in her heart the hope Florida 


a © « a a a @ 


would have baniſhed : If I could think you ſincere, 


* (faid ſhe) I ſhould have reaſon to be ſurpriſed, 
that you have not found in this court a lady 
$ amiable enough td fix your choice.“ Madam 
- (replied Fortunia) I have ſo much to do in the 


office 


22 The Story of FokTUNIS. 


* office Iam in, I have no time to throw away in 
« fighing,” Then you love nothing?” (added 
„ ſhe with eagerneſs. No, Madam (ſaid he) I 
* have not a heart of ſo gallant a character; I 
am a kind of miſanthropiſt, that loves my li- 
© berty, and would not loſe it for all the world.” 
The queen ſat herſelf down, and fixing her eyes 


moſt obligingly on him, replied, * There are ſome 


© chains ſo eaſy and glorious to bear, that if for- 
© tune has deſtined any ſuch for you, I would ad- 
© viſe you to renounce your liberty.” In this dif- 
courſe her eyes explained her thoughts but too in- 
telligibly for our knight, whoſe ſuſpicions were 
too great before not to be confirmed in them ; and 
ſearing leſt the converſation ſhould go too far, he 
pulled out a watch, and ſetting the hand forward, 
ſaid, * I beg of your majeſty to give me leave to 
go to the palace, it is the king's time of riſing, 
and he ordered me to be at his levee. Go, in- 
different youth (ſaid ſhe) fetching a deep ſigh) 
* you are in the right to pay court to my brother; 
* but remember it would not be amiſs to let me 
have ſome ſhare of your devoirs.“ The queen 
followed him with her eyes; then lowering them, 
and reflecting on what had paſſed, bluſhed with 
ſhame and rage; and what troubled her moſt, 
was, Florida's being a witneſs, and the joyful air 
that appeared all over her countenance, which was 
as much as to ſay, ſhe had better have taken her 
advice, than ſpoke to Fortunio. 

Florida acted her part very well with the queen, 
and comforted her the beſt ſhe could, giving her 
tome flattering hopes, of which at that time ſhe 
ſtood in great need. Fortunio, Madam, (ſaid 
* ſhe) thinks himſelf fo much beneath you, that 
perhaps he did not underſtand what you meant, 
© and I think he has aſſured you he loves no perſon.” 


As it is natural for us to flatter ourſelves, the queen 


recovered 
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recovered ſomewhat out of her fears, not dreaming 
in the leaſt that the malicious Florida was engaging 
her to declare herſelf more plainly, that he might 
offend her the more by the indifference of his an- 
fwers. The knight, for his part, was in the ut; 
moſt confuſion, the ſituation he was in ſeemed 
cruel, and he would have made no difficulty to 
have left the court, had not the fatal ſtroke, 
wherewith the little god had wounded his heart, 
detained him in ſpite of himſelf, He never came 
near the queen but on drawing-room nights, and 
then with the king; ard as ſoon as ſhe perceived 
this new change in his behaviour, ſhe gave him 
often the moſt favourable opportunities to make 
his court to her, which he as often neglected; 
when one day, as ſhe was going down ſome ſteps 
into the gardens, ſhe ſaw him croſſing a large 
alley, and making towards the woods. Upon 
which, calling to him, he, leſt ſhe ſhould be diſ- 
pleaſed, came to her and pretended that he did not 
ſee her. You remember, knight (ſaid ſhe) the 
* converſation we had ſome time ſince in the 
green arbour.“ I am not, Madam, (anſwered 
he) capable of forgetting that honour,” Then, 
without doubt, (ſaid the) the queſtions I put to 
you were not very pleaſing ; for ſince that day, 
you would not let it be in my power to alk you 
any more. As chance alone, (anſwered he) 
* procured me that favour, I thought it would be 
too great boldneſs to pretend to any other.. Say 
rather ungrateful man (continued ſhe bluſhing) 
you have avoided my preſence: You know my 
* ſentiments but too well.“ Fortunio, through mo- 
deſty and confuſion, lowered his eyes, and as he 
did not make a quick reply, * You are very much 
* confounded (ſaid ſhe) go, ſeek not for an anſwer, 
I] underſtand you better than I would.” She had, 
perhaps, ſaid a great deal'more, but that ſhe 00 
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ceived the king coming that way; whereupon ſhe 


made towards him, ſeeing him penſive and me- 


lancholy, conjured him to tell her the reaſon, 
« You know, (ſaid the king) that I have received 
advice this month of a dragon of a prodigious 
© {ize, that ravages the whole country. I thought 
© he might be killed, and to that end gave neceſ- 
« ſary orders; but all that has been tried has 
proved in vain, He devours my ſubjects and 
their flocks, and all that comes nigh him; he 
« poiſons all the rivers and lakes he drinks at, and 
* wherever he lies, withers all the graſs and herbs 
* about him. | 

While the king was making this complaint, the 
enraged queen was thinking how ſhe might ſacri- 
fice the knight to her reſentment. * I am not un- 
« acquainted with the ill news you have received; 
© Fortunio, whom you ſaw with me, informed me 
« thereof; but, brother, you will be ſurpriſed at 
* what I have to tell you; he has begged of me, 
with the greateſt importunity, to aſk your leave 
to let him go to fight this terrible dragon; in- 
* deed he has a wonderful addreſs, and handles his 
« arms ſo well, that I am not ſo much amazed at 
his preſuming ſo much of himſelf; beſides, he 
has told me he has a ſecret, by which he can lay 
the moſt wakeful dragon aſleep: but that muſt 
* not be mentioned, becauſe it ſhews not ſo much 
courage in the action.. Be it how it will, (re- 
« plied the king) it will be glorious for him, and 
* of great ſervice to us, if he ſhould ſucceed ; but 
«I am afraid this proceeds from an indiſcreet 
* zeal, and that it ſhould coſt him his life.. No, 
© brother (added the queen) fear not, he has told 


me very ſurpriſing things on this ſubjet. You 


* know he 1s naturally very ſevere; and beſides, 
what honour can he hope to gain by throwing 


* away his life raſhly? In ſhort, (continued ſhe) 
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J have promiſed to obtain for him what he ſo 
* earneſtly deſires, and if you refuſe him, you will 
break his heart.. I conſent (ſaid the king) yet 
I moſt own, not very freely: however, let us call 

im.” And thereupon making a ſign for him to 
come to him, ſaid to him in an obliging manner, 
I] underſtand by the queen, you have a great de- 
+ ſire to fight the dragon, that preys ſo much on 
our country; which is ſo bold a reſolution, that 
I can ſcarcely believe you know the danger you 
run. * I have repreſented that already to him 
$ (anſwered the queen) but his zeal for your ſer- 
vice, and his deſire to ſignalize himſelf, are fo 

great, that nothing can diſſuade him from it; 
and therefore I forſee ſome happy ſucceſs will 
attend him. 

Fortunio was very much ſurpriſed to hear the 
king and queen talk after this manner, and had 
too much ſenſe not to penetrate into the ill de- 
ſigns of that princeſs; but his ſweetneſs of tem- 
per would not ſuifer him to explain himſelf. So, 
without returning any anſwer, he let her talk on, 
while he made low bows ; ;- which the king took for 
ſo many new entreaties to grant what he ſo much 
deſired. Go (ſaid the king, fighing) go where 
* honour calls; I know you do every thing ſo-well, 
* and in particular have ſo much courage and 
conduct, that this monſter will not be able to eſ- 
* cape your arms.“ Sir, (anſwered the knight) 
however fortune decides the fight, I ſhall be ſa- 
„ tisfied ; ſince I ſhall either deliver you from a 
terrible ſcourge, or die in your ſervice : But 
honour me with one favour, which will be in- 
* finitely dear to me. A{k what you would have, 
* (faid the king) Then let me be ſo bold (con- 
* tinued he) as to beg your picture.” The king 
was mightily pleaſed, that he ſhould think of his 
picture at a time when his thoughts might have 
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been employed on ſo many other important things, 


and the queen was chagrined anew, that he had 


not made the ſame requeſt to her. The king re- 
turned to his palace, and the queen to hers, and 
Fortunio, who was not a little embarraſſed on his 
word which he had given, went to his horſe: 
« Comrade (ſaid he) I have ſtrange news to tell 
you.“ I know it, Sir, already,' (replied the 
horſe) What ſhall we then do?” (added Fortunio) 
We mult go as ſoon as poſſible (anſwered the 
* horſe) get the king's commiſſion, whereby he 
orders you to fight the dragon, and afterwards 
* we will do our duty.” Theſe words were very 
comſortable to our young knight, who failed not 
to wait on the king early the next morning in a 
campaining habit, as handſome and gallant as 
any of his others. | 

As ſoon as the king ſaw him, he cried out, 
« What, are you ready to go? * Yes, Sir, (replied 
he) one cannot make too much haſte to execute 
your commands; therefore I am come to take my 
leave of you.“ The king could not but relent, 
ſeeing ſo young, ſo beautiful, and ſo accompliſhed 
a knight, then going to expoſe himſelf to the great- 
eſt danger man could ever undergo; he embraced 
him, and gave him his picture ſet in diamonds, 


which Fortunio received with extraordinary joy ;. 


for the king's great qualities had ſuch an effect 
upon him, that he could not think any ſo lovely as 
him; and if he had any reluctancy to go, it pro- 
ceeded more from being deprived of his preſence, 
than his fear of being devoured by the dragon. 
The king would have a general order included in 
Fortunio's commiſſion, for all his ſubjects to aid 
and aſſiſt him, Whenever he ſhould ſtand in need. 


Afterwards he took his leave of the king, and that 
nothing might be remarked in his behaviour, went 
allo to the queen, who was ſet at her toilet, ſur- 


rounded 
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rounded by a great number of ladies. She 
changed colour, as ſoon as ever ſhe ſaw him, fo 


much had ſhe to reproach herſelf withal ; he ſaluted 
her reſpe&tully, and aſked her if ſhe would honor 
him with her commands, ſince he was juſt then 
going. Theſe laſt words put her into the utmoſt 


conſternation, while Florida, who knew not what 


the Queen had plotted againſt the Knight, re- 
mained like one thunder-ſtruck, and would wil- 
lingly have had ſome private diſcourſe with him, 
but that he avoided it as much as poſſible : * I be- 
$ ſeech Heaven (ſaid the Queen) that you may con- 
quer, and return in triumph.“ Madam re- 
* plied the Knight, your Majeſty honors me too 
much, and I am ſenſible, knows very well the 
danger to which 1 ſhall be expoſed; yet I have a 
great deal of confidence, and perhaps am the 
* only perſon that entertains any hopes on 
this occaſion.” The Queen underſtood very well 
what he meant, and, without diſpute, had return- 
ed him ſome anſwer to this reproach, had there 
not been ſo many witneſſes preſent. 

The Knight afterwards went away, and ordered 
his ſeven notable domeſtics to take horſe, and fol- 
low him, becauſe the time was then come to make 
proof of what they could do. They all expreſſed 
their joy to ſerve him; and got every thing done 
in leſs than an hour's time, and went along with 
him, aſſuring him, that they would neglect no- 
thing they could do to ſerve him; and when they 
were out in the country, ſhewed their addreſs. 
Trinquet drank up the lakes and ponds, and catch- 
ed delicate fiſh for his maſter's dinner: Light- 
foot hunted down veniſon, and catched hares by 
the ears; and for the good Markſman, he nei- 
ther gave partridge nor pheaſant any quarter; 
and whatever garne they killed, Strongback carried 
it, By this means Fortunio had no occaſion to 
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draw his purſe-ſtrings all his journey, and might 
have had very good diverſion, if his thoughts had 
been leſs employed on thoſe he left behind him. 
The king's merit was always in his mind, and 
the queen's malice appeared ſo great, that he 
could not but deteſt her. Thus he trave!led all the 
way very thoughtful, till he was rouſed from his 
muſings by the ſhrieks of poor peaſants half de- 
voured by the dragon. Some, that had eſcaped, 
he ſaw flying as faſt as they could, who would not 
ſtop nor ſtay, which obliged him to ride after them 
to get intelligence. After he had talked with them, 
and learnt that the dragon was not far off, he aſked 
them how they ſecured themſelves from him. To 
which they anſwered, * That as water was very 
* ſcarce in that country, that they had none but 
what they preſerved when it rained in ponds; at 
which the dragon, when he went his rounds 
came to drink, making a terrible noiſe and 
* roaring, which might be heard a league off; 
* that then every body hid themſelves, and ſhut 
their doors and windows.“ | 

The knight went into an inn, not ſo much to 
reſt himſelf, as to adviſe with his horſe: When 
every one was retired and gone to reſt, he went 
into the ſtable, and ſaid, * Comrade, how ſhall we 
conquer this dragon? To which the horſe re- 
plied, Sir, I will dream to night, and give you 
* an account in the morning.” Accordingly next | 
morning, when he came again, he ſaid, * Let Fine 
Ear liſten whether the dragon is nigh at hand, or 
* not.” Fine Ear laid himſelf on the ground, and 
heard the dragon about ſeven leagues off. When 


the horſe was 1nforined of this, he ſaid to Fortunio, 


Bid Trinquet go and drink up all the water out 
© of a large pond, and Strongback carry wine 
enough to fill it; then let there be dried Rai. 
* {ins prepared, and ſalted meats ſet by it: After- 

wards 
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« wards order all the inhabitants to keep their 
* houſes, and likewiſe do you and your attendants 
the ſame; the dragon will not fail to go eat and 
drink, he will like the wine, and you will fee 
what will happen.“ No ſooner had the horſe thus 
appointed what was to be done, but every one did 


what he was ordered: The knight went to a houſe, 


whence he might ſee the pond; and was no ſooner 
withing the doors but the dragon came and drank a 
little: afterwards he eat ſome of that repaſt pre- 
pared for him; and then drank ſo much, that he 
was quite drunk, inſomuch that he could not ſtir, 
He was laid on one fide, with his head hanging 
down, and his eyes ſhut. When Fortunio ſaw him 
in this condition, he thought proper to loſe no 
time, but went out with his {word in his hand, and 
attacked him. The dragon finding himſelf 


wounded on all ſides, would have got up, and fal- 


len upon the knight ; but had not ſtrength, he had 
loſt ſo much blood, The knight, overjoyed that he 
had reduced him to this extremity, called his 
attendants to bind this monſter, that the king 
might have the honor and pleaſure of putting an 
end to his life, and that being ſo bound, he might 
be carried without danger, to the capital city. 
Fortunio marched at the head of his little troop, 


g a when he was within ſome few hours march of 


the palace, he ſent Lightfoot to acquaint the king 
with the good news of his ſucceſs; which ſeemed 
almoſt incredible, till the monſter appeared bound 
faſt upon a machine fit for that purpoſe, The king 
went to Fortunio, embraced him, and ſaid, * The 
* Gods have reſerved this victory for you. lam not 
* ſenſible of half ſo much joy to ſee this monſter 
in this condition, as to ſee my dear knight 
* again,” Sir (replied he) your Majeſty yourſelf 
may give the laſt blow, I brought him hither on 

* purpoſe that he might receive it at your hand.” 
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At that the king drew his ſword, and killed this 
his moſt cruel enemy, while all the people gave 
ſhouts and acclamations of joy at fucceſs little 
expected. Florida, who during his abſence, had 
not enjoyed many quiet hours, was not long 
before the was informed of her charming knight's 
return, and ran to tell the queen; who was ſo much 
furpriſed and conlounded through love and hatred, 
that ſhe could return no anſwer to what her favou- 
rite told her, but reproached herſelf a thouſand 
times for the ill turn ſhe had played him; but 
then again would have been better pleaſed to have 
heard of his death, than to fee him ſo indifferent: 
inſomuch that ſhe knew not whether ſhe ſhould be 
vexed or pleaſed at his return to court, where his 
preſence might diſturb her repoſe. The king, 
impatient to tell her the happy ſucceſs of ſo extra- 
ordinary an adventure, went into her chamber, 
leaning on the knight, Here is the man (ſaid he) 
that has vanquiſhed the dragon, and has done me 
the greateſt ſervice I could deſire from the moſt 


faithful ſubject. It was to you, Madam, that he 


* firſt ſpoke of his deſire to fight that monſter, and 
* hope you will reipe& him for the danger to 
* which he expoſed himſelf,” The queen com- 
poling her countenance, honoured Fortunio with. 
a gracious reception, and a thouſand praiſes found 
him much more lovely than when he went away. 
and gave him to underſtand how much her heart 
was wounded, by looking ſo earneſtly at him. 
But not ſatisfied with explaining her ſentiments 


by her eyes, one day as ſhe was hunting with 


the king, ſhe pretended to be out of order, that 


ſhe could not follow the dogs: and turning herſelf 


towards the young knight, who was juſt by her, 
ſaid to him, You will do me the pleaſure to ſtay 
with me, for I have a mind to alight, and reſt 
* mylelf a little. Then bidding thoſe who attended 
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on her to go forwards, ſhe and Fortunio alighteds 
and fat down by a brook-fide, where ſhe remained 
ſome time in a profound ſilence, thinking on 


what ſhe ſhould ſay. Afterwards lifting up her 


eyes, and fixing them on the knight, the ſaid, 
As good intentions do not always ſhew themſelves, 
I am afraid you have not penetrated into the mo- 
tives that engaged me to preis the king to ſend 
you to fight the dragon. I was aſſured by a 
fore- knowledge, that never deceives me, that 
you would behave yourſelf with bravery, of which 
your enemies ſpoke very indifferently, becauſe 
« you went not to the army, that you lay under a 


* neceſlity of performing ſome ſuch an illuſtrious 


action as this to ſtop their mouths. I ſhould 
© have acquainted you (continued ſhe) with what 
they ſaid on this ſubject, or ought to have done 


it, but that I was perſuaded your reſentment . 


would be attended with ſome fatal conſequences, 
and that it would be better to ſilence your ene- 
« mies by your intrepidity in danger, than by an 
authority that would ſhew more of the favourite 
© than the ſoldier,” The diſtance between us is 
* ſo great, Madam (replied he modeſtly) that I am 
not worthy of this explanation, nor the care you 
took to hazard my life for the ſake of my ho- 


* nour. Heaven has protected me more than my 


* enemies wiſhed for, and I ſhall eſteem myſelf 
always happy to venture for the king, and your 


* ſervice, a life which is more indifferent to me 


than ſome people imagine. 
This reſpect ful reproach embarraſſed the queen, 


- 


who uridei ſtood very well what he meant; but ſhe 


thought him too amiable to exaſperate him by too 


ſevere a reply. On the contrary ſhe pretended to 


be of his opinion; and told him again, how glori- 


_ ouſly he had ſlain the dragon, Fortunio had been 


lo cautious, to let no perſon know that it was ow- 
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ing to the aſſiſtance of his retinue, but boaſted of 
his meeting that rerrible enemy barefaced, and 
that the victory was gained entirely by his cou- 
rage. In the mean time the queen, who thought 
not ſo much on what he was telling her, interrupted 


him, to aſk him if he was ſatisfied how much ſhe 


was intezeſted in his ſafety; and that converſa- 
tion had been carried farther, but he ſaid, * Ma- 
* dam, the king is coming this way, I hear the 
* horn, and will not your Majeſty be pleaſed to 
mount again?” No (ſaid ſhe, with an air of 
rage) it is enough that you go.“ * The king, 
Madam (replied he) will blame me for leaving 
you alone, in a place expoſed to ſo many dan- 
gers. ] diſpenſe with this your care (added ſhe 
in a haughty tone) Go, your preſence is trouble- 
* ſome.” ' Ai that the knight made a low bow, 
mounted his horſe, and rid out of fight, very much 
concerned at the conſequences that might attend 
this new reſentment. Upon this he conſulted his 
horſe : * Tell me, Comrade (ſaid he) whether this 
love: ſiek paſſionate queen will find out another 
* monſter for me?” * No other beſide herſelf (replied 
the horſe) but ſhe is ſtill more dangerous than 
the dragon you have killed, and will exerciſe 
both your patience and virtue ſufficiently, * Will 
* ſhe make me loſe the king's favour (ſaid he) 
for that is all I am afraid of,” *I cannot tell 
you what will happen in relation to that (ſaid 
* Comrade) it is enough that I am always upon the 
* watch.” There was no more ſaid then, becauſe 
the king appeared, and Fortunio went to him, and 
told him the queen was indiſpoſed, and had or- 
dered him to ſtay with her. I think (aid the 
* king ſmiling) you are very much in her favor, 
© and declare your mind more freely to her than to 
me: I have not yet forgot your requeſt, to pro- 
cure you leave to fight the dragon.“ Sir, (an- 
ſwered 
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« ſwered the knight) I dare not pretend to clear 
* myſelf from what you alledge againſt me: But I 
can aſſure your Majeſty, I look upon your favor 
and the queen's with a great deal of difference; 


and was a ſubject allowed to make his ſovereign | 


his confidant, I ſhould do myſelf an infinite 
« pleaſure to decalre to you the ſentiments of my 
heart. Here the king interrupted him, to aſk where 
he had left the queen, who all the time of their 
diſcourſe was complaining to Florida of Fortunio's 
indifference, * The ſight of him (cried ſhe) is 
* hateful to me; either he or I muſt leave the 
court, for I cannot bear that fuch an ungrateful 
* wretch ſhould ſhew me ſo much diſdain; what 
man would not think himſelf happy to pleaſe fo 
powerful a queen? He is the only perſon whom 
the Gods have reſerved to diſturb the repoſe of 
* my life.” Florida was in no wiſe diſpleaſed to 
ſee her miſtreſs ſo chagrined, but inſtead of ap- 
pealing her, rather aggravated her, by recalling 
to her remembrance a thouſand circumſtances, 
which ſhe perhaps would not have taken notice of: 
Which increaſed her rage, and made her think on 
a new project to ruin the poor knight. 

When the king came to her, he expreſſed his 
concern for her health; to which ſhe ſaid, * I 
* muſt own I was very ill, but one cannot be long 
* ſo, when Fortunio's by, he is ſo merry, and his 
« jeſts are ſo diverting: But you muſt know, (con- 
* tinued ſhe) he has deſired me to aſk another fa- 
* your of your Majeſty. He inſiſts, with the utmoſt 
confidence, that he ſhall ſucceed in one of the 
* moſt raſh enterprizes imaginable. * What, 
* (cried the king) would he fight with ſome new 
* dragon?” With a great many at once (ſaid ſhe) 
* and makes as if he was ſure to conquer. I will 
* tell you; in ſhort, he boaſts to make the empe= 
$ ror reſtore to us all our treaſures, and do it with; 
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* out an army.” What a pity is this (replied the 
* king) that this poor boy ſhould be guilty of ſo 
much extravagance?” His victory over the 
dragon (added the queen) has puffed him up: 
and what do you hazard, in giving him leave 
* to expoſe himſelf again for your ſervice?” 1 
* hazard his life, which is dear to me (replied the 
king) 1 ſhould be very ſorry to be the occaſion 
* of his death.“ To this the queen anſwered, 
that his defire was ſo great, that if he was refuſed, 
he would languiſh and die away. The king upon 
this, looked melancholy, and ſaid, I cannot ima- 
* gine who it is that fills his head with theſe chi- 
* metas; it is unknown what I endure to ſee him 
in this condition.“ Why the matter is (repli- 
ed the queen) he has fought a dragon, and been 
* victoriuus, perhaps he may ſucceed as well in 
this; I have often a very juſt foreſight, and my 
* mind now tells me, that this undertaking will 
not be unfortunate ; Therefore, Brother, op- 
* pole not his zeal.” * Let him be called then, 
* (faid the king) and his dangers be repreſented 
to him.“ That is the way to make him deſpair, 
* (replied the queen) he will believe you are a- 
* gainſt his going; and I can aſſure you he is not 
© to be detained by any conſideration that regards 
« himſelf; for I ſaid all that can be thought on 
that ſubject.” * Well (cried the king) I con- 
* ſent.” Upon this, the queen was overjoyed, and 
called Fortunio in: Go, knight (ſaid ſhe) and 
thank the king; he has granted the leave you 
ſo much deſired, to go to the emperor Matapa, 
« and make him, by fair means or force, reſtore 
our treaſures: Make the fame diſpatch, as when 
s you went to fight the dragon.” | 
Fortunio at firſt was ſurpriſed, but was ſoon ſen- 
fible that this proceeded from the queen's rage; 
howeyer he felt a ſecret pleaſure, in being able to 


lay 
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lay down his life for a prince that was ſo dear 
to him: And without excuſing himſelf from ſuch 
an extraordinary commiſſion, kneeled on one 
knee, and kiſſed the king's hand, whoſe heart at 
that inſtant relented. The queen felt an inward 
ſhame, to ſee with what reſpect he behaved him- 
ſelf though ſent to meet a certain death. Would 
to heaven (ſaid ſhe to herſelf) he had any regard 
© for me; how noble it is not to contradi& what I 
have advanced, but rather to bear the ill turn I 
have done him, than complain! The king ſaid 
little to the knight, but mounted his horſe again ; 
and the queen pretended all that time to be ill 
went into her chaiſe. Fortunio accompanied them 
to the end of the foreſt, and afterwards returned 
back to have ſome diſcourſe with his horſe : * My 
faithful Comrade (ſaid he) 'tis done, } muſt die, 
the queen has compleated that which I never 
expected from her.“ My lovely maſter (re- 
* plied the horſe) fright not yourſelf, though I 
have not been preſent at what has paſſed, I know 
* all; the embaſſy is not ſo terrible as you im- 
* agine.” Tou do not know (continued the 
knight) that this emperor is the molt paſſionate 
of all men; and that if I propoſe that he reſtore | 
« what he has taken fram the king my maſter, he 
s will return me no other anſwer, than order a 
© ſtone to be tied about my neck, that I may be 
* thrown into a river,” J am not uninformed 
of his violence (ſaid Comrade) But that does not 
* hinder you from taking your people along with 

* you, and if we periſh, it ſhall be one and all; 
but J hope for better ſucceſs.” 

The knight returned home ſomewhat comforts ed, 

where hę gave the neceſſary orders, and after- 
wards went to receive his credentials. *Tell the 
* emperor (ſaid the king) that I remand back all 
8 * my ſubjects he has in flavery, all wy ſoldiers 
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that are priſoners, all my horſes and other goods 
and treaſure,” * What muſt I offer him for all 
* this?” (ſaid Fortunio) Nothing (anſwered the 
king) but my friendſhip.“ The young ambal- 
ſador had no occaſion for a great memory to keep 
theſe inſtructions in his mind : He went without 
ſeeing the queen, at which ſhe was very angry : 
But he had no reaſon to regard that; for what 
could ſhe do more in the height of her rage, than 
what ſhe had accompliſhed in the greateſt tranſ- 
ports of friendſhip? And a tenderneſs of this 
kind was to him the moſt ſormidable thing in the 
world, Nay, her confidant, who knew the whole 
fecret, was enraged againſt her miſtreſs, for ſtriv- 
ing to ſacrifice the flower of all knighthood. For- 
tunio took whatever was neceſſary for his journey 
out of his turkey-leather trunk, and was not con- 
tent to cloath himſelf magnificently, but his ſeven 
ſervants alſo: and as they had all excellent horfes, 
and Comrade ſeemed rather to fly than run, they 
arrived ſoon at the emperor's capital, which was 
no ways inferior to any city of Europe. 
Fortunio was very much ſurpriſed to ſee a town 
of ſuch a large extent. He demanded an audience 
of the emperor, and had it granted: But when he 
declared the ſubject of his embaſſy, though it was 
with a grace that gave force to his arguments, 
the emperor could not help ſmiling. .* Were you 
at the head of five hundred thouſand men, (ſaid 
* he) one might hearken to you; whereas, I am 
told you have only ſeven.” I never undertook, 
Sir (ſaid Fortunio) to compel you by force of 
© arms, but only by ſome remonſtrances,* What- 
ever thoſe be (added the emperor) you ſhall ne- 
ver bring them to bear, unleſs you will do a 
thing that is juſt now come into my head, that 
is, to find a man that can eat for his breakfaſt as 
much hot bread as ſerves this city for a whole 
day. 
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day.“ The knight, at this propoſition, ſeemed 
* overjoyed, and as he ſpoke not preſently, the 
emperor burſt out into a laughter. Sir (faid 
« Fortunio) I except of your propoſition, and will 
bring to-morrow 3 man, who {hall not only eat 
all the new bread, but alto the itale: order it to 
* be brought out, and you {hall have the pleaſure of 
« ſeeing him lick up the very crunibs,* The em- 
« peror {aid he contented ; and all the diſcourſe of 
that day ran upon the folly of this ambaſſador, 
whom Matapa ſwore he would put to death, if he 
was not as good as his word. When he returned 
back to the ho':ſe:where ambaſſadors were lodged, 
he called Grugeon, and told what had paſſed between 
him and the emperor, * Never be uneaſy maſter 
ſaid Grugeon) I will eat till they be tired firſt.” 
However, notwithſtanding this aſſurance of Grugi- 
on's, Fortunio could not help being under ſome ap- 
prehenſions, but forbid him from eating any ſup- 
per, that he might eat his breakfaſt the better. : 
A balcony was raifed on purpoſe for the empe- 
ror, and his conſort and daughter, to fee this 
fight, Fortunio came with his little train; and 
when he ſaw fix great mountains of bread, he turn- 
ed pale; which had a quite contrary effect upon 
Grugeon, he being pleaſed therewith, The emp. 
ror laughed and jeſted with all his court at the 
knight and his Retinue's extravagant undertaking. 
while Grugeon was impatient for the ſignal. At 
laſt it was made by the ſounding of trumpets, 
and beat of drum, and Grugeon fell upon one of 
the Heaps, and devoured it in leſs than a quarter 
of an hour, and after that all the reſt. Never was 
greater aſtoniſhment ! every body thought it was 
a piece of witchcraft, or that their eyes deceived 
them; which made them go to the Place where the 
bread was piled up to be ſatisfied, Fortunio, who 
was As well pleaſed with his good ſucceſs, 
went 
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went to the emperor, and aſked him if he would be 

pleaſed to be ſo good as his word, to which the 

emperor, enraged to be thus over-reached, replied, 

that it was too much to eat without drinking; there- 

fore he, or ſome of his train, muſt drink all the 

water in the aqueduts and fountains that were in 

that city, and all the wine in its cellars. * Sir, 

* ſaid Fortunio you would put it out of my power to 

* obey your commands; however, I will try, if I 

may flatter myſelf that you will reitore to my 

« maſter what J have demanded.” It ſhall be done, 

* (faid the emperor) if you ſucceed in your Un- 

« dertaking,.” The knight aſked the emperor, if 

he himſelf would be preſent ; he anſwered, yes, he 

would, becauſe ſo rare an action deſerved his cu- 
rioſity: and getting that inſtant into his charict, 

carried him to a fountain of ſeven Marble lions, 
which vomited up as much water as formed a large 

river. 'Trinquet made up to the baſon, and with- 
out ſo much as ever fetching his breath, drank it 
up, and left the fiſnes in the mud and ſand. In 
like manner he did by all the aqueducts and ponds 
belonging to the city. After this experiment, the 
Emperor never doubted but he would drink the 
wine as well as the water: ſo that he, as well as 
the owners, had no inclination to try him: but 
Trinquet complained highly of that injuſtice, alleg- 
ing that he had as much right to the wine as the 
water; inſomuch that the emperor, that he might 
not be thought altogether covetous, conſented to his 
deſires. Aſter that Fortunio, taking his oppor- 
tunity, put hiin in mind of his promiſe; which he 
being unwilling to perform put him out of humour. 
He called his council, and told them how much he 
was concerned, that he had promiſed this young 
ambaſſador to return what he had taken from his 
maſter; but withal, he thought the conditions he 
agreed on were impracticable: therefore he aſſem- 
N bled 
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bled them, to know how he might avoid what was ſo 
much againſt his intereſt aud inclination. The 
princeſs his daughter, who was a very beautiful 
princeſs, having heard how much he was embarraſ- 
ſed, came to him, and ſaid, Sir, as you know that 
© none that ever ran with me, could ever boaſt of 
the victory, if you think proper I will contend 
with him, and if he reaches firſt the Goal, you 
* promiſe not to elude the word you have given.” 
The Emperor embraced his daughter, approved 
of her propoſal, and the next day, when Fortunio 
came to an audience, ſaid to him, I have one 
* thing more to imform you of, which is, that if 
you, or any of your attendants will run againſt 
the princels, I {wear by all the elements, that if 
| you or he gain the race, I will give your ma- 
| * {ter all manner of ſatisfaction. Fortunio accepted 
the challenge, and Matapa appointed t e time to 
be within two hours, and accordingly ſent to his 
daughter, to bid her prepare herſelf againſt that 
time for the exerciſe, which was what {ſhe had 
been uſed to ſrom her cradle, She appeared at the 
time in a long walk of orange- trees above three 
miles long, which was ſo carefully rolled and ma- 
naged, that there was not a ſtone ſo big as a pea 
to be ſeen. She was dreſſed in a light gown of 
roſe- coloured taffety, embroidered in the ſeems 
with gold and filver; her hair, which was very 
fine, was tied behind her with a ribbon, and fell 
careleſsly on her thoulders; her {hoes were made 
like pumps, without heels; ſhe had on a girdle 
of jewels, to {hew her ſhape, which was delicate: 
in ſhort ſhe thus appeared like another Atalanta, 
Soon after Fortunio followed, attended by lightfoot 
and his other domeſtics. The emperor and the 
whole Court, were preſent, and ſeated along the 
walk, when the ambaſſador propoſed Lightfoot to 
have the honour to run with the princeſs. He was 
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furniſhed but of the miraculous trunk, with a fine 
white Holland habit, adorned with Flanders lace, 
filk ſtockings of a fire-colour, with a white plume 

of feathers in his cap. In this dreſs he appeared 
to have a good mien, put the princeſs made no 
exceptions againſt him ; but before ſhe ſet out, ſhe 
had liquor brought, to make her more ſwift and 
ſtrong, Our racer demanded the ſame ; the prin- 
ceſs ſaid, that it was two juſt a requeſt to be refuſed, 
and ordered that he might have ſome; but as he 
was not uſed to that liquor, which was very ftrong, 
it got into his head, and he lay down by an orange- 
tree, and fell faſt a ſleep. In the mean time the 
ſienal was given, and was repeated three times, 

The princeſs waited ſometime that Lightfoot 
might awake and come to himſelf; but thinking it 
a matter of great conſequence to free her tather 
from his promiſe, ſhe ſet out with a charming 
grace and wonderful ſwiſtneſs, 

Fortunio was at the other end of the walk, and 
knew nothing of what had happened, when he ſaw 
the princels running by herſelf, and within half a 
mile of the goal. © yea powers! (cried he, ſpeaks 
ing to his horſe) we are undone, I ſee nothing of 
* Lightfoot.” Sir (faid Comrade) let Fine-Ear liſten, 
he perhaps may inform you whereabouts he is," 
Thereupon Fine-Ear laid himſelf down, and though 
he was three miles off, heard him ſnore; where- 
upon he told them, he had no thoughts of coming, 
for that he was in as ſound a ſleep as if he was in 
his bed. * Alas! (cried Fortunioagain) what ſhall 
Ve do? © O! (faid;Comrade) let the good Markſ- 
* man let fly an arrow in the tip of his ear, to 
awake him.“ Ak that he took his bow imme- 
diately, and hit him ſo nicely, that the arrow went 
quite through his ear; the pain and anguiſh of 
which awakened him, and when he opened his 
eyes, he ſaw the princeſs almoſt at the goal, and 

heard 
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heard great ſhoutings and acclamations of joy. 
At firſt he was ſurpriſed, bu the ſoon recovered 
what he had loſt by ſleeping: he ſeemed as if he 
had been carried by the wind, and in ſhort arrived 
firſt at the goal, with the arrow in his ear; for he 
had not time to pull it out. The emperor was ſo 
much amazed at the extraordinary things that had 
happened ſince the arrival of the ambaſſador, that 
he believed the gods intereſted themſelves in his 
behalf, and that he could no longer defer the per- 
formance of his promiſe. He. ordered the ambaſ- 
ſador to come to him, and ſaid, * I conſent that 
you take along with you as much of your maiter's 
$ treaſures as one man can carry; for I will ne- 
ver part with any more.” The ambaſſador made 
a low bow, and thanked his majeſty, and deſired 
him to give orders that they might be delivered to 
him. Matapa accordingly ſpoke to his treaſurer, 
and afterwards went to his palace of retreat, within 
ſome few miles of the city. Fortunio and his at- 
tendants went immediately and demanded en- 
trance to the place where all the treaſure was kept. 

Strong-back preſented himſelf, and by his aſſiſtance 

the ambaſſador carried off moſt of the furniture 

that was in the emperor's palace; as five hundred 

gigantic ſtatues of gold, coaches and chariots, and 
all manner of conveniencies: and with theſe 
Strong-back walked asnimbly as it he had not above 
a pound weight on his back. 

When the miniſter of ſtate ſaw the palace thus 
gutted, they made all the haſte imaginable to ac- 
quaint the emperor: whoſe amazement was not 
to be expreſſed, when they told him that one man 
carried all: he cried out, he would not allow it; 
and immediately ordered his guards to mount, and 
purſue thoſe robbers of his treaſury. And though 
Fortunio was then above ten miles off, Fine-ear told 
him, that he heard a great body of horſe wag 
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after them with full ſpeed: and the good Markſ- 


man, whoſe ſight was excellent, ſaw them, juſt as 
they themſelves came to the river- ſide. Fortunio 
ſaid to Trinquet, * As we have no boats, you muſt 
drink up this water, that we may paſs it.“ 
Which Frinquet readily performed ; and Fortunio 
was for making all poſſible haſte to get away, when 
his horſe bid him not be uneaſy, but let the enemy 
approach. Soon after, they appeared on the banks 
of the river, and knowing where the fiſhermens 
boats lay, embarked immediately, When the 
Boiſterer began to ſwell his cheeks, and with a ſud- 
den blaſt over-ſet the boats, ſo that not one of that 
detachment eſcaped. This happy ſucceſs puffed 
them up with ſo great expectation, that every one 
began to think of the recompence he deſerved, and 
were for making themſelves maſters of all the riches 
they were carrying with them ; wheteupon a great 
diſpute aroſe among them : Lightfoot ſaid, * They * 
had got nothing if he had not won the race.” 
Well (ſaid Fine-ear) if I had not heard you ſnore; 
* where had you been then?“ And who would 
have awakened you, if I had not (added the 
Markſman r') Well (ſaid Strong-back) I cannot 
s but admire you for your diſputes; ſure none 
dare pretend to lay ſo good a claim as myſelf, 
« fince I carried all, and without my aſſiſtance, 
you would not hav: been able to have partaken of 
them.“ Say rather without mine (interrupted 
* 'Trinquet) {ince you were in a bad plight, if 1 
had not drank your way.“ * Nay, and you were 
* equally in the ſame danger (ſaid the Boiſterer) 
had I not over ſet the boats. Hitherto (inter- 
rupted Grugeon) I have held my peace, but I 
cannot forbear repreſenting to you, that 1 opened 
* the ſcene to all theſe events; for if I had left 
one cruſt of bread, all had been loſt. | 
Friends (ſaid Fortunio, with an air of com- 


mand) 
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mand) you have all done wonders ; but we ought 
* to leave it to the king to recompence our ſer- 
* vices; for I ſhould be forry to be rewarded by 
any other beſides him. Let us all truſt to his 
genèroſity, he ſent us to fetch his riches, and not 
to rob him of them; which thought is ſo ſhame» 


ful, that in my opinion it ought to be ſmothered : 


* For my own part, I will do fo well by you, that 
* you ſhall have no reaſon to repine, ſhould it be 
* poſſible for the king to neglect you. 

The ſeven gifted Men penetrated with this re- 
monſtrance of their maſter, threw themſelves at his 
feet, and promiſed that his will ſhould be theirs. 
Aſter all this, the lovely Fortunio found himſelf, as 
he drew nigh to the city, agitated with a thouſand 


different troubles; the joy that he had done the 


king ſuch conſiderable ſeryices, for whom he had 
ſo great an attachment, and the hope to ſee him 
again, and be favourably received by him, flattered 
him moſt agreeably. On the other hand the fear 
of enraging the queen, and being perſecuted again 
by her and Florida, put him into a heavy concern, 
In ſhort, he arrived at the town, where the peo- 
ple, overjoyed to ſee ſo much riches and treaſure, 
followed him to the palace with great acclama- 
tions of joy, The king, who could ſcarcely believe 
ſuch extraordinary news, ran to acquaint the queen 
with it, who was at firſt ſtruck on a heap, but re- 
covering herſelf afterwards, ſaid, * The Gods pro- 
* te him, therefore I am not ſurpriſed he ſhould 
* ſucceed in what he undertakes. And juſt as ſhe 
made an end of theſe words, {he ſaw him enter the 
room. He informed their Majeſties of what he 
had done, and added, that the treaſures were left 
in the park, no other place being large enough to 
hold them: And we muſt ealily believe the king 
expreſſed a great friendſhip for ſo loving and faith- 
ful a ſubject. 

The 
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The knight's preſence, and the advantages of 
his good fortune, opened again and dilated thoſe 
wounds in the queen's heart which were hardiy 
cloſed up: She thought him more charming than 
ever, and as ſoon as ſhe was at liberty to talk with 
Florida, ſhe renewed her complaints, You know 
* (ſaid ſhe) what I have done to ruin him, which 
] thought was the only means to forget him, yet 
© his unparalleled good fortune brings him ſafe 
home again: And whatever reaſons I have to 
* deſpiſe a man ſo much inferior to me, and who has 
« repaid my ſentiments with the blackeſt ingrati- 
« tude, I cannot forbear loving him, and am reſol- 
ved to marry him privately,” Marry him, Ma- 
dam! (cried Florida) it is impoſſible; certainly 
my ears fail me.. No (replied the queen) you 
know my intention, and muſt ſecond me in it. 
* I charge you to bring Fortunio this night into 
« my cloſet; Iwill myſelf declare to him the love 
have for him.“ Florida in deſpair to be made the 
inſtrument of her miſtreſs's marriage with her 
lover, forgot nothing ſhe could ſay to diſſuade the 
queen from ſeeing him. She repreſented that the 
king would be angry, ſhould it be found out, and 
perhaps might put the knight to death, or at leaſt 
would condemn him to perpetual impriſonment, 
where ſhe would never have the ſight of him again: 
But all her eloquence was in vain; ſhe ſaw the 
queen began to be in a paſſion, and therefore was 
obliged to obey her. She found Fortunio in the 
gallery of the palace, ranging in order the golden 
ſtatues he brought from the emperor Matapa. She 
went to him, and told him her meſſage from the 
queen, which made him tremble, and cauſed Florida 
no imall trouble. O heavens! (ſaid ſhe) how 
much I pity you; why could not that Princeſs's 
heart eſcape you? Alas! I know one not half ſo 
dangerous, that dares not explain itſelf,” The 


» knight 
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| knight would not engage in this new declaration ; 
| too much was he chagrin'd already, but left her, 
and as he had no deſire to pleaſe the queen, dreſſed 
himſelf but indifferently, that ſhe might not think 
he ſtrove to ſet himſelf off; but if he could throw 
off his jewels and embroideries, he could not do 
the ſame by his natural charms. The queen, for 
her part, did what ſhe could to heighten the luſtre 
of hers by an extraordinary fine dreſs, and obſerved 
with pleaſure that Fortunio ſeemed ſurpriſed, * Ap- 
« pearances (ſaid ſhe) are ſometimes ſo deceitful, 
that I was willing to juſtify myſelf concerning 
what you have thought without doubt of my con- 
duct when I engaged the king to ſend you to the 
_ * emperor, it ſeemed in all appearance as if I de- 
« {igned to ſacrifice you; but depend upon it, good 
knight, I knew what would happen, and had no 
other views than your immortal honour.“ Ma- 
dam (ſaid he) you are too much above me to need 
any explanation; I enter not into the motives 
that engaged you; it is enough for me that 1 
* obey the king my ſovereign. * You ſhew too 
much indifference (added ſhe) for the declara- 
* tion I make you of my ſentiments; but it is 
time I convince you of my bounty. Come, For- 
* tunio, receive my hand as the pledge of my 
* faith,” | 
The poor knight, quite thunder-ſtruck, was 
twenty times going to acquaint the queen with 
his ſex, but durſt not ; and anſwering thoſe tokens 
of friendſhip with great coldneſs, uſed a great 
many arguments upon the king's anger, when he 
ſhould know a ſubject durſt be ſo bold as to con- 
tract in his court, ſo important a marriage with- 
out his conſent. After the queen had endea- 
voured though in vain, to remove the obſtacles 
which he ſeemed to fear, ſhe all on a ſudden aſ- 
ſumed the countenance and yoice of a fury, loaded 
- | him 
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him with menaces and wrongs, and fought and 
ſcratched him ; after that, turning her rage upon 
herſelf, ſhe tore off her hair, claw'd her face and 
neck till ſhe was all in a gore-blood, rent her veil 
and head dreſs all in pieces, and then called in her 
guards, ordered them to carry the wretch, as ſhe 
called him, to ſome dungeon, and in the mean time 
ran herſelf to the king to demand juſtice againſt 
that young monſter : telling him that he had a 
long time the boldneſs to declare his paſſion, and 
that in hopes that abſence and her ſeverities might 
have cured him, ſhe had let no opportunity ſlip, as 
he might well obſerve, to bave him removed out 
of the way ; but that he was one that ncthing could 
change : that he himſelf was a witneſs to what ex- 
tremities his paſſion had brought him, that ſhe 
would have him proſecuted with all rigour; and 
that if he refuſed her that juſtice, ſhe ſhould be ob- 

liged to ſtand upon her own guard for the future, 
The manner in which ſhe ſpoke, amazed the king, 
he knew her to be a woman of a moſt violent tem- 
per, and that withal ſhe had a great power, and 
could raiſe great diſtractions in the kingdom. For- 
tunio's boldneſs deſerved an exemplary puniſh- 
ment; what was paſſed was publicly known to the 
whole world, and it was is duty to revenge his ſiſter's 
affront: but alas! on whom was his fury to light? 
on a knight who had expoſed his lite to the great- 
eſt dangers, to whom he owed his quiet and all 
his treaſures, and one, belides, for whom he had a 
particular value and love. He would have almoſt 
loſt his own life to ſave this dear favourite, He 
repreſented to the queen the ſervices he had done 
both him and the ſtate, his youth, and whatever 
might induce her to forgive him; but ſhe would 
give no ear to what he ſaid, but demanded his life, 
The king ſeeing he could not poſſibly avoid his be- 
ing tried, appointed judges, that he thought to - 
the 
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the moſt mild and ſuſceptible of tenderneſs, who 
might put the moſt favourable conſtruction upon 
the letter of the law: but he was miſtaken 1n his 
conjectures; the judges were for eſtabliſhing their 
reputation at this poor unhappy knight's expence : 
and as it was an affair that would make a great 
noiſe in the world, they armed themſelves with 
the utmoſt rigour, and condemned Fortunio with- 
out hearing him plead for himſelf. His ſentence 
was to receive three ſtabs in the heart, as the 
heart, was the principal part concerned. 

The king dreaded this ſentence as much as if it 
was to have been pronounced againſt himſelf; he 
baniſhed all the judges, but could not ſave his be- 
loved Fortunio, while the queen triumphed in the 
puniſhment he was to ſuffer. The king made uſe 
of freſh arguments, which only exaſperated her the 
more. To be ſhort, the day appointed for this 
horrid execution came: the knight was brought 
out of the priſon where he had been kept from the 
ſpeech of all perſons, not knowing the crime he 


was accuſed of, but imagined that it was ſome 


new perſecution which his indifference for the 
queen had brought upon him; yet what troubled 
him the moſt was, he thought the king ſeconded that 
princeſs in what ſhe did. In the mean time Flo- 


rida, inconſolable for the condition to which her lover 


was reduced, took a reſolution of the utmoſt vio- 
lence, which was to poiſon both the queen and 
herſelf, if Fortunio was to ſuffer death ſo unjuſtly, 
As ſoon as ſhe knew the ſentence, deſpair poſſeſſed 
her ſoul, and ſhe thought of nothing but the exe- 
cution of her deſigns; but it happened that the 
poiſon was not prepared ſo ſtrong as ſhe intended 
it: Inſomuch that though ſhe had given it the 
queen, ſhe felt not preſently the effects of it, but 
had the lovely knight brought to the great ſpace 
before the palace, that ſhe might have the ſatis- 
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faction of ſeeing him die. When the executioners 
had taken him out of the dungeon where he lay, 
and brought him like a tender lamb going to the 
ſlaughter; the firſt object that his eyes beheld 
when he came upon the ſcaffold, was the queen, 
who thought ſhe could not be too nigh, being de- 
firous to have his blood fpurt on her. But alas! 
the poor king ſhut himſelf up in his cloſet, that he 
might with more freedom bewail the Fate of his 
dear favourite. | | 
But when they had bound Fortunio, and came to 
open his breaſt; how great was the ſurpriſe of 
. that numerous aſſembly, when they ſaw the white 
= breaſts of a lovely maid, and knew that ſhe was 
1 an innocent damſel unjuſtly accuſed! the queen 
was in ſo great a confuſion, that the poiſon began 
to work, and threw her into ſtrong convulſions, 
out of which ſhe never recovered but to exprels 
her bitter regret. In the mean time the people, 
who loved Fortunio, ſet her at liberty; and the 
news was preſently carried to the king, who had 
abandoned himſelf to melancholy. At that in- 
ſtant joy took place; he ran to the palace, and 
was charmed to ſee the new matamorphoſis of his 
dear Fortunio: however, the laſt ſighs and groans 
of the queen ſuſpended in ſome meaſure his trank 
ports; but when he came to reflect on her malice, 
he was not ſorry, He reſolved to marry this his 
young heroine, to repay with a crown his great 
obligations to her; and declared his intentions to 
her, which we may eaſily believe completed the 
height of her deſires, which were not ſo much to be 
a queen, as to enjoy the perſon of a prince for 
WA whom ſhe had always entertained a moſt tender 
=_ - _ affection. The day of celebrating the marriage 
"| was fixed; our young knight laid aſide her man's 
habit, and aſlumed that of her own ſex, in which 
{he appeared a thouſand times more beautiful. She 
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pen to her tor the future; but as he could promiſe 
none more agreeable, ſhe in gratitude for the great 
ſervices he had done her, built him a ſtable paved 
with ebony and ivory, and inſtead of being littered 
with ſtraw, he lay always on mats of ſattin: and 
for the ſeven attendants, they were all rewarded 
according to their ſervices. 

Afar all this was done, news was brought to 
our young queen that Comrade was not to be found; 
which was no leſs trouble to the king, who adored 
her, than to herſelf. She made enquiry for three 
days, all to no purpoſe, and on the forth ſhe aroſe 
with the morning, and went into the garden, which 
{the croſſed, and fo into a thick wood, and thence 
into a large meadow, called out, * Comrade! my 
dear Comrade! where art thou? what, do you 
forſake me! I have occaſion for thy advice.” 
And as ſhe was talking after this manner, ſhe ſaw 
all on a ſudden another ſun ariſing in the weſt, 
which made her ſtand to admire that prodigy ; but 


ner amazement ſtill increaſed to ſee it approach 


her nigher, and eſpecially when ſhe knew her horſe 
again covered with jewels, and prancing before a 
chariot of pearls and topazes, drawn by four and 
twenty ſheep that were covered with gold fringe 
inſtead of wool: their harneſs was crimſon ſattin, 
buckled on with emeralds, their hornes were 
adorned with carbuncles. The new queen knew 
the fairy her protectreſs in the chariot, and her 
father and two fiſters, who cried out clapping 
their hands, and making profeſſions of friendſhip, 
that they were come to her wedding. Their fif- 
ter, for her part, thought ſhe ſhould have expired 
with joy at ſeeing them again: ſhe neither knew 
what ſhe ſaid or did: but at laſt recovering herſelf, 
ihe got into the cha. iot, and returned with this 
pompous equipage to the palace; where every 
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thing was prepared for celebrating the moſt mag- 
nificent Feaſt that ever was made in that kingdom. 
Thus the enamoured king, united himſelf to his 
fair deliverer, and afforded us this charming ad- 
venture, which has been banden down from one 


age to another. 


PERFECT LOVE. 


None of thoſe agreeable countries that depend 

on the empire of the fairies, there reigned the 

formidable Dan mo, who was as knowing in her 

art, as cruel in her actions, and boaſting cf the 
honour of being deſcended from the celebrated 

Calip! , whole charms had the glory and power of 

| ſaving the famous Ulyſſes, and triumphing over the 
prudence of the conquerors of Troy. 8 
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dhe was luſty, had a wild look, and her pride 
mad- her with ſome difficulty ſubmit to the hard 
laws of matrimony; for love was not able to 
reach her heart: but the deſign of uniting a flou- 
riſhing kingdom to that ſhe was queen of, and 
another ſhe had uſurped, made her cc nſent to mar- 
ry an old neighbouring king, who died ſome few 
years after their marriage, and left the fairy a 
daughter called Azira, who was very ugly; but 
appeared not ſo in the eye of Danamo, who thought 
her charming, perhaps becaule like herſelf. She 
was to be the queen of three kingdoms, which 
circumſtance qualified all her deſects, and cauſed 
her to be aſced in the marriage by the moſt powerful 
princes of the neighbouring countries. | 
This together with the blind fondneſs of Da- 
namo, rendered her vanity inſupportable, ſince ihe 
was deſired with an ardour which ſhe did in no 
wiſe deſerve. But as Danamo thought of nothing 
but rendering the princeſs's happineſs compleat, 
ſhe brought up in her palace a young prince, her 
- Brother's ſon, who was called Parcinus: he had a 
noble air, a delicate ſhape, a fine head of hair, ſo 
admirably white, that love himſelf might have 
been jealous of his power; for that god never had 
golden ſhafts more ſure of triumphing over hearts 
without reſiſtance, than the eyes of Parcinus. He 
did every thing well, danced and ſung extraordi- 
nary fine, and gained all the prizes at tourna- 
ments, whenever he contended for them. 
This young Prince was the delight of the court; - 
and Damona, who had her deligns, was not againſt 
the reſpect and value they ſhewed him. The king, 
his father, was the fairy's brother, whom ſhe de- 
clared war againſt without any pretence whatſo- 
ever, This king fought courageouſly at the head 
of his troops; but what could an army do againſt 
lv powerful a fairy as Danamo? who ſuffered the 
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victory not to balance long after her brother's 
death, who was killed in the action, with one 
ſtroke of her wand diſperſed her enemies and 
became miſtreſs of the kingdom. 

Parcinus was then an infant in arms; they 
brought him to Danamo; for it would have been 
in vain to have concealed him from a fairy: he 
had then ſuch engaging ſmiles, that they won all 
hearts; and Danamo careſſing him, in few davs 
aſter carried him home with her to her own king- 
dom. | 

The prince was about eighteen years old, when 
the fairy willing to execute what ſhe had ſo long 
deſigned, reſolved to marry him with her daugh- 
ter; and not doubting but the prince who was born 
ane, but by his misfortunes made a ſubject, would 
be overjoyed to become one day a ſovereign of 
three empires, ſent for the princeſs, and diſcovered 
to her the choice ſhe had made, | 

The princeſs hearkened to this diſcourſe with an 
emotion that made the fairy think that this reſo- 
lution in favour of Parcinus, diſpleaſed her daugh- 
ter. I ſee (ſaid ſhe to her, obſerving her diſor- 
der increaſe) that your ambition carries you ſo 
© far, that you would add to your empire the do- 
* minions of one of theſe kings, who have demand- 
ed you ſo often. But what kings may not Parcin- 
us overcome? his courage is beyond every thing: 
the ſubjects of a prince ſo accompliſhed, may 
* ſome time revolt in his favour; and by giving 
* you to him, I make ſure of the poſſeſſion of his 
* kingdom. And for his perſon, we need not 
* ſpeak of that; you know the proudeſt beauties 
* arenot able to reſiſt his charms.” 

The princeſs caſting herſelf ſuddenly at the feet 
of the fairy, interrupted her diſcourſe, and con- 
feſſed to her, that her heart had not had the power 
to withſtand that young victor, ſo famous for his 
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conqueſt : © But (added ſhe bluſhing) I have given 
the inſenſible Parcinus a thouſand marks of my 
£ tenderneſs, which he received with a coldneſs 
that makes me deſpair.” It was becauſe he durſt 
not raiſe his thoughts upto you (replied the proud 
fairy) he was without doubt afraid of diſpleaſing 
me; I know his reſpect.' 

This flattering opinion was too agreeable to the 
princels's inclination and vanity, for her not to be 
perſuaded to it. In ſhort the fairy ſent for Par- 
cinus, who came to her in a magnificent chariot, 
where ſhe and the. princeſs her daughter, waited 
for him; when ſhe ſaid to him, as ſoon as ſhe ſaw 
him, Call all your courage to your aid: I ſent 
for you not to continue your misfortune, but for 
your good: reign, Parcinus: and to compleat 
your happineſs, reign by marrying my daughter.“ 
+I, madam! (cried the young prince in an ama- 


* zement, wherein it was eaſy to perceive his joy 


had not the greateſt ſhare) I marry the princeſs, 


(continued he, falling back ſome Reps): alas! 


what god concerns himſelf in my fate, not to 
leave it to him alone from whom I aſk aſſiſ- 
* tance. 

Theſe words were pronounced by the prince 
with an heat which his heart had too great a ſhare: 
in to be withſtood by his reaſon, The fairy 
thought that this unlooked-for happineſs had put 
him beſide himſelf; but the princeſs loved, and 
love makes lovers more peaetrating than wiſdom 
itſelf, * What god, Parcinus (ſaid ſhe to him with 


diſorder) do you fo tenderly implore the aſſiſtance 


of; I know too well J have no {hare in the vows 
* you offer up to him.“ The young prince, who 
had had time to recover his. firſt ſurpriſe, and 


who knew he had been guilty of an imprudence 


in what he had ſaid, ſummoned all his wit to the 
aid of his heart, and anſwered the princeſs more 
D 3 gallaptly- 
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gallantly than ſhe hoped for; and thanked the 
fairy with an air of grandeur, that ſhewed him 
not only worthy of the empire offered him, but 
that of the whole world. 

Danamo, and her proud daughter. who were both 
{atished with this diicourſe, ſettled ail things be- 
fore they went out of the cloſet: the fairy defer: 
red the day of the nuptials, only to give the court 
time to prepare themſelves on ſo great an occahon. 
After this, the news of Parcinus's marriage with 
Azira, was ſpread all about the court; and the 
courtiers came in crouds to congratulate the 
prince. 

Parcinus received all their compliments with an 
air of coldneſs, which very much ſurpriſed his 
new ſubjects, that he ſhould appear chagrined and 
out of humour: all the reſt of the day he was 
fe plexed with the congratulations of the whole 
court, and the continual declarations of Azira's 
paſſion, 

What a condition was the young prince i in, who 
was ſeized with a lively grief? the day ſeem'd | 
to him a thouſand times longer than ordinary, 
The impatient Parcinus longed for night, which at 
laſt came; when with haſt he left that place where 
he had ſuffered ſo much, and went to his own apart- 
ment; and aſter having ſent all his attendants 
away, opened a door that went into the garder.s 
of the palace, which he croſſed, followed only by a 
young ſlave. 

A fine but ſmall river ran at the end of theſe 
gardens, and ſeparated the fairy's palace from a 
caſtle flanked with four towers, and ſurrounded 
with a deep ditch that was filled by the river: 
thither flew Parcinus's wiſhes and deſires. | 

A wonder was ſhut up in it? which treaſure, 
Danamo had carefully guarded, It was a young 
gs her ſiſter's daughter, who when ſhe on 
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leſt her to the care of the fairy; her. beauty wor- 
thy of the admiration of the whole world, ap- 
pearing too dangerous for Danamo to permit her to 
de ſeen nigh Azira. Sometimes the charming 
Irolita, which was her name, was ſuffered to come 
to the palace to ſee the fairy, and the princeſs 
her daughter; but was never allowed to appear in 
public: yet her charms though conſealed, were 
not unknown tothe world, 

The prince Parcinus ſaw her with the princeſs 


- Azira, and adored her from that very moment. 


Their nearneſs of blood gave this young prince no 
Privilege with Irolita ; for aſter ſhe was grown 
up, the mercileſs Danamo permitted none to fee 
her. | 100 
In the mean time, Parcinus, burnt with a ragin 

flame, which the charms of Irolita had kindled: + 
the was about fourteen years old ; her beauty was 
perfect, her hair of a fine brown, her complexion 
blooming as the ſpring; her mouth delicate, her 
teeth admirably white and even; and her ſmiles 
engaging, her eyes were of a fine hazzle colour, 


and piercing, and her looks ſeemed to ſpeak a 


thouſand things her young heart as yet knew no; 
thing of, | : 

She had been brought up in great ſolitude, nigh 
the fairy's palace, in the caſtle were ſhe lived; 
but ſaw no more of the world than if ſhe had been 
in a deſert. Danamo's orders were ſo exactly 
obeyed, that the fair Irolita paſſed her days only 
among thoſe women appointed her, whoſe number 
was very ſmall, but yet as many as were neceſſary 
in ſo lonely and retired a court; however, Fame, 
which regarded not Danamo, publiſhed ſo many 
wonders of this young princeſs, that perſons at the 
greateſt diſtance from the court, offered themſelves 
to be with the young Irolita, And her preſence be- 
lied not what fame had reported, ſince they always 
tound her worthy of their admiration, 
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A governante of great wit and knowledge, for- 
merly attached to the princeſs her mother, lived 
with her, and often groaned under the rigours of 
Danamo toward the charming Irolita : ſhe was cal- 
led Mana; and her deſire of ſetting the princeſs at 
liberty and reſtoring her to her right and dignity, 
made her yield to Parcinus's love, It was then 
three years ſince he was introduced into the 
caſtle in the habit of a ſlave; at which time he 
found her in the garden, and diſcovered to her his 
paſſion ; and as ſhe was then but a child, ſhe lov- 
ed Parcinus only as a brother. Mana, who was 
never abſent long from her, ſurpriſed the young 
prince in the garden one day, when he acquainted 
her with his love for the princeſs, and the deſign 
he had formed to loſe his life, or reſtore her li- 
berty? and ſeeking, by ſhewing himſelf to his 
ſubjects, a glorious revenge on Danamo, and 
placed Irolita on the throne. As the riſing me- 
Tit of Parcinus was capable of rendering the moſt 
difficult projects credible, and was the only means 
to deliver Irolita, Mana ſuffered him tocome ſome- 
times to the caſtle, when it was night; but never 
let him ſee the princeſs, except in her preſence. 
He, with his tender diſcourſe, and his conſtant 
ſedulities, endeavoured to inſpire in her as violent 
a paſſion as his own, Thus employed for three 
years, he went almoſt every night to the caſtle, 
and ſpent all the days in nothing but thinking of 
the princeſs, But to return to where we left him 
pro” 2a the gardens, followed by a ſlave, and 
Pierced with grief at the reſolutions of the fairy ; 
when he came to the river-lide, a gilded boat 
which Azira ſometimes took the air in, that was 
faſtened to the bank, ſerved to carry this amorous 
prince over. The flave rowed, and as ſoon as 
Parcinus had got up a ſilken ladder, that was 
thrown out from off a little terraſs, that 2 
the 
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the caſtle, the faithful ſlave rowed the boat back 
again, where he waited for the ſignal he made him, 
which was to ſhew him a lighted flaubeau from off 
the terraſs. That night the prince took his uſual 
tour; the ſilken ladder was let down, and he 
entered without any obſticle the young Irolita's 
chamber, whom he found laid on the bed all in 
Tears: but the beauty that appeared in that me- 
lancholy poſture, had an extraordinary Effect on 
the prince ! 

What ails my princeſs? (ſaid he, falling on 
his knees by the bedſide whereupon ſhe lay? what 
could caufe theſe precious tears? alas! (con- 
© tinued he ſighing) have I yet new misfortunes to 
* hear?” the tears and ſighs of theſe young lo- 
vers were intermixed, and they were forced to vent 
their paſſion, before they could tell the cauſe of 
their grief, At length the young prince deſired 
Irolita to tell him what new ſeverity the fairy had 
uſed to her, She will marry Azira (anſwered the 
beautiful [rolita bluſhing) which, of all her cruel- - 1 
ties, is the moſt painful to me.” O my dear 
* princeſs (cried the prince) you fear leſt I ſhould 
* marry Azira; my fate is a thouſand times more 
kind than 1 thought it.” Can you praiſe fate, 
© (replied the young Irolita, languiſhingly) when 
it is ready to ſeparate us? I cannot expreſs the 
* torments, the dread of that makes me feel. O! 

4 Parcinus, ycu are in the right, the love of a 
lover, and that of a brother is quite different, 
The. amorous prince thought to thank his fortune; 
he never till then knew the love the young Irolita 
had for him: and, in ſhort, could no longer doubt 
of the good fortune of having inſpired ſuch tender 
ſentiments into the princeſs. This happineſs, 
which he did not expect, rouſed up all his hopes. 
No (cried he in a tranſport) I deſpair not now 
* of overcoming our misfortunes, ſince [ amaſlured 
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of your tenderneſs, Let us fly, my princels, let 
* us avoid the rage of Danamo, and her hateful 
Daughter; let us not truſt to ſo ſatal an abode; 
love alone will make us happy.“ Should I go 
* away with you (replied the princeſs with ſur- 
© priſe) what would the world ſay of my flight?” 
Lay aſide tbeſe vain reflections, (fair Irolita) in- 
terrupted the impatient Parcinus; every cir- 
* cumſtance urges us to leave this place; let us 
go But where will you go! (replied the 
prudent Mana, who was always with them, and 
who, leſs engaged than thoſe young lovers, foreſaw 
all the difficulties in their flight) I will give 
vou an account of my deſign (replied the prince) 
but how did you hear ſo ſoon the news from the 
* fairy's court?” A relation of mine (anſwered 
Mana) writ to me as ſoon as it was wilpered 
about the palace, and I thought it my duty to 
* inform the princeſs of it.“ And what have [ 
* endured fince? (replied the lovely Irolita) no, 
« Parcinus, I cannot live without you.“ The young 
prince tranſported with love, and charmed with 
theſe words, kiſſed Irolita's hand with an ardour 
and tenderneſs, that had all the thanks of a firſt 
and moſt agreeable favour, Day began to appear, 
and informed Parcinus too ſoon, that it was time 
he retired, when he aſſured the princeſs he would 
come again the next night, and impart to her his 
project: he got to the boat and flave again, and 
retired to his apartment, He was ſo overjoyed 
with the pleaſure of being beloved by the fair Iro- 
lita, and agitated by the difficulties he foreſaw they 


ſhould meet with in their flight, that ſleep could 


not calm taat uneaſineſs, nor make him forget a 
moment of his happineſs. 

It was hardly morning, when a dwarf entered 
his chamber, and preſented him with a fine ſcarf 
from the princeſs Azira, who by a billet more ten- 
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der than he wiſhed for, deſired him to wear from 
that day that ſcarf, He ſent an anſwer, which 


very much confounded him; but he was obliged to 


it, to deliver Irolita, and to conſtrain himſelf for 
her liberty. When he had ſent Azira's Dwarf 
away, a giant came from Danamo, and preſented 
him with a ſabre of extraordinary beauty, the 
handle of which was of one ſingle ſtone, more 
beautiful than a diamond, and which gave a great 


light in the night; on this ſabre were engraved 
_ theſe words: 


For the hand of a conqueror. 


Parcinus was mightily pleaſed with the fairy's 
Preſent, and went and thanked her with that and 


the ſcarf on. The tenderneſs of Irolita ſuſpended - 


all diſquiets; ſhe had raiſed in his heart that ſweet 
and perfect ſatisfaction ſucceſsful love feels; a 
pleaſant air appeared in all his actions, which 
Azira attributed to her charms, and the fairy to 
Parcinus's ambition : the day was ſpent in plea- 
{ures and diverſions, which in no wiſe diminiſhed 


the inſupportable length Parcinus thought it. 


In the evening they took the air in the gardens 
of the palace, and on the ſame river ſo well known 
to the prince, who in going in the boat, felt a 
ſenſible concern, to ſee what difference there was 
between the pleaſures it uſed to give him, and the 
cruel torment he then endured. Parcinus could 
not forbear looking often at the habitation of the 
charming Irolita, who never appeared” when the 
fairy or Azira were on the water. That Princeſs, 
who watched all the actions of the prince, obſerved 
that his eyes were often turned towards the caſtle, 
* What do you look at, prince? (ſaid the) in the 
« midſt of honours done you, is Irolita's priſon 
* worthy your regard?“ Les, madam (replied 
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the prince very imprudently) I am ſenſible of 
* the ſufferings of thoſe who deſerve them not,” 
*'You are too compaſſionate (anſwered Azira dif- 
* dainfully) but to eaſe you of your pain, I can 
tell you Irolita will not be long a priſoner.” And 
* what will become of her (replied the young prince 
* ſhort) * The queen will marry her in five days 
* to the prince Brutus (returned Azira:) he is of 
our blood you know, and according to the in- 
* tentions of the queen, he will the next day after 
their marriage carry Irolita into a fortreſs, from 
* whence ſhe will never return to court. What! 
* (faid the prince, in an extraordinary diſorder) 
* will the queen give that beautiful princeſs to fo 
'* hideous a prince, whoſe ill qualities exceed his 
«* deformity? what cruelty is this!” This laſt 
word came from him againſt his will, but he could 
no Jonger conceal his reſentment, * Ithought that 
© you, of all people, Parcinus (anſwered the prin- 
* ceſs haughtily) ſhould not complain of Danamo's 
« cruelties.” This converſation, without doubt, 
had been puſhed too far for the young prince, 
whoſe buſineſs it was to diſſemble, if the attend- 
ants of Azira had not come up, and the fairy, ap- 
peared on the river-ſide. Azira returned to the 
fairy, and Parcinus coming out of the boat, ſeigned 
to be lick, that he might have the more liberty to 
go and complain, without any witneſs, of his new 
misfortunes, | 
The fairy, and above all Azira, ſhewed a great 
uneaſineſs for his being ill. He retired, accuſing 
fate a thouſand times for the misfortunes that 
threatened the charming Irolita, abandoning him- 
ſelf to all his grief and tenderneſs; but beginning, 
at length to recover thoſe diforders faithful lovers 
are ſo ſubject to, he writ in the moſt moving ex- 
preſſions his love could dictate, ro one of his aunts, 
Whoſe name was Favourable; who was a fairy as 
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well as Danamo, but one who took as much plea- 
ſure in comforting and aſſiſting the unfortunate, as 
Danamo did in making them fo, He told her to 
what a cruel condition his love and fortune had 
reduced him; and not daring to leave Danamo's 
court without diſcovering his deſigns, he ſent his 
faithful ſlave with it. | 

When every body was retired, he leſt his apart- 
ment as uſual, and croſſing the gardens alone, went 
into the boat, without knowing whether he could 
row or not; but what will not love teach us? he 
rowed as well as the moſt expert ſeaman, and got 
into the caſtle, where he was very much ſurpriſed 
to find Mana only, and ſhe all in tears, in the 
princeſs's chamber, What is the matter with 
you, Mana (ſaid the prince in haſte) and where 
is my dear Irolita?' * Alas! fir, (ſaid Mana) ſhe 
is not here, a troop of the queen's guards, and 
« ſome woman, carried her away from this caſtie 


three or four hours ago.“ Parcinus heard not the 


end of theſe words, but ſwooned away as ſoon as 
he underſtood the princeſs was gone. Mana took a 
great deal of pains to bring him to himſelf again, 
which was no ſooner done, but falling ſuddenly 
into a paſſion, he drew a little dagger he wore in 
his girdle, and had pierced his heart, had not 
the wiſe Mana, holding his arm, and falling on 
her knees, ſaid * What, ſir, will you forſake [rolita ; 
* live to deliver her from Danamo's rage. Alas! 
* without you, where will ſhe find ſuccour again 
the cruelty of the fairy?” theſe words ſuſpend- 
ed the unkappy prince's deſpair : * Alas! (replied 
* he ſhedding tears, which all his courage could 
not reſtrain) where is my princeſs? yes, Mana, 
© I will live to have the ſad ſatisfaction of dying 
* for her, and expiring in revenging her of her 
© enemies.” After theſe words, Mana begged of 
him to leave that diſmal place, to avoid freſh mis- 
. for tunes 
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fortunes. Go, prince (ſaid ſne) how know we 
* but the fairy has ſomebody here to give her an 
account of what paſſes? take care of a life ſo 
dear to a princeſs you adore,” Aſter this advice, 
the prince went away, and returned to his own 
apartment with all the grief ſo unhappy and tender 
a paſſion could inſpire. He paſſed the night on a 
couch he threw himſelf on when he went in, where 
day ſurpriſed him; which had appeared ſome 
hours, when he heard a noiſe at his chamber-door, 
He ran with that eager impatience we generally ex- 
preſs, when we expect news, wherein our hearts 
are fo much concerned; and found that his people 
had brought a man who wanted to ſpeak with him 
in haſte, and whom he knew to be one of Mana's 
relations: he gave Parcinus a letter, who went 
into his cloſet to hide the trouble it might give 
him; where he opened it, and found theſe words: 


M ANA; 
To the greateſt Prince in the world. 


c E aſſured, fir, our princeſs is in ſafety ; if 
: that expreſſion may be allowed, while in the 
power of her enemy; the has alked Danamo for 
me, who has ſuffered me to be with her: there 
is a guard in the palace, Yeſterday the queen 
« {ent for her into her cloſet, and ordered her 
proudly, to look on the prince Brutus, as one 
that was to be her huſband in a few days, and 
$ preſented to her that prince, ſo unworthy of being 
your rival, The princeſs was ſo much afflicted, 
* that ſhe made her no anſwer, but by tears, which 
are not yet dried up. You, fir, muſt find out 
means, if poſſible, to aſſiſt her againſt ſuch preſ- 
fing Misfortunes,” | | 


At the bottom of the letter theſe words were 
written blotted, and with a trembling hand. 


HOW 
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1 FOW much I pity you my dear prince! your 
6 calamities are more grievous to me than 


my own: I ſpare your tenderneſs the recital of 


* what I have endured ſince yeſterday ; why ſhould 


I trouble the repoſe of your life? alas! with- 
* out me you might have been happy.“ 


What joy and grief did the prince feel? what 
kiſſes he gave this invaluable token of the divine 
Irolita's love ? he was ſo much beſide himſelf, that 
he had much ado to return a ſuitable anſwer; he 


thanked the prudent Mana, informed the princeſs 


of the aſſiſtance he expected from the fairy Fa- 
vourable, and {aid a thouſand things on his grief 
and love: afterwards he gave the letter to Mana's 
relation and with it a preſent of fine jewels of an 
ineſtimable value, to recompence him for the plea - 
ſure he had done him, He was ſcarcely gone, 
when the queen and the princeſs Azira ſent to 
know how the prince did, It was eaſy to know, by 
his looks, that he was not well; they preſſed him 
to go to bed, which he agreed to, thinking he 


ſhould be leſs conſtrained than if he went to the 


jairy, 

Aſter dinner the queen went herfelf to ſee him, 
and ſpoke to him of Irolita's marriage with the 
prince Brutus, as a thing refolved on. Parcinus, 
who hed at lait reſolved to reſtrain himſelf to carry 
on his deſigns the better, ſeeming to approve of the 
fairy's intentions, and delired her only to ſtay till 
he has recovered, becauſe he had a great mind to 
be at the ſolemnity. The fairy and Azira, who 
deſpaired at his fickneſs, and promiſed him what he 
aſked; by which means he retarded the diſmal nup- 
tials of Irolita for ſome days. The converſation 
he had on the water with Azira forwarded the 
misfortune of the princeſs he loved ſo tenderly : 
tor Azira had given the queen an account of his 
diſcourſe 
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diſcourſe and his compaſſion for Irolita. And the 
queen, who never delayed the execution of her 
will, ſent that evening for Irolita, and reſolved 
with Azira, to finiſh the marriage of that princeſs, 
and to haſten her departure before Parcinus had a 
more eſtabliſned authority? but in the mean time, 
before the expiration of the time, the faithful 
ſlave arrived. How great was Parcinus's joy, to 
find in the letter Favourable had wrote, marks of 
her compaſſion and friendſhip for him and Irolita ! 
ſhe ſent him a little ring, compoſed of four diſ- 


ferent metals, gold, ſilver, braſs and iron: this 


ring had the power of ſecuring them four times 
againſt the perſecutions of the cruel Danamo: and 
Favourable aſſured the prince, that the wicked 


fairy could not purſue them oftener than the ring 
had power to ſave them. This good news reſtored 


the young prince to his health; he ſent in all 


haſte for Mana's relation and gave him a letter, 


that informed Irolita of the happy ſucceſs they 
might flatter themſelves withal. They had no time 
to loſe, the queen was for comſummating prince 
Brutus's marriage in three days, and that ſame 
night Azira made a ball, and Irolita was to be 


there. Parcinus could not think of being negli- 


gent on that occaſion : he dreſſed himſelf in a 


magnificent ſuit, and appeared a thouſand times 
brighter than the day,; but durſt not ſpeak to Iro- 


lita, except with his eyes, which often met thoſe 
of that fair princeſs, Irolita had on the nobleſt 
dreſs imaginable: the fairy had given her very 
fine jewels; and as ſhe had but four days to ſtay. 
in her palace, reſolved to treat her as ſhe ought to 
be. Her beauty not uſed to be ſet off with fuch 
ornaments, ſeemed wonderful to all, and much 
more to the amorous Parcinus, who thought, by the 
Joy that he ſaw in her bright eyes, ſhe had re- 
ceived his letter, The prince Brutus talked often 
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with Irolita; but he appeared of ſo ill a mien unto 
the gold and jewels he was loaded with, that he 
was not a rival worthy of the young prince's jea- 
louſy. The ball was almoſt over, when Parcinus, 
tranſported with his love, deſired with great ar- 
dour, the liberty of talking a moment with the 
princeſs, * Cruel queen, and thou hateful Azira, 
* (ſaid he to himſelf) will you deprive me yet lon- 
« ger of the charming pleaſure of telling the fair 
Irolita a thouſand times how I adore her? why 
leave you not, you jealous witneſſes of my 
happineſs, the place, fince love can only 
triumph in your abſence;* he had hardly form- 
ed this wiſh, but the fairy, finding herſelf a little 
out of order, called Azira, and went with her into 
the next room, whither prince Brutus followed 
them ; Parcinus had then the ring on his finger 
the fairy Favourable had ſent him. He ought to 
have preſerved the ſuccours given him for more 
preſſing occaſions, but violent love and prudence 
are ſeldom companions; the young prince thought, 
by the fairy's and Azira's departure-that the ring 


began to favour his love: he flew to the charm- 


ing Irolita, and ſpoke to her of his paſſion -in the 
moſt touching and eloquent expreſſions; when he 
perceived that he had made uſe of Favourable's 
charms ſillily, but could not repent of an impru- 
dence which gained him the pleaſure of entertain- 
ing his dear Irolita: they reſolved on the place 
and hour to put an end to their cruel flavery the 
next day. The fairy and Azira returned again 
tome time after, Parcinus parted with no ſmall re- 
gret from Irolita, and looking on his ring, per- 


ceived that the iron was mixed with the other me- 


tals, and ſaw very well that he kad but three wiſhes 
to make, which he reſolved to employ better than 
the firſt for his princeſs; but truſted none with his 
departure, but his faithſul ſlave, The next "wy 
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he appeared to the queen very eaſy, and moie 
pleaſant than ordinary; he paſſed ſome 'compli- 
ments on the prince Brutus upon his marriage, 
and did it in a manner capable of removing all 
ſuſpicions they might entertain of his paſſion, At 
two o'clock in the morning he went to the fairy's 
park, where he found his faithful ſlave, who, ac- 
cording to his maſter's orders, had brought four of 
his horſes. -The prince waited a little, when the 
lovely Irolita came wearied, and leaning on Ma- 


na; for that young princeſs endured fo much in the 


walk, thet love alone, without Danamo's cruel- 
ties, aud the il] qualities of prince Brutus, would 
not have been capable to have made her undertake 
it. It was then ſuininer, the night was clear, and 
the moon ond ſtars ſhined fo bright, that it was as 
light as day. The prince made up in haſte to- 
wards, her, kiſſed her hind for it was not a place 
to talk in, and helped her on her horſe, for ſhe rid 
wonderfully well, it being one of her amuſements 
to take horſe with her maids, and ride into a little 


wood, ſome diſtance from the caſtle, which the 


fairy ſuffered her to take the air in. Afterwards 
Parcinus mounted his horſe, and Mana and the 
{lave theirs. The young prince drawing the bril- 
liant ſabre the fairy gave him, ſwore to the ſair 
Irolita, to adore her all his life, and to die, if ne- 
ceſſary, in her defence. After theſe words they 
went away, and the zephirs ſeemed to correſpond 
with them, or to take Irolita for Flora, by always 
attending them, | | 

In the mean time, day diſcovered to Danamo a 
piece of news ſhe little expected. The ladies 
who were about Irolita, where amazed that ſhe ſlept 
ſo long; but obeying the order of the prudent Ma- 
na, who lay in the ſame chamber with Irolita, from 
whence they went out at a little back-door that let 
them into a court of the- palace, very littl- fre- 
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quented, by a door that was in Irolita's cloſet, 
and was nailed up; but in two or three nights they 
found out the means to open it. In ſhort, the 
queen ſent for Irolita: in obedience to the fairy, 
they knocked at the princeſs's chamber door, and 
nobody anſwered, But when the prince Brutus 
arrived, who came to conduct the princeſs to the 


queen, he was very much ſurpriſed: He broke 


open the door, and went in, and ſeeing the little 
door in the cloſet forced, he no longer doubted of 
the princeſs's flight, When the news was carried 
to the queen, ſhe ſhaked with anger, and ordered 
them to ſearch every where for Irolita; but it was 
all in vain, nobody could give any account of 
her. The prince Brutus himſelf went to ſeek after 
her, and ſent the fairy's guards with all ſpeed on 
the roads he thought they might take. In the 
mean time, Azira obſerved that Parcinus did not 
appear in this general conſternation ; and jealouſy 
opening her eyes, ſhe ſent in haſte to him, and be- 
gan to think that prince had taken Irolita away. 
The fairy herſelf could not believe it; but upon 


conſulting her books, ſhe found Azira's ſuſpicion 


to be matter of fact, In the mean time, the 
rogers having learned that Parcinus was not in 
is apartment, nor the palace, ſent to the caſtle 
where Irolita had been ſo long, to ſee if ſhe could 
find any thing whereby ſhe might juſtify or con- 
demn the prince, The prudent Mana had taken 
care to leave nothing that might diſcover Irolita's 
correſpondence with Parcinus, but Azira's ſcarf, 
which was found on the couch he ſwooned on, and 
had been untied while he was in that condition; 
and which neither the prince, nor Mana, who were 
full ofgrief, perceived. What did not the haughty 
Azira feel at the ſight of that ſcarf? her love and 
pride ſuffered both alike; ſhe afflicted herſelf to 
exceſs, and ſent all the ſervants of Irolita and the 
| prince 
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prince to priſon, The ingratitude the queen 


thought Parcinus, had ſhewed her, puſhed her na- 
tural rage to the laſt extremity. She would wil- 
lingly have given one of her kingdoms to have 
been revenged on thoſe two lovers, who at the 
ſame time were purſued on all ſides: prince Brutus 
and his troop met with freſh horſes every where 
by the fairy's order, whereas thoſe of Parcinus's 
were tired, and anſwered not the impatience of 
their Maſter. At the ſurther fide of a Foreſt he 
overtook them : the firſt motion of the prince was 
to go and fight that unworthy rival; he was riding 
up to him with his ſabre drawn, when Irolita cried 
out, prince ſeek not an unprofitable danger, 
* obey; the orders of the fairy Favourable.” Theſe 
words gave a check to Parcinus's rage, who to 
obey the princeſs and the fairy, wiſhed the prin» 
ceſs was in ſafety againſt the perſecutions of the 
cruel queen. He had ſcarcely made his wiſh; 
but the earth opened between him and his rival; 
a little ugly man, magnificently dreſſed, appeared, 


and made a ſign to him to follow him. The de- 


ſcent was eaſy on their ſide, he went down on 


horſeback, with Irolita and Mana, and the flave, 


and the earth cloſed. Brutus, ſurpriſed at ſo ex- 


traordinary an event, went in haſte to give Da- 


namo an account of it; and in the mean time our 
young lovers followed the little man through a 
dark' road, that, led to a large palace, lighted by 
flambeaus and lamps. They alighted from off 
their horſes, went into a prodigious large hall, 
ſupported by pillars of ſhining earth, covered with 
ornaments of gold; a little man loaded with jew- 


els, ſat on a throne of gold at the bottom of the 


hall, with a great number of people like himſelf 
about him, who conducted the prince to that 
lace; who, as ſoon as he appeared with the charm- 


ing Irolita, the little man aroſe from his throne, 
| 1 | and. 
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and ſaid to him, Come, prince, the great fairy Fa- 
vourable, who has been a long time one of my 
friends, hath deſired me to ſecure you againſt 
the cruelties of Danamo. I am king of the Gno- 
mes, you and the princeſs are welcome to my 
palace. Parcinus thanked him ſor his aſſiſtance, 
The king and all his ſubjects were enchanted at the 
beauty of Irolita; they took her for a ſtar that 
came to brighten their abode, and ſerved up a mag- 
nificent entertainment. The king of the Gnomes 
paid them all manner of reſpect, in harmonious 
concert, but ſomewhat wild was the diverſion of 
the night, where they ſung the charms of Irolita, 
and repeated ſeveral times theſe verſes; 


What ſtar is this that thus our ſight invades, 

And darts fuch beams on theſe our gloomy fades ? 
Yhich, while its luſtre fondly we admire, 

Dazzles our eyes, and ſets our hearts on fire, 


After the mutic was done, they led the prince 


and princeſs, each into a magnificent Rcom, and 


Mana and the faithſul flave followed them. The 
next day they ſhewed them the king's palace, who 
diſpoſed of all the riches of the earth; nothing 
could be added to that treaſure, which was a con- 
fuſed maſs of fine things unformed. The prince 
and princeſs remained eight days in this ſubterra- 
neous abode : Favourable had ordered the king of 
the Gnomes, during that time, to make the prin- 
ceſs and her lover gallant and magnificent enter- 
tainments. The night before their departure, the 
king, to immortalize the memory of their reſi- 
dence in his empire, had their two ſtatues erected 
in gold on each {ide his throne, on pedeſtals of 
white marble, with theſe words writ in letters of 
diamonds on the pedeſtal of the princels's * ; 

| e 
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We deſire no more the ſight of the fun; 


We have ſeen this prince, 
Who is brighter and more 6:autiful. 


And on the pedeſtal of the princeſs's ſtatue : 


To the immortal honour 
Of the goddeſs of beauty, 

Who deſcenaed here, 
Inder the name of Irolita, 


The ninth day the prince had very fine horſes 
given him, whoſe trappings were of gold, laid 
over with diamonds, and left, with his ſmall troop, 
the dark abode of the Gnomes, after having paid 
his acknowledgments to their king, and found him- 
ſelf in the ſame place where prince Brutus attacked 
him ; and looking on his ring, perceived only the 
Silver and braſs. He purſued his way with the 
charming Irolita, and haſtened to arrive at the ha- 
bitation of the fairy Favourable, where they were 
to be in ſafety: when all on a ſudden coming 
out of a vale, they met with a troop of Danamo's 
guards, who were ſtill in ſearch after them, and 
were juſt ready tò fall on them; when the prince 
withed, and preſently there appeared a great ſpace 
of water between them and the fairy troops, A 
beautiful nymph, half naked, roſe up in the mid- 
dle of the water, in a boat of ruſhes, laced toge- 
ther, and making towards the ſhore, deſired the 
prince and his beautiful miſtreſs to come into it; 
who, with Mana and the flave, left their horſes 
in the field, and went into the boat, which ſunk 
under water, and made the guards think they choſe 
rather to drown themſelves, than fall into their 
hands. Immediately they found themſelves in a 


palace, the walls of which were great drops of 


water, which falling continually, made halls, 
5 chambers, 
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chambers, cloſets, and encompaſſed gardens, 
where a thouſand ſpoutings of water, of odd Fi- 
gures, formed the deſign of parterres. None but 
Naids could live in this palace, ſo fine and ſingular 
as it was; therefore to afford the prince and the 
fair Irolita a more ſolid habitation, the Naid that 
conducted them, carried them into grottos of ſhell- 
work, compoled of coral, pearls, and all the riches 
of the ſea. Their beds were of moſs, a hundred 
dolphins guarded Irolita's grot, and twenty 
whales the prince's. 'T'he Naids admired at their 
return, the beauty of Irolita; and moreover, a 
Triton grew jealous cf the prince's looks and care: 
they gave them in the prince's grotto, a collation 
of fine fruits; twelve Syrens came to charin, by 
their {weet voices, the trouble of the prince and 
Irolita, and ſung the following ſong : 


Wherever love our heart conveys, 

He makes us happy different ways: 

Perfect lovers, triumph in your chams, 

And let your paſſions ſtill ſurmount your pains. 


At night there was an entertainment, conſiſting 
wholly of fiſh, of an extraordinary ſize, and ex- 
quiſite taſte, After this repaſt, the Naids danced 
in habits of fiſh- ſcales of different colours, which 
was very fine; bodies of Tritons, with inſtruments 
unknown to men, compoſed a ſymphony, which was 
odd, but new and very agreeable. Parcinus and 
the fair Irolita were four days in this empire; the 
fifth day the Naids came in crouds to conduct the 
prince and princeſs; which two lovers went into 
a Boat of one entire ſhell, and the Naids half out 
of the water, accompanied them to the river-lide, 


where Parcinus found his horſes again, and ſet for- 


ward with ſpeed; when looking on his ring, he 


perceived only the braſs; but they were then nig 
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Favourable's palace. They travelled three days, 

when on the fourth, at ſun-rifing,. they perceived 

men in arms, who, when they came near, appeared 

to be the prince Brutus and his troop, whom Da- 

namo had ſent again to purſue them, with orders c 

not to leave them, if they found them, not to ſtir 

off the ſpot, where any thing extraordinary ſhould 

fall out; and above all, to endeavour to engage the 

prince to fight. Danamo knew very well, after 

what Brutus had told her, that a fairy protected the 

prince and princeſs; but her knowledge was ſo 

great, that ſhe deſpaired not of overcoming them 

by more powerful charms. Prince Brutus over- | 

joyed to ſee the prince and Irolita again, whom he 

: fought aſter with ſo much diligence, rid with his 
| word in his hand up to Parcinus, to endeavour to | 
fight him, according to Danamo's orders. The a 
young prince drew his ſword with ſo fierce an ai, 
that Brutus repented more than once of his under- 
taking ; but Parcinus perceiving Irolita all in tears, 
moved with compaſſion at that ſight made his 
fourth wiſh, and preſently their aroſe a great fre 
up to the ſkies, which ſeparated Parcinus from his 
enemy. This fire made prince Brutus and his 
troop fall back. The young prince and Irolita, 
who were always attended with the faithful ſlave 
and Mana, found themſelves in a palace, the ſight | 
of which, being all fire, at firſt frightened Irolita; { 
but ſhe was ſoon encouraged, when ſhe perceived 
i Al ſhe felt no greater heat than that of the ſun, and 
Fj that this fire had only the flaming quality, and 
P not thoſe others, which render it inſupportable. A 
W: great many young and handſome perſons, richly 
” cloathed, came from whence the flames ſeemed to 
WI riſe, to receive the princeſs and her lover. One 
i | | of them, whom they judged to be the queen of that 
11 place, by the reſpects paid to her, ſaid, Come, 
charming princeſs, and you lovely Parcinus, you 
* are in the kingdom of Salamanders; I am the 
queens 
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t queen, and with pleaſure am charged by Fa- 
* yourable to conceal you ſeven days in my palace: 
* | wiſh only your abode here was to be longer.” 
Aſter theſe words ſhe carried them into a large 
apartment all on fire, like the reſt of the palace, 
and which gave as great a light as the ſun, That 
night they ſupped with the queen, and had a no- 
ble entertainment: aſter it was over, they went 
on a ferras, to fee an artificial fire of wonderful 
beauty, and a very ſingular deſign, which was 
prepared in a great court before the Salamander's 
palace, Twelve loves were on pillars of marble, 
of different colours: fix of them ſeemed ready to 
draw their bows, and the ſix others held out a great 
plate, whereon theſe words were written in cha- 
cacters of fire; | 


Wher#er fair Irolite appears, 

A glorious conqueſt there ſhe bears : 

Our raging flames, end hotteſt fire, 

Fall ſhort of what her eyes inſpire 
So great's the torment of deſire, 


The young Irolita bluſhed at her own glory, and 
Parcinus was overjoyed that ſhe was thought as 
handſome as ſhe appeared to him. In the mean 
time the cupids drew their arrows of fire, which 
croſſing in the air, formed in a thouſand place 
the cypher and name of Irolita, and carried it 
up to the heavens. The ſeven days they ſtayed 
in this palace were ſpent in pleaſures and diver- 
ſions. Parcinus obſerved, that all the Salamanders 
had a great deal of ſpirit, and a charming viva- 
city, were all gallant and amorous, and that the 
queen herfelf was not exempt from that paſſion, 
ſince ſhe was in love with a young Salamander of 
extraordinary beauty, The eighth day they left 
with regret an abode fo agreeable to their ten- 


derneſs, 
VOL, II. 


74 P ERTECT Lovx. 


derneſs, and ſound then ſelves in a fine field; 
where Parcinus, looking on bis ring, found on the 
tour metals mixed tocether, theie words engraved ; 


Yeu wiſhed too foon, _ 


Theſe words afflicted the prince and young prin- 
ceſs, but they were fo nigh Favourable's habitation, 
that they hoped to reack it that day. This thought 
ſuſpended their grie!, they went forwards, calling 
on fortune and love, too often deceitſul guides, 
The prince Brutus full: wed the fairy's orders, 
never ſtirred from the place where the fire ſepa- 
rated them, but lay encaniped behind a wood, 
when his centinels, who kept centinual watch, in- 
formed him that the prince and princeſs appeared 
on the plain again. He mounted his trocp, and 
came up by night with the unfortunate prince and 
divine Irolita. Parcinus was not in the leaſt diſ- 
mayed at the great number of thoſe who attacked 
him all at 6nce: he flew on them with a courage 
that terrified them: * 1 fulfil my promiſe, fair 
« Iroliia (ſaid he drawing his ſabre) 1 will die for 
© you, or deliver you from your enemies.“ After 
theſe words, he ſtruck the firſt he met, and felled 
him at his feet: but, O grief unexpected! that 
ſabre which he had of the ſairy, broke into a thou- 
ſand pieces, It was what the fairy expected from 
the combat with the young prince; for when ſhe 
gave any arms, ſhe charmed them in ſuch a man- 
ner, that when they were made uſe of againſt her- 
ſelf, they ſhould break at the fit blow into a thou- 
ſand pieces. Parcinus thus diſarmed, could not 
long reſiſt the numbers that ſurrounded him: they 
took him, loaded him with chains, and made the 
young Trolita undergo the ſame fate. O! fairy 
« Favourable (cried the prince melan holy) aban- 
« don me to all the rage of Dayamo, but ſa ve the 
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« fair Iroilta* * You have diſobeyed the fairy (an- 
« {wered a young man of furpriſing beauty, who 
« appeared in the air) you muſt endure the pu- 
© niſhment ; if you had not been fo prodigal of Fa- 
vourable's aſſiſtance, we had preſerved you 
* againſt the cruelties of Danamo. The whole 
© kingdom of the Sylphes are vexed that they had 
not the glory of rendering ſo charming a prince, 
and fo beautiful a princeſs, happy.“ After this 
he diſappeared. Parcinus groaned at his impru- 
dence; he appeared inſenſible of his own misfor- 
tunes, but was cruelly agitated with thoſe of Iro- 
lita: and the regret of having contributed to them, 
had made him to die away for grief, if fate had 
not prepared more cruel torments for him to un- 
dergo. The young Irolita ſhewed a courage wor- 
thy her illuſtrious blood ; and the mercileſs Brutus, 
far from relenting at ſo moving a ſight, redoubled 
their calamities which he was partly the cauſe of. 
He ſeparated them, and deprived them of the plea- 
ſure of complaining to each other without redreſs. 
r . After a cruel journey, they arrived at the wicked 
y fairy's, who expreſſed a malign joy to ſee the 
r prince and young princeſs in a condition ſo wor- 
1 

[5 


thy of creating pity in any other breaſt but her's; 
| however, Azira had ſome for Parcinus, but durſt not 
5 ſhew it before the fairy: I will (ſaid that cruel 
n * queen, addreſſing herſelf to the young prince) 


e have the pleaſure of revenging myſelf on thy in- 
* gratitude: go, inſtead of aſcending the throne 
r- my bounty deſigned you, to the priſon of the 
1 $ fea, where J will put an end to thy miſerable. 
ot * life by the moſt horrible puniſhments.” I 
y * chaſe rather the moſt wretched priſon (replied the 
ne prince, looking on her fiercely) than the favours 
ry * of fo unjuſt a queen.” Which words provoked 
n- her much more, who expected to have ſeen him 
he proſtrate at her ſeet, She made him be carried 
ir | 
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away to the appointed priſon: Irolita cried in fee- 
ing him go; Azira could not refrain her ſighs; and 
all the court groaned ſecretly at ſo cruel an order. 
For the ſair Irolita, the queen ſent her to the 
caſtle where ſhe had been kept ſo long, had her 
carefully guarded, and uſed her as inhumanly as ſhe 

was capable of. | | 
The prince's priſon was in a tower in the midſt 
of the ſea, built in a ſmall defert ifle: there he 
was kept loaded with irons, and underwent all ima- 
ginable hardſhips. What a place was this for a 
prince fit to rule the whole world? the remem- 
brance of Trolita was his ſole employ; he called 
on Favourable only to her aſſiſtance, and wiſhed a 
thouſand times to die, to expiate the crime he had 
committed: his faithful flave was put into the 
{ame priſon, but had not the ſatisfaction of ſerving 
bis illuſtrious maſter, who had none but rude ſoldiers 
about him, devoted to the ſairy; who, though 
obedient to her, could not but reſpe& the unhappy 
prince. His youth, beauty, and above all his cou- 
rage, touched them with an admiration that made 
them look on him as a man ſuperior to all others. 
The prudent Mana was treated in the caſtle with 
Irolita, in the ſame manner as the faithful ſlave, 
None but Danamo's creatures came nigh the prin- 
ceſs, who, by her order, excited in her a freſh 
grief every moment, by telling her what the 
prince ſuffered. The calamities of Parcinus made 
the princeſs ſometimes forget the remembrance of 
her own, and renewed her tears in a place where 
the had ſo often heard that charming prince ſwear 
to her an eternal fidelity: Alas! (faid ſhe to 
© herlelf, why was you ſo conſtant, my dear prince; 
indeed your infidelity would have coſt me my liſe, 
but what ſignified that? you would after that, 
* have been happy. Dan mo, who took ſoine time 
to prepare a. charm of extraordinary force, ſent 
5 Irolita 
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Trolita, in the morning, two lamps; one of Gold, 
the other of cryſtal; the golden one was lighted, 
Danamo ordered her not to let one of theſe two 
„lamps go out, but told her, She might keep 
which ſhe pleaſed lighted. Irolita anſwered, 
with her natural ſweetneſs, ſhe ſhould obey her, 
without ſearching into the {ignification of it. She 
carried the two lamps carefully into her cloſef, 
and as the golden one was lighted, ſhe put it not out 
all that day, and lighted the other the next day, 
and ſo continued to obey the fairy. She had kept 
theſe lamps fifteen days, when her health began 
to diminiſh, which ſhe thought might be occaſioned 
by her grief? but when they told her Parcinus was 
very ill, her piercing grief, and violent oppreſion, 
raiſed pity in all the women about her. One 
night, when they were all a fleep, one of thera 
went ſoftly to the princeſs, and ſeeing the cryſtal 
za mp burning: What is it you do, great prin- 
* ceſs! (ſaid ſhe to her) put out that fatal light, 
your health depends upon it, preſerve a life ſo 
valuable, from the cruelties of Danamo.“ Alas, 
$ (replied the melancholy lrolita, in a languiſhing 
air) ſhe has made it ſo miſerable, that it is a 
* kind of favour in the fairy to afford me the 
Means of putting an end to it: but, (continued 
* ſhe, with an emotion that brought a colour in 
her face) whoſe life does that golden lamp 
prevail over? * Parcinus's (replied Danamo's 
* confident, who ſpoke to the princeſs by her 
order; for that wicked fairy had a mind to tors 
ment her, by letting her know how cruel her fate 
was, At this news the grief of having herſelf 
taken care to put an end to Parcinus's days, made 
her lay ſome time inſenſible; but when ſhe came ö 
to herſelf, and in recovering her ſenſes, reſumed 3 
her ſorrews. Odious fairy (faid ſhe, when * 
< the had power to ſpeak) barbarous fairy! 1 
3 1 b 
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* is not my death ſufficient to appeaſe thy rage? 
but to be more cruel, thou mutt deſtroy, by my 
hands, a prince ſo dear to me, who is deſerving 
* of the tendereſt and moſt perfect love? but 
death, a thouſand times mote kind than thou, 
will ſhortly deliver me from all the miſchieſs thy 
rage invents, againſt a paſſion ſo violent and 
faithful.“ The young princeſs cried continually 
over the fatal lamp, on which Parcinus's life de- 
' pended, and lighted none but her own, which ſhe 
ſaw burn with joy, as a ſacrifice ſhe offered up to 
her love and lover, All this time that unhappy 
prince was tormented with puniſhments his cou- 
rage could not ſupport: the fairy made the ſol- 
diers, who guarded him, and feigned to be ſenſible 
of that illuſtrious prince's ſorrows, tell him, That 
« Irolita had conſented to marry the prince Brutus 
«in a few days after he was put into priſon, 
and that the princeſs ſeemed very well content 
« with her marriage, at all the feaſts that were 
© made to celebrate it; and in ſhort, that ſhe was 
gone away with her huſband,” This was a 
misfortune the prince did not expect, and was the 
only one that could be greater then his conſtancy. 
« What, my dear, Irolita, are you unfaithful to 
me (ſaid the ſad prince) to be prince Brutus's ? 
you have only bewailed my misfortunes, and 
© thought of putting an end to thoſe my tenderneſs 
* cauſed you: but live happy ungrateful Irolita ; 1 
* adore you unconſtant as you are, and will die for 
© my love, though not permitted the honour of 
dying for my princeſs.” Whilſt the unfortunate 
Parcinus was thus afflicting himſelf, and the tender 
Irolita was waiſting her life to prolong her lover's, 
Danamo was affected with Azira's deſpair, who 
died away with grief at the hardſhips of Parcinus. 
In ſhort, the cruel fairy perceiving, that to ſave 


her 
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her daugher's life, ſhe muſt pardon the prince, 
ſuffered her to go to fee him, and to promiſe him 
all he ſhould name, if he would marry her; andat 
the ſame time reſolved to have put Irolita to death, 

as ſoon as theprince had accepted the gropoſitions, 
The hopes of leeing Parcinus again, gave the me- 
lancholy Azira new life; the queen bid her ſend 
to Irolita for the lamp, that ſhe might be ſure it 
did not burn; which order ſeemed more cruel than 
all the reſt to the forrowful Irolita, How great was 
her uneaſineſs for the life of Parcinus? * Be not fo 
concerned for the life of that prince, (ſaid the 
women to her, why were about her) he is going 
to marry the princeſs Azira, and it is ſhe who, 
careful of his life, ſends for the lamp.” The 


torment of jealouſy, which was wanting among 


all her misfortunes, never till after theſe words 


had any ſhare in her calamities, Nevertheleſs 


Azira went to ſee the prince, and offered herſelf 
and kingdoms to him, pretending to be ignorant 
that he had heard of Irolita's marriage with Brutus; 
by which example ſhe would have convinced him, 
he had carried his conſtancy t o far. Parcinus, to 
whom nothing was valuable but his beloved 
Irolita, prefcred his priſon and ſufferings before 


liberty and empire. Azira deſpaired at his re- 


fulal, and her grief rendered her equally unhappy 
with that prince. 

During this time the fairy Favourable, who till 
then had boaſted of the inſenſibility of her heart, was 
not able to reſiſt the charms of a young prince in 
her court, who was in love with her; and this 
fairy could not have reſolved to liſten to him, had 
not the pride of her ſoul been overcome by this 
violence of her paſſion. In ſhort, ſhe yielded to 
the deſire of letting him know how he triumphed. 
The pleaſure of ſpeaking to what we love, ſeemed 
then 10 n to her, and ſo worthy of being 
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deſired, that approving what ſhe had blamed. fo 
much, ſhe came in haſte to the Aſſiſtance of Par- 
oinus and the fair Irolita. b 

Had ſhe ſtaid a little longer, it would have been 
too late, the fatal lamp of Irolita had but fix days 
to burn, and the grief of the unhappy Parcinus had 
almoſt put an end to his days. Favourable arrived 
at Danamo's palace; and as her power was ſupe- 
rior to hers, ſhe would be obeyed in ſpite of the 
wicked fairy. The prince was fetched out of his 
priſon, from whence he would not ſtir, til} he. was 
aſſured by Favourable, that the fair Irolita might 
ſtill be his. He appeared for all his paleneſs, as 
handſome as the day, and went with the fairy 
Favourable to the princefs's caſtle, whoſe lamp 
cait but a glimmering light. The dying Irelita 
would not conſent to have it put out, 'till ſhe was 
aſſured of the fidelity of her happy lover. No 
words or expreſſions are lively and tender enough, 
to give an idea of their joy ta ſee each other again. 
Favourable made them inſtantly reſume their for- 
mer charms, and endowed them with a long liſe 
and conſtant happineſs; but for their tenderneſs 
the had nought to add to that, Danamo, outrage- 
ous to fee her authority defeated, killed herſelf, 
leaving the fate of Azira and Brutus entirely to Iro- 
lita, who took no other revenge than marrying 
them both together, Pareinus was generous as. 
conſtant, accepted only of his father's kingdom, 
and left thoſe of Danamo's to Azira. The nuptials 
of the prince and divine Irolita, were ſolemnized 
with great magnificence; and after having paid 
their acknowledgements to Favourable, and re- 
warded the flave, and prudent Mana, they ſet out 
for their kingdom; where the prince and lovely 
Irolita enjoyed the happineſs of a paſſion, as tender 
and conſtant in their proſperity, as it was violent 
and faithſul in their adverlity, 


8 THE 
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PON a time, there was a king and queen 
of a certain country, who had two fine boys, 


whom the queen took ſuch care to have well bred, 
that they improved. greatly. Her majeſty was 
never brought to bed, but ſhe ſent to invite the 


fairies to her labour, and begged them to tell her 


her child's fortune as ſoon as it was born. 

She became with child again, and was delivered 
of a daughter, ſo very fair, that every one who 
ſaw her was in love with her. The queen command= 
ed the fairies to be very well treated; and when 
they were almoſt ready to take their leaves of her, 
ſhe deſired them not to forget their good cuſtom, but 
to tell her what ſhould happen to Roſetta, (ſo the 
infant princeſs was called.) The fairies told her, 


they had left their ſcheme book at home, and 


would come another time to ſatisſy her. Ah, ſays 
the queen, this does not propheſy good; you 
are not willing to trouble me with an unwelcome 


E 5: prediction: 
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Prediction: {peak freely I beg it of you; let me 
know the worſt of her fate; hide nothing from 
me.” They all delircd to be excuſed; and the 
more backward they were to tell her fortune, the 
more eager che queen was to know. At laſt the 
chief of them ſaid, * We are afraid, madam, Ro- 
ſetta will be the cauſe of a very great misfortune 
to her brothers, and that they will die for her ſome- 


how or other. This is all that we can foreſee of 


the fair princeſs, and we are very ſorry we 
have no better information to give you, The 
fairies went away, and left the queen ſo melan- 
choly, that the king took notice of it, and de- 
manded the reaſon. She anſwered, That ſitting 
too near the fire, ſhe happened to burn all the 
flax on her ſpindle,” Is that all (quoth the 
* king':) So he goes up into the garret, and 
fetched her more flax than ſhe could ſpin in a hun- 
dred years. 

The queen continued melancholy, and the king 
being inquiſitive to know the cauſe of it, ſhe re- 
plicd, „That walking near the river-ſide, ſhe let 
one of her green fattin ſlippers fall into the 
Eater,  * Is that all (quoth the king.”) He 
prelently ſet all the ſhoe- makers in the kingdom 
to work, and brought her ten thouſand hir of 
green lattin flippers to make up the matter. Still 
ihe continued as melancholy as ever, He aſked 
her the cauſe of it again, She told him, * That 
eating one day with too haſty an appetite, ſhe 
© chanced to ſwallow her wedding ring, which 
* the had upon her finger,” The king knowing 
ſhe did not ſpeak truth then (for he had locked up 
the ring) ſaid to her, My dear wife, this can 
* not be true, for I have your ring ſafe under 
lock and key;* and he immediately went and 
fetched it. The queen finding ſhe was caught in 
an untruth, one of the fouleſt crimes in the world, 
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to vindicate herſelf, conſeſſed what the fairies had 
foretold of little Roſetta, and deſired him, if he 
could think of means to prevent it, to let her know 
it. The king was mightily concerned, and ſaid to 
the queen, he knew no way of preventing the 
deſtruction of their two ſons; but to kill the child 
while ſhe was in her ſwaddling clothes, His 


wife wiſhed ſhe might die herſelf firſt, and bid 


him contrive ſome other means to ſave their two 
boys; for ſhe would never conſent to that, 

The king and queen thinking of nothing elſe, 
ſtudied ſo many ways, that in the end they 
thought they had found out one. The queen was 
informed that there was an old hermit in a wood 
near the city, whoſe dwelling was in a hollow 
tree, and that he was a wonderful perſon in mat- 
ters of counſel. She therefore reſolved to go and 


conſult him, the faries not having told the re- 


medy when they predicted the evil. She roſe one 
morning early, mounted on a little white mule 


ſhod with gold; and was attended by two of her 


maids of honour on horſe-back, each upon a fine 
horſe. When the queen and her maids arrived at 
the entrance of the wood, they alighted, and walk- 
ed on foot to the place where the old hermit lived 
in his tree. The ſolitaire did not like to ſee wo- 
men; but when he ſaw it was the queen, he cried, 


you are welcome, what would you have of me?” 
She than related what the fairies had foretold her 


of Roſetta; and aſked his advice in the caſe, He 
bade her ſhat the princeſs up in a tower, and 
never let her come out of it. The queen thanked 
him, gave him alms, and returned to tell the king 
her adventure, 

His majeſty approving of the hermit's counſel, 
ordered a large tower to be built, and encloſed his 
daughter in it. There ſhe lived; and that ſhe 
might not be weary of ſo retired a life, the king, 

E 6 queen, 
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queen, and her two brother, viſited her every 
day. The eldeſt of them was called the great- 
prince, and the youngeſt the little prince, for diſ- 
tinction ſake. They loved their ſiſter moſt dearly, 
for ſhe was one of the beſt and moſt beautiful crea- 
tures in the world, and the leaſt glance of hers 
was worth an hundred pounds. When ſhe was 
fifteen years old, the great prince ſaid to the. 
king, Papa, they ſay that my ſiſter is big enough 
to be married: ſhall not we go ſoon to her wed- 
« ding?” the little prince ſpoke to the ſame ef - 
fect to the queen; and their majeſties amuſed them 
with evaſive anſwers, without taking notice of 
the marriage. 

At laſt the king and queen fell very ill, an 
died both in one day. Diſmal was the ſtate of 
the court ; every one was in tears? nothing was. 
to be ſeen but black coats and gowns, and nothing, 
to be heard but tolling of bells, Roſetta above all, 
wanted to be coraforted, for the loſs of ſo good a 
mother. 

When the king and queen were buried, the 
marquiſſes and dukes of the kingdom conducted 
the great prince to a throne. of Gold and dia- 
monds, on which he aſcended, had a royal crown 
put upon his head, and was arrayed in robes of. 
purple velvet, embroidered with a ſun and ſtars. 
Then the whole court ſhouted, Long live the 
* king? and their ſorrow for their late majeſties 
death was forgot in their joy for his preſent ma- 
zeſty's ſucceſſion. | 

The king and his brother conſerring together, 
ſpoke to this purpoſe: Now the power is in our 
* own hands, let us releaſe our fiſter ont of the 
tower, wherein ſhe has already been too long 
ſhut up. It was no ſooner ſaid than done. They 
bad only a garden to croſs, and they came to the 
tower, which was built in one corner of it, as 


bigh 
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high as it could be made; for the late king and 
queen reſolved ſhe ſhould ſtay there all her life- 
time. Roſetta was then embroidering a robe in a: 
frame which ſtood before her; but as ſoon as ſhe 
ſaw her brothers, ſhe roſe, and taking the king by 
the hand, addreſſed herſelf to him in theſe words: 
good morrow, fir; you are now king, and I am. 
now your poor obedient ſervant; I beg you to 
let me come out of this tower, for I am quite 
tired with ſtaying here.” She then burſt out into 
a flood of tears. The king embracd her,. bade 
her not weep, for he came there on purpoſe to fetch 
her thence, and carry her to a fine palace, The 
prince's pockets were full of ſweet-meats, which 


he zave to Roſetta, * Come (ſays he) let us leave 


« this filthy tower: do not afflict thyſelf, the king 
ill get thee a huſband in. a little while.” | 
When Roſetta ſaw the garden full of flowers, 
fruits, and fountains, ſhe was ſo raviſhed that ſne 
could not ſay a word, for ſhe had never ſeen any 


thing like- it before. She gazed about her as if 


{he had been wild; ſometimes walked,. and ſome- 
. times ſtopped: ſhe gathered the fruits of the 
| trees, the flowers in the borders. Fretillion, her 


little dog, who was as green as a parrot, .and had 


but one ear, danced all the- way before her, and 
jumped and capered about as if he was as glad 2s 
his miſtreſs. that they were got out into the freſh 
air, 

T he company were well pleaſed with Fretillion's 
friſking and leaping over the walks; when all of a 
ſudden he ran to a little wood. The princeſs fol- 
lowed her dog, and never was woman more aſto- 
niſhed than ſhe was at the ſight of a huge peacock, 
that ſtrutted as ſhe approached him, and ſpread out 
his tail. She was ſo charmed with him, and 
thought him ſo very fine, that ſhe could not take her 
eyes off of him. The king and prinse followed 
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her, aſked what ſhe was ſo taken with? ſhe ſhewed 
them the peacock, and aſked what it was. They 
told her it was a bird which they ſometimes eat of, 
How (ſaid ſhe) are you ſo cruel to kill and eat ſo 
lovely a bird? I here proteſt to you, that I will 
never marry with any one but the King of the 
« Peacocks, and when I am queen, I will hinder 
© your eating them.” The king was ſurpriſed at 
this beyond meaſure: But, ſiſter, (replied he) 
* where will you find the King of the Peacocks ?” 
* Where you pleaſe (quoth the princeſs,) but I 
never marry any one elſe,” 

Upon this the two brothers conducted her to 
their palace, whither the peacock was brought, 
and carried to her bed-chamber, for {ſhe was 


mightily enamoured of him. Al: the ladies who 


had not ſeen Roſetta, came to wait upon her, and 
make their court; when ſome brought her com- 
fits, others ſugur-plumbs,-others robes of cloth of 
gold, others ribbons, others toys, others em- 


' broidered ſhes, adorned with pearls and dia- 


monds: every body gave her ſomething to welcome 
her abroad; and ſhe was ſo very obliging, courte- 
ous, and thankful for what ſhe had reccived at the 
hands of her viſitants, that they all of them went 
away very well ſatisfied. While ſhe was taken up 
with a great deal of company, the king and the 
prince endeavoured to find out the King of the Pea- 
cocks, if there was any ſuch monarch. in the world. 
They thought it convenient to bave their fiſter's 
picture drawn, to ſhew to the prince with the 
broad tail, if they ſhould happen to light upon 
him; and it was indeed drawn ſo beautifully, that 
it. wanted ſpeech only to be as lovely as the origi- 
nal, When that was done, the two brothers told 
the princeſs, that ſince ſhe would marry nobody but 
the King of the Peacccks, they would go together 
all over the world in ſearch of kim. If we find him, 


Wwe 
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we will bring him to you with joy: in the mean 
time do you take care of our kingdom till we 
return. 

Roſetta thanked them for the trouble they took 
for her ſake, and aſſured them ſhe would carefully 
govern the kingdom in their abſence; during 
which all her delight would be in the lovely pea- 
cock in her chamber, and the tricks of the little Fre- 
tillion. So they bade each other adieu, not with- 
out ſome ſhowers of tears at parting. 

As they ſaid, they did: the king and prince 
rambled up and down, aſking every where for the 
King of the Peacocks; nobody knew him. They 
went fo far, ſo very far, that nobody ever went 
farther, 


They arrived at the kingdom of Locuſts, and 


never ſaw the like beſore, there was ſuch a buz- 
zing, that his majeſty was afraid of loſing his 
hearing. He aſked one of them, who looked to be 
a locuſt of parts, if he could tell where he might 
find the King of the Peacocks. Sir (replied the 
© inſe&) hi⸗ kingdom is thirty thouſand leagues 
* off; you have gone out of your way to it.“ 
How do you know that? (favs the king) Ch, 
$ fir, (quoth the Locuſt) we know you very well, 
© for we come every year to ſpend two or three 
months in your gardens.” Immediately the king 
and his brother became acquainted with the Locuſt, 
and many civil things paſſed between them. They 
dined ' together, and his majeſty and his highnets 
took delight, in viewing the curioſities of the 
country, where the leaſt leaf on a tree was worth 
a guinea. When they had been kindly treated by 
their hoſt, they proceeded in their journey ; and 
knowing the way to the place they were bound to, 
it was not long beſore they ariived at it, The trees 
were all loaded with Peacucks, and the number of 
them ſo great, that their chuckling might be heard 
tiyg 
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two leagues off. Says the king to his brother, 
© If the King of the Peacocks ſhould be a Peacock 
« himſelf, how can our ſiſter pretend to have him 
for a huſband? we ſhould be made to conſent to 
it; and what a fine alliance will ſhe engage us 
in! beſides, what an honour it will be to us to 
have a little Pea chicken for our nephew! The 
prince was as much concerned about it as the king. 
«It is a wretched fancy of her's (quoth he) who 
£ could put it into her head, that there was ſuch a 
creature upon the earth as the King of the Peacocks ?” 
When they arrived at the capital city they 

ſaw it was full of men and women, but that their 
cloaths were all made of Peacocks feathers, 
which they met with wherever they came. They 
found the king taking the air in a rich little coach. 
of gold and diamonds. This monarch was ſo 
handſome, that the king and prince were charmed 
with him. His hair was fair, curled and long;: 
his complexion fair alſo; and on his head he 
wore a crown. made of a peacock's tail.. When: 
he eſpied them, he imagined by their dreſs that 
they were ſtrangers: and to inform himſelf con- 


cerning them, ſtopped his coach, and. ordered | 


them to be called to him.. 

The king and prince approached him, made him: 
a very low bow, ſaying, Sir, we are come from a 
far country, to ſhew to you a lovely picture ;” 
and then pulled out that of their ſiſter, which they 
carried in a caſe. When the King of the Pea- 
cocks faw it, © I do not believe (ſaid he) there is 
« ſo. beautiful a lady in the univerſe.” The 
king anſwered, * She is a hundred times hand- 
« fomer than her picture. You banter me (quoth 
the monarch of the fine tailed nation.) The 
prince then took his brother's part. Sir (ſaid he) 

my brother is a ſovereign as well "OT: 
| 4 
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© he iscalled the king, and Iam called the prince: 
. our ſiſter, whole picture you ſee here, is named 
© Roſetta, We are come to aſk you if you will 
* marry her: ſhe is handſome and diſcreet, and 
© we will give you with her a buſhel of crowns of 
„gold. Say you ſo (quoth the King of the Pea- 
cocks) I will marry her with all my heart: but 
© be you ſure that ſhe is as handſome as her picture, 
; © for otherwiſe you {hall be both put to death.” 
: Agreed (replied Roſetta's two brothers.“) Then 
© here (ſays the king to the captain of his guards) 
put theſe two perſons into priſon ; they ſhall re- 
main there till the princeſs arrives. The prin- 
ces obeyed, without making any difficulty of it, 
{or they knew Roſetta was handſomer than her 
portrait. | 8 
During their confinement they were treated to a 
wonder: the king came often to viſit them, and 
hung Roſetta's picture up in his palace, being ſo 
enamoured with it, that he could not ſleep night 
nor day, the image of the- fair lady running al- 
ways in his mind. The king and the prince wrote 
from their priſon to the princeſs by the poſt, to 
come away with all ſpeed, for the King of the 
Peacocks expected her. They did not let her know 
they were priſoners, for fear of troubling her too 
| much, OS 
| When ſhe received the fetter, ſhe was ſo over- 
joyed ſhe could hardly contain herſelf. She told 
every body ſhe met, the King of the Peacocks was 
found, and ſhe was to marry him. Bonfires were 
preſently lighted through all the city: the cannon 
dilcharged ; the choiceſt viands and ſweet-meats 
were devoured by cart-loads; and the princels for 
three days kept open houſe, treating all her gueſts 
with the richeſt wines. Atter which ſhe beſtowed 
her fine babies on her beſt friends, and, commit- 
ting the government to the oldeſt and wiſeſt pers 
ons 


90 The Srory of Parvcess RosE TA. 


ſons of the city, recommending to them to have 2 
care of the ſtate, to ſpend nothing, but to fave all 
they could for the king; packed up her baggage, 
and departed, leaving her Peacock behind her, 
having given the regents a ſtrict charge to be 


careful of him. Her dog Fretillion, her nurſe, and 


folter-lifter, were the only companions of her 
voyage, for ſhe went by ſea, She carried with 
her the buſhel of crowns of gold that were to be 
her portion, and change of ſuits ſufficient to laſt 
her ten years, at two ſuits a day. She did no- 
thing but ſing and dance: and her nurſe was al- 
ways enquiring of the maſter of the veſſel, whether 
they were not come near the kingdom of the Pe1- 
cocks? he ſtill anſwered, No, no.” She aſked 
him ſtill, * Are we now come?” * Have alittle pa- 
* tzence good woman (quoth the tar) we ſhall ar- 
rive in good time,” Are we come now? (favs 
the nurſe again.) Ves, you are come (replied 
the mariner.') And when he had ſaid it, ſhe 
drew up near him, ſeated herſelf down by him, and 
ſpoke to him thus: It is now in thy power to 
* make thyſelf as rich as thou pleaſeſt; do as 1 
would have thee, and thou ſhalt have as much 
money as thou wilt.“ He anſwered, What muſt 
I do for it?“ will give thee thy pocket full 
* of guineas (quoth ſhe',) Will you lo, ſays the 
mariner, 1 delire no better {port ; let us finger 
them as ſoon as you pleaſe'. The nurſe went 
on, What I require of you in return is, that this 
night, when the princeſs is a fleep, thou wilt 
* help me to throw her into the ſea; when ſhe 1s 
* drowned, I will dreſs my daughter up in her 
* cloaths, and we will carry her to the King of 
* the Peacocks, who will marry her; and for thy 

* reward thou ſhalt have a diamond bracelet, 
The mariner was ſurpriſed at the nurſe's cruel 
propoſal, * It is pity (faid he) to drown m 2 
kalt 
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fair princeſs.” But the wicked woman cured his 
ſcruples with a Þottle or two of wine, and he a- 
greed to ſerve her. 

About midnight, the princeſs being faſt aſleep, 
with her little dog Fretillon by her, the nurſe 
went tothe mariner, and made him enter Roſetta's 
cabin: They took her up, bed and all, and threw 
her into the ſea, her foſter ſiſter lending her 
belping hand. The princeſs did not wake with 
the ſtir they. made, nor with the blow of the fall; 


but what was happy for her the feathers of her 


bed were phcenix's, which are very rare, and 
have that good quality, they never ſink, ſo Roſetta 
ſwam upon her bed as ſafely, and as much at her 
eaſe, as if ſhe had been in the veſſel. The water 
by degrees however wetted the matting firſt, and 
then the bed and blankets, The princeis feeling 
the wet about her, was at firſt a little alarmed, 
but was quickly recovered. 

Her turning herſelf from one ſide to the other 
waked Fretillon, who had an excellent noſe, and 
imelt the ſoles and flounders that were near him: 


He fell a barking, ſo that it waked all the other 


fiſn, who began to ſwim about them. The great 
bh ran their heads againſt the princeſs's bed, 
which being faſtened to nothing, was toſſed to and 
fro like a ſhuttle- cock. My lady wondered what 
was the matter. How, (ſays ſhe) does our veſ- 
* ſe] dance ſo upon the vater? I never lay ſo un- 
* eaſy in my life as I have done to-night.” Fre- 
tillon in the mean while barked at the fiſh ſo 
loudly, that the nurſe and mariner heard him. 
That rogue of a dog (ſaid ſhe) is, I warrant ye, 
drinking our healths with his miſtreſs ; let us 
not mind them, but make to port as faſt as we 
can: And it was not long before they arrived 
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The monarch ordered a hundred coaches, 
drawn by all ſorts of rare beaſts, to meet the 
princeſs at the ſea ſide, Some were drawn by 
lions, ſome by bears, ſome by ftags, wolves, 
horſes, oxen, aſſes, eagles, and peacocks. The 
coach which Roſetta was to ride in, was drawn by 
ſix blue monkeys, who capered and danced, and 
played a thouſand pretty tricks: Their harneſs q 
was made of crimſon velvet, with plates of gold. Shi 
The king commanded ſixty young virgins to wait 
upon her at her arrival. They were dreſſed in li. 
all ſorts of colours; and filyer-and gold were the 
leaſt things about them, 

The nurſe had taken a great deal of pains to ſet apf 
off her daughter; ſhe dreſſed her head with Roſetta's t 
diamonds, and clothed her in her fineſt robes, T? 
But with all her finery ſhe was exceeding ugly: 
Her hair was black and greaſy; her eyes ſquinted; h 
the was hump-backed, and of ſuch an ill- humour, 6 1; 
that ſhe was always a ſcolding. 

Whenthe King of the Peacock's ſervants ſaw her Wl ++, 
come out of the veſſel, they were ſtruck dumb 
with aſtoniſhment. * Who is here (quoth {he) 
What, are you all faſt aſleep? Go, go, ye raſcals, 
fetch me ſomething to eat, or I will have you all « | 
* hanged.” They were ſtartled at her threats, 


and ſaid one to another, What filthy beaſt is come 4 
« amongſt us; ſhe is as ill-natured as ſhe is ugly: ſe 
Our king is finely helped up in a wife: there 
was no need of ſending to the end of the world th 
for ſuch a lady as this is.” The pretended prin- 
ceſs continued her airs, and for little or nothing 4 
- foul upon her attendants with her tongue and h 


Her equipage being very great, ſhe could not . 
o faſt along. She lolled in her coach like a 
gueen : but the peacocks, who had poſted then f 
&lxcs on the trees thereabouts, to ſalute her, * 
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ſue paſſed by, intending to welcome her with ſhouts 
of * Long live the fair queen Roſetta, when they 
Aw this fair creature, cried out, Fie, fie, how 


ugly ſhe is“ The jade, enraged at them, hid 


her guards kill thoſe raſcally peacocks; dare they 
affront and rail at me! the peacocks laughed at 
her and flew away. 

The rogue of a mariner, who ſaw what paſſed, 
whiſpered to the nurſe, * Mother we are in a forry 
| condition: your daughter ſhould have been a 
* little handſomer.“ She replied, * Hold your 
tongue, you blockhead, ox you will ſpoil all, 

The king receiving Intimation that the princeſs 
approached ; Well ſaid he to his courtiers, have 
the two brothers told me truth? is ſhe hand- 
ſomer than her picture. They anſwered, * It 
were to be wiſhed, fir, that ſhe would prove as 
* handſome,” * I defire no more, ſays the king; 
* let us go and ſee what ſhe is: for by this time 
the mock princeſs and her train were arrived in 
the great court in the palace, and the noiſe was 
ſuch, that he could not diſtinguiſh what they ſaid, 
only he could hear ſome of the crowd that were 
neareſt to him cry, Out upon her, how ugly 
* ſhe is! The king thought they ſpoke it of ſome 
dwarf or monkey that ſhe had brought along with 
her, for he could not imagine that it was ſhe her- 
{elf they ſaid this of. | 

Roſetta's picture was carried before the king at 
the end of a long ſtaff, and his majeſty followed it 
gravely with his barons, his peacocks, and the 
ambaſſadors of the ſeveral kingdoms reſident in 
his court, The king was very impatient to ſee 
his dear Roſetta ; but when he ſaw her ladyſhip, it 
was feared he would drop down dead in the place: 
He fell in the moſt terrible paſſion that ever was 
ſeen; he tore his garments, and would not come 
near her, being afraid of her as if ſhe had been a 
nend, and not a human creature, 


6 Have 
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* Have theſe two villains, whom I have in pri. 
* fon (ſaid he) had the impudence to make a jeſt 
* of me, and propoſe a baboon to me for a wife! 
© they ſhall die: go take that gipſey, her nurſe, 
* and he that brought them, throw them into the 
* dungeon in my great tower; I will make ex- 
* amples of them all.” 

In the mean time, the king and his brother, 
who were priſoners, hearing their ſiſter was arrived 
and was making her public entry, had dreſſed 
themſelves as fine as they could to receive her; 
but, inſtead of opening their priſon doors to ſet 
them at liberty, the gaoler came with twenty 
ſoldiers, and carried them down into a dark dun- 
geon, which was ſull of naſtineſs and vermin, and 
where they ſtood up to their necks in water. No- 
thing can be imagined more dreadful to perſons of 
their rank. * Alas (laid they toone another) it is 


© an unhappy wedding-day to us! What could 


be the caule of their ſufferings they could not 
con:eive, only they ſaw their death was reſolved 
on, and were both in a moſt deplorable ſtate i 
deſpair. Three days paſt over their heads, and 
they heard no tidings of any thing. At laſt the 
King of the Peacocks came, and railed at them{thro' 
a hole. You have uſurped the title of king and 
prince to deceive me, and impoſe your ſiſter on 
me; but you are all a company of raſcals, that do 
not deſerve the water that you drink: I ſhall take 
a courſe with you: your judges are preparing for 
your trial, and the rope is making that is to hang 
you. * King of the Peacocks (replied the king in 
* arage) do not make ſo much. haſte, you may 
«* repent it one time or other: Iam a king as well 


« as yourlſeli; I have a large kingdom, royal 


* robes, crowns and money in good ſtore, You 
* are merry fure, when you talk of hanging us: 
have we ſtolen any thing from you?” 


When 


cheats, for having promiſed the king a beautiful 
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When the king heard him ſpeak with ſo much 
reſolution, he could not tell what to do: he had 
almoſt a mind to releaſe them, and ſend them 
home with their fiſter ; but one ofhis favourites (a 
true court flatterer) cnnfrmad him in his deſign 
to have them tied up; otherwiſe, he ſaid, every 
body would fcorn him, to be tricked by ſuch ſorry 
fellows, He than ſwore he wouid never forgive 
them, and ordered that they ſhould be brought to 9 
atrial; which did not laſt long, for there was no 1 
need of much proof : the portrait of the rcal Ro- : 
ſetta was produced, as allo the perſon of the 
counterfeit, 'The impoſture was plain: fo the 
two princes were condemned to be beheaded as 


3 ©. 
13 THT - 


princeſs, and inſtead of ſuch a one, preſented him 
with an ugly wench hardly fit for his groom, 
The judges went in great ſolemnity to the 
priſon, to pronounce the princes ſentence; who 
cried out, they had not put any trick upon him; 
that their ſiſter was a princeſs, and as bright as 
the day; that there mult be ſeme miſtake in the 
matter; and dehred reſpite of execution for ſeven | 
days, in which time their innocence might be a 1 
made appear. The King of the Peacccks, who : | v 
was mightily enraged at them, could hardly be 4 
perſuaded to favour them ſo ſar; but at laſt he was | 
prevailed with to ſpare their lives ſo lon g. | 
While things went on thus at court, the poor 
princeſs Roſetta was in a miſerable condition. As 
ſoon as day broke, {he was amazed to find herſelf 
in the middle of the ſea, and Fretillion in no lefs 
amazement than his miſtreſs. She wept, and wept 
25 if the meant to {well the ocean with her tears. 
The fiſh who beheld them, pitied the ſorrowful 
princeſs. She knew not what to do, nor what to 
think. * Certainly (ſa id ſhe to herſelf) 1 was flung 
here by the King of the Peacock's order; be re- 
* pents 
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« pents of marrying me, and to get rid of me 
would have me drowned, He is a ſtrange tot 
© of a man ſurely, for I ſhould have loved him ſo 
well, and we ſhould have lived ſo comfortahly 
* together?” ſhe than fell a weeping again more 
than ever, for ſhe could not help loving him. 

Two days ſhe remained floating upon the ſea, 
ſoaked to the very bone, numbed with cold, and 
almoſt ready to give up the ghoſt: and indeed, 
had it not been for the company of her dear Fre- 
tillion, ſhe had died a hundred times in thoſe two 
days, if it had been poſſible, She was very hun 
ery; but ſhe took up oyſters as many as ſhe could, 
and ſwallowed them. Fretillion did not love them, 
yet as he muſt eat them or ſtarve, it brought his 


nomach too a little. When night came, Roſetta's 


fears increaſed; and quoth ſhe to her dog, Bark, 
© Fretillion, leaſt the fiſh eat us.“ He barked ll 
night, and the current drove the princeſs's bed on 
ſhore, near an old man's houſe, who lived alone 
in a little cottage, where nobody ever came to ſee 
him. He was very poor, and did not mind worldly 
goods, provided he had eaſe and ſuſtenance, 
when he heard Fretillion bark he was ſurpriſed, 


and could not tell whether he was awake or 


aſleep, their being no dogs in his neighbour- 
hood. He imagined that ſome travellers were 
got out of their way, and came out of his hut with 
a charitable intention to put them into it. On a 
ſudden he eſpied the princeſs and Fretillion ſwim- 
ming on the ſea; and the princeſs ſeeinghim, 
held up her hand, crying out. Help me father, 
or we ſhall periſh: 1 have languiſhed already 
© theſe two days.” 

When he heard her make that pitiful moan, he 
was touched to the heart with compaſſion, ran into 
his houſe to fetch out a long pole with a crook at 
the end, to pull the bed aſhore, and went into the 
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ſea up to his chin to hale her out, which not with- 
out much difficulty and danger he effected. Ro- 
ſetta and Fretillion rejoiced both when they ſet foot 
on dry ground. She thanked the good man for 
aſſiſting her, and wrapped herſelf up in her cover- 
lid; then, barefooted as ſhe was, ſhe walked te 
his cottage, where he lighted a fire of dry leaves, 
and took his late wife's bed-gown, with ſome 
clean ſhoes and ſtockings, to clothe the princeſs; 
who, thus dreſſed like a country girl, looked as 
fair as the morning, and Fretillion leaped about to 
divert her. | g 


And when the perils of the deep were Oer, 


u ii food ſupply'd the fuinting fair aſhore ; 
None ever ſuch an uſeful creature knew, 


Or dog ſo ſerviceable and ſo true. 

Roſetta, who ſo much had ſuffered, ſpar'd 

The traitors, fearful of their crime's reward. 

Learn ye, who have been injur'd, to forgive 

Like her, and to reſtrain your vengeance ſtrive t 
Beſides that fortune, now your friend, may change, 


i Iis greater to Forgive, than to revenge. 


The good old man perceived that Roſetta was a 
lady of quality, for the coverlid of her bed was 
cloth of gold and ſilver, and her quilt of ſattin. 
He begged her to tell him her adventures, and 
promiſed not to ſay a word, if ſhe exacted ſilence 
from him. To ſatisfy him, ſhe told him the whole 
ſtory from one end to the other, ending her re- 
lation with tears; for ſhe ſtill believed that the 
king of the Peacocks had ordered her to be 
drowned, * What ſhall 1 get for you, that you 
may eat? (quoth the old man) ſo great a prin- 
ceſs as you muſt have been uſed to da inties; and 
* as for me, I have nothing but my brown wg 
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and turnips, which will be but a ſorry meal for 
* your highneſs; if you would give me leave I will 
* g0:nd tell the King of the Peacocks that you are 
© here; for certainly, as ſoon as he fees you, he 
© will marry you.“ Ah! (replied Roſetta) he is a 
rogue, he would have me drowned; but if you 
© have a little baſket, tie it abcut my dog's neck, 
and he will be more unfertunate than ever I knew 
him, if he does not fetch us ſom eproviſions. 
The old man brought out a baſket, and-gave it the 
princeſs, who tied it about Fretillion's neck, faying, 
Go, ſirrah, to the beſt pot in the city, and 
bring me what is in it.“ Fretillion ran to the 
town, and the king's pot being the beſt, went 
ſtraight to the kitchen royal, opened the pot, took 


vut what was within it, and returned to his miltrels, 


Roſetta patted him on the back, and bade him go 
back and do his office again. Fretillion returned a 
ſecond time, ſo loaded with bread and wine, 
fruits and ſweet-meats, that he could hardly lug 


them a long. When the King of the Peacocks 


called for his dinner, the cook examining the pot 
that was over the fire, ſound there was nothing in 
it, and the deſert was alſo miſſing. The ſervants 
of the houſehold ſtared upon one another, and 
could not gueſs how it was gone. The King fell 
into a violent paſſion: however, he was forced to 
go without his dinner. Well, (ſaid he) let me 
have ſomcthing roaſted for ſupper, or you ſhall 
* pay for it ſevercly.” Supper-time being come, 
fays the princeſs to Fretillion, Go to town, and 
« fetch me the beſt thing out of the beſt kitchen 
* there.” The dog who had been taught to fetch 
and carry, did as his miltreſs commanded him; and 
knowing no kitchen better than the king's, went 
taither, entered itſoftly, and very dextrouſly carried 
off the roaſt meat. He returned to the princeſs 
with his balket full; and ſhe commanding him 

| again 
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again to do his office, he went to the palace again, 
and brought away the deſert a ſecond time. 

The King having no dinner, had a good ſto- 
mach to his ſupper, and ordered it to be ready 
early ; but there was nothing for him, which threw 
him into a greater rage than before. He raved 
and ſtormed, but all to no purpoſe ; the roaſted 
meat was gone, and he was compelled to eo to 
bed ſupperleſs. He was ſerved the ſame trick the 
next day at dinner and ſupper : fo that his ma- 
jeſty lived three days without eating or drinking: 
for whenever he ſat down, the meat was always 
miſſing. The chief favourite and miniſter, who 
was concerned for the health of the King, hid him- 
ſelf in a little corner of the kitchen, and kept his 
eye upon the pot that was over the fire. He had 
not ſtayed there long, before, to his great ſurpriſe, 
he ſaw a little green dog with one ear enter ſoftly, 
open the pot, take out the meat, and put it into his 
baſket; he followed, to ſee where he went: the 
dog ran directly to his miſtreſs at the old man's 


| houſe, The favourite returned to court, and told 
the king what he had ſeen, and that both his roaſt 


meat and boiled meat was every day carried to à 
poor peaſant's houſe. The King was amazed at 


it, and commanded the country man to be brought 


before him. The prime miniſter took ſome fer- 
jeants with him, and away they went to the pea- 
ſant's houſe, where they found the princeſs and 
the old man at dinner, eating his majeſty's boiled 
and roaſt very contentedly. The favourite bade 
the ſerjeants apprehend them: ſo Roſetta, the old 
man and Fretillion, were bound and led away to the 
palace. 
When they arrived there, word was brought to the 
King; who anſwered, to-morrow is the laſt day 
that theſe two cheats have to live; let the thief 
F 2 whe 
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who robbed me of my dinner die with them. He 
then entered the hall of juſtice to try the crimi- 
nals; the old man fell upon his knees, and pro- 
miſed to confeſs all, if he would ſpare his life, 


While he was ſpeaking the king looked upon the 


fair princeſs, and pitied her when he ſaw her 
weep: but when the old man declared that ſhe was 
the princeſs Roſetta, whom the wicked nurſe and 
mariner had thrown into the ſea; though the 
King was faint enough with three days faſting, he 
cave three leaps for joy, that ſhewed his ma- 
jeſty could cut a caper with the nimbleſt of them. 
He ran to the princeſs, unbound her, embraced 


her, and ſaid he loved her dearly. 


He preſently gave orders to bring forth the 
princes; who imagined it was to their execution, 
held d.wn their heads like condemned men. The 
nurſe and her daughter were alſo ſent for. When 
they all met together, they all knew one another, 
The princeſs threw her arms about her brothers 
necks: the nurſe and mariner begged pardon 
upon their knees, 'The king and the princeſs 
were ſo everjoyed, that they forgave them. The 
good old countryman was liberally rewarded, and 
had an apartment in the palace, where he lived 
all his life-time afterwards. The King of the 


Peacocks did his utmoſt to make the princes 


amends ſor their ſufferings, The nurſe. reſtored 
Roſetta her rich robes and the buſhel of crowns 
of gold. The nuptial feſtivai laſted fifteen 
days; every one was pleaſed, not excepting 
even Fretillion, who would eat nothing for the ſu- 
ture but the wings of partridges, NS 


he 
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Heaven is our guard, and innocence its care, 
Nor need the juſt th&worſt of dangers fear : 

I pities the defenceleſs virgin's grief, 

And ſends her, when ſbe calls, help and relief; 
I arms the ſureſt ſuccour and the beſt, 
Delivers and revenges the diſtreſs'd. 


When fair Roſetta on the waves was toſt, 
What hope had ſhe to reack the diſtant coaſt? 
Who that had heard the billows round her roar 
Could think ſhe ever could have gain'd the ſhore ? 
Who would not have believ'd her lovely fle/þ 
Would be ſome hungry whale's delicious Dif ? 


Saft pity muſt ka ve melted all his frame, 
Jo view the dangers of the floating dame, 
Heav'n heard her cries, or ſoon /he'd been a prey 
To death and the fell monſters of the ſea. PT, 
His part her little dog Fretillion play'd, 


uo. ſnapt the finny foes to ſave the maid. 


me” tf 


of Fg * 


Fs THE 


CURIOUS STORY 
OF THE 
WHITE MOUSE. 


N the kingdom of Bonbobbin; which, by the 

Chineſe annals appears to have flouriſhed twenty 
thouſand years ago, there reigned a prince, en- 
dowed with every accompliſhment which generally 
diſtinguifhes the ſons of kings. His beauty was 
brighter than the ſun. The ſun, to which he was 
nearly related, would ſometimes ſtop his courſe, 
in order to look down and admire him. 

His mind was not leis perfect than his body; he 
knew all things without having ever read; philoſo- 
phers, poets, and hiſtorians ſubmitted their works 
to his deciſion; and ſo penetrating was he, that he 
could tell the merit of a book, by looking on the 
cover. He made epick poems, tragedies, and 
paſtorals, with ſurpriſing facility; ſong, epigram 
er rebus, was all one to him; though, it is obſerved 
he could never finiſh an acroſtick. In ſhort, the 
fairy who preſided at his birth, had endowed him 
with almoſt every perfection, or what was juſt the 
fame, his ſubjects were ready to acknowledge he 

poſſeſſed 
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poſſeſſed them all; and, for his own part, he knew 
nothing to the contrary. A prince ſo accompliſhed, 
received a name ſuitable to his merit: and he 
was called Bonbeniu- bonbobbin-bonbobbinet, which 
fignifies enlightener of the ſun. 

"As he was very powerful, and yet unmarried, all 
the neighbouring kings earneſtly ſought his alli- 
ance, Each ſent his daughter, dreſſed out in the 
moſt magnificent manner, and with the moſt ſump- 


tuous retinue imaginable, in order to allure the 
gy ſo that, at one time, there were ſeen at 


is court, not leſs than ſeven hundred foreign 
princeſſes, of exquiſite ſentiment and beauty, each 


alone ſufficient to make ſeven hundred ordinary 


men happy. 
Diſtracted in fuch a variety, the generous Bon- 


benin, had he not been obliged by the laws of the 


empire to make choice of one, would very wil- 


lingly have married them all, for none underſtood 
gallantry better. He ſpent numberleſs hours of ſo- 


licitude, in endeavouring to determine whom he 


ſhould chooſe; one lady was poſſeſſed of every per- 


fection, but he diſliked her eye-brows ; another 


was brigher than the morning ſtar, but he diſap- 
proved her fong whang; a third did nct lay white 
enough on her cheek; and the forth did not ſuffci- 
ently blacken her nails, At laſt, aſter numberleſs 


diſappointments on the one ide and the other, he 
made choice of the incomparable Nanhoa, queen 


of the ſcarlet dragons. _ 


The preparaticns for the royal nuptials, or the 
envy of the diſappointed ladies, needs no deſ- 
eription; both the one and the other were as great 
a3 they could be. The beautiful princeſs was 
conducted, amidſt admiring multitudes to the royal 
ccuch, where, after being diveſted of every in- 


| cumbering ornament, he came more cheerful 


than the morning ; and, printing on her lips a 
F 4 bUTDINg 
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burning kiſs, the attendants took this as a proper 
- tignal to withdraw. 

Perhaps I ought to have mentioned, in the be- 
ginning, that among' ſeveral other qualifications, 
the prince was fond of collecting and breeding 

mice, which being an harmleſs paſtime, none of 
his counſellors thought proper to diſſuade him from; 
he therefore kept a great variety of theſe pretty 
little animals, in the moſt beautiful cages, enriched 
with diamonds, rubies, emeralds, pearls, and 
other precious ſtones: thus he innocently ſpent 
four hours each day in contemplating their inno- 
cent little paſtimes. : 

But, to proceed The prince and princeſs were 
now retired to repoſe; and though night and 
ſecrecy had drawn the curtain, yet delicacy re- 
tarded thoſe enjoyments which paſſion preſented 
to their view. — The prince happened to look to- 
wards the outſide of the bed, perceived one of the 
moſt beautiful animals in the world, a white 
mouſe with green eyes, playing about the floor, 
and performing an hundred pretty tricks. He was 
already maſter of blue mice, red mice, and mice 
with green eyes, was what he long endeavoured to 
- poſſeſs: wherefore, leaping from bed, with the ut- 
moſt impatience and agility, the youthful prince 
attempted to feize the little charmer ; but it was 
fed in a moment; for, alas! the mouſe was ſent 
by a diſcontented princeſs, and was itſelf a fairy, 

It is impoſſible to deſcribe the agony of the 
prince upon this occaſion, He ſought round and 
round every part of the room, even the bed where 
the princeſs lay was not exempt from the enquiry : 
he turned the princeſs on one ſide and the other, 
ſtripped her quite naked, but no mouſe was to be 
found; the princeſs herſelf was kind enough to 
aſſiſt, but {till to no purpoſe. 

| Alas, 
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Alas, (cr>ed the young prince in an agony) - 
«how unhappy am I to be thus diſappointed? 
never ſure was fo beautiful an animal ſeen; I 
« would give half my kingdom and my princeſs to 
him that would find it.” The princeſs, though 
not much pleaſed. with the latter part of his offer, 
endeavoured to comfort him as well as ſhe could: 
ſhe let him know that he had an hundred mice al- 
ready, which ought to be at leaſt ſufficient to ſatisfy 
any philoſopher like him. Though none of them, 
had green eyes, yet he ſhould learn to thank hea- 
ven that they had eyes. She told him (for ſhe was 
a profound moraliſt) that incurable evils muſt be 
borne, and that uſeleſs lamentations were vain, 
and that man was born to misfortunes: ſhe even 
entreated him to return to bed, and ſhe would en- 
deavour to lull him on her boſom to repoſe: but 
ſtill the prince continued inconfolable; and, re- 
garded her with a ftern air, for which his family 
was remarkable; he vowed never to ſleep in a royal 
palace or indulge himſelf in the innocent pleaſures 
of matrimony, till he had found the mouſe with 
the green eyes, - | 

When morning came, he publiſhed an edict, 
offering half his kingdom, and his princeſs, to that 
perſon who ſhould catch and bring him the white 
mouſe with green eyes. 

The edict was ſcarcely publiſhed, when all the 
traps in the kingdom were baited with cheeſe: 
numberleſs mice were taken and deſtroyed: but 
ſill the much wiſhed for mouſe was not among the 
number. The privy council were aſſembled more 
than once to give their advice; but all their de- 
liberations came to nothing; even though there 
were two complete vermin-killers, and three pro- 
feſled rat-catchers of the number. Frequent ad - 
dreſſes, as is uſual on extraordinary occaſions, 


were ſent from all parts of the empire; but 
F 5 though 
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though thefe promiſed well, thongh in them he re- 
ceived an aſſurance, that his ſaithful ſubjects would 
aſſiſt in his ſearch, with their lives and fortunes, 
yet, with all their loyalty they ſailed, when the 
time came that the mouſe was to be caught. 
The prince, therefore, was reſolved to go bim+ 
ſelf in ſearch, determined never to lay two nights 
in one place, till ke had found what he ſought for, 
Thus quitting his palace, without attendants, he 
ſet out upon his journey, and travelled through 
many a deſert, and croſſed many a river, high 
over hills, and down among vales, ſtill reſtleſs, 
ſill enquiring wherever he came: but no white 
mouſe was to be found. 
As one day, fatigued with his journey, he was 
ſhading himſelf from the heat of the mid-day ſun, 
under the arching branches of a banana tree, me- 
ditating on the object of his purſuit, he perceived 
an old woman hideouſly deformed, approaching 
him : by her ſtoop and the wrinkles of her viſage, 
- the ſeemed at leaſt five hundred years old; and 
the ſpotted toad was not more freckled than was 
herikin, * Ah! prince Bonbenin-bonbobbin-bon- 
* bobinet (cried the creature) what has led you ſo 
many thoutand miles from your own kingdom? 
* what is it you look for, and what induces you to 
travel into the kingdom of the emmits?” The 
prince who was exceſſively complaiſant, told her 
the whole ſtory three times over, for the was hard 
of hearing. Well ſaid the old fairy, (for ſuch ſhe 
was) J promiſe to put you in poſſeſſion of the 
White Mouſe, with green eyes, and that imme- 
* diately too, upon one condition!“ One con- 
dition (continued the prince in a rapture) name 
* a thouſand ; I ſhall undergo them all with pl: a- 
* ſure.” * Nay (interrupted the old fairy) ] aſk 
but one, and that not very mortifyivg neither; 
# it is only that you inſtantly conſent to marry _e. 
It 
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It is impoſſible to expreſs the Prince's confuſion 
at this demand: he loved the mouſe, but he de- 
teſted the bride; he heſitated; he deſired time 
to think upon the propoſal. He would have been 
glad to conſult his friends on ſuch an occaſion, 
Navy, nay cried the odious fairy, if you demur, 
] retract my promiſe; I do not defire to force 
my favours on any man. Here, you my at- 
© tendants (cried ſhe, ſtamping with her foot) let 
* my machine be driven up: Barbacela, queen 
© of Emmets, is not uſed to contemptuous treat- 
ment.“ She had no ſooner ſpoken than her 
fiery chariot appeared in the air, drawn by two 
ſnails; and ſhe was juſt going to ſtep in, when 
the prince reflected, that now or never was the 
time to be in poſſeſſion of the white mouſe; and 
quite forgetting his lawful princeſs, Nonhoa, falling 
on his knees, he implored forgivenels for having 
raſhly rejected ſo much beauty. This well-timed 
compliment inſtantly appealed the angry fairy. 
She affected an hideous leer of approbation, and 
taking the young prince by the hand, conducted 
him to a neighbouring church, where they were 
married together in a moment. As ſoon as the 
ceremony was performed, the prince, who was to 
the laſt degree, deſirous of ſeeing his favourite 
mouſe, reminded the bride of her promiſe. * To. 
© conſeſs a truth, my prince (cried ſhe) I myſelf 
am that very white mouſe you ſaw on your wed- 
ding night in the royal apartment. I now 
© therefore give you your choice, whether you 
would have me a mouſe by day, and a woman. 
by night, or a mouſe by night, and a woman 

* by day.” Though the prince was an excellent 
eaſuiſt, he was quite at a loſs. how to determine; 
but at laſt thuught it moſt prudent to have recourſe 
to a blue cat, that had followed him from his own 

dominions, and frequently amuſed him with its 

EE converſations 
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converſation, and aſſiſted him with its advice: 
in fact this cat was no other than the faithful prin- 
ceſs Nanhoa herſelf, who had ſhared with him all 
his hardſhips in this diſguiſe. 
By her inſtructions he was determined in his 
choice; and, returning to the old fairy, pru- 
dently obſerved, that, as ſhe muſt have been ſen- 
{ible he had married her only for the ſake of what 
ſhe had, and not for her perſonal qualifications, he 
thought it would, for ſeveral reaſons, be nioſt con- 
venient, if ſhe continued a woman by day, and 
appeared a mouſe by night. | 

The old fairy was a good deal mortified at her 
huſband's want of gallantry, though ſhe was re- 
juctantly obliged to comply; the day was there- 
fore ſpent in the moſt polite amuſement, the 
gentlemen talked, the ladies laughed, and were 
angry, At laſt the happy night drew near; the 
blue cat ſtill ſtuck by the fide of its maſter, and 
. even followed him to the bridal apartment. Bar- 
bacela entered the chamber, wearing a train fif- 
teen yards long, ſupported by porcupines, and all 
over beſet with jewels, which ſerved to render her 
more deteſtable. She was juſt ſtepping into bed 
to the prince, forgetting her promiſe, when he in- 
Bfted upon ſeeing her in the ſhape of a mouſe. She 
had promiſed, and no fairy can break her word; 
wherefore aſſuming the figure of the moſt beauti- 
ful mouſe in the world, ſhe ſkipped and played 
about with an infinity of amuſement. The prince 


in an agony of rapture, was deſirous of ſeeing his 


pretty playfellow move a flow dance about the 
floor to his own ſinging; he began to ſing, and 
the mouſe immediately to perform with the moſt 
perfect knowledge of time, and the fineſt grace 
and greateſt gravity imaginable: it only began, 
for Nanhoa, who had long waited for the oppor- 
tunity, in the ſhape of a cat, flew upon it in- 
| 4X ſtantly, 
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ſtantly, without remorſe, and eating it up in the 
hundreth part of a moment, broke the charm, 
and then reſumed her natural figure. | 
The prince now found that he had all along 
been under the power of enchantment; that his 
paſſion for the White Mouſe was entirely fictious, 
and not the genuine complexion of his foul: he 
now ſaw, that his earneſtneſs aſter mice was an illi- 
beral amuſement, and much more becoming a 
rat catcher than a prince, All his meanneſſes 
now ſtared him in the face; he begged the prin- 
ceſs's pardon an hundred times. The princeſs 
very readily forgave him; and both returned to 
their palace in Banbobbin, lived very happily to- 
cether, and reigned many years, with all that 
wiſdom, which by the ſtory, they appear to 
have been poſſeſſed of. Perfectly convinced by 
their former adventures, that they who place their 
affections on trifles at firſt for amulement, will 
find thoſe trifles at laſt become their moſt ſerious 


concern. : 
— — 
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I. happened upon a time, there was a certain 
king and queen, who had ſeveral children, but 
they all died; and the king and queen were ſo 

| | _ mightily 
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migghtily troubled at it, that never any body could 


be more ſo. Their coffers were all full, and they 
wanted only children to leave their treafures to, 
Five years were paſt ſince the queen had a child, 
and all the world believed ſhe would have no more, 
becauſe ſhe ailicted herſelf too much for thoſe 
pretty princes which ſhe had buried. 

But at laſt ſhe was with child, and all her 
thoughts, night and day, were what ſhe ſhould 
do to preſerve the royal infant when it was born, 
what name ſhe {ſhould give it, what clothes, what 
babies, and play things provide for it. 

Proclamation was made, and orders ſet up in 
all places, that the beſt nurſes in the kingdom 
| ſhould come to court, that the queen might chuſe 
one out of them to nurſe the expected babe. Im - 
mediately the good women came from all quarters: 
the court was full of nurſes, with their little 
children in their arms. The queen being one 
day walking to take the air in a neighbouring 
wood, and the king with her, ſhe fat down to 
reſt herſelf; and ſaid to his majeſty, * Sir, pray 
give orders that all thoſe nurſes be brought 
* hither, that we may make choice of one of them, 
for all the cows we have will not''yield milk 
enough to make pap ſor the children they have 
« brought with them.” Very well, my dear (re- 

« plied the king”) and ſtreight he commanded that 
the nurſes ſhould come to them. They accord- 
ingly came, one after another, and made each a 
fine courtſy to their majeſties. Then they ſtood 
along in a row, and the king and queen ſurveyed 
them in general firſt, and afterwards in particular; 
they examined their freſh complexions, their white 
teeth, and their breaſts full of milk. Among 
the reſt came an ugly jade drawn in a wheel-barr 
row by two naſty dwarfs: ſhe was a cripple, and 
ſo crooked that her chin and knees almoſt met. 
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She had a great wen in her face; ſhe ſquinted, 
and her ſkin was as black as ink: ſhe held ſome- 
thing in her arms like a little infant monkey, to 
which the gave ſuck, and ſpake a jargon that no- 
body underſtood. + She approached their majeſti-s 
in her turn to offer her ſervice, but the queen bid 
her be gone; Get ye hence, you filthy beaſt! (quoth 
her majeſty;) what put it into your head of ſuch 
a creature as thou art to come hither ? if thou 
©doſt not get thee away inſtantly, I ſhall order 


© thee to be driven after another manner.” The bel- 


dam muttered to herſelf, and retreated to an old 
tree, where {he lay in a crevice of the trunk 
and ſaw all that paſſed. The queen thinking no 
more of her, choſe a handſome young woman to be 
her nurſe; but as ſoon as ſhe had named her, a 
horrible ſnake, which lay in the graſs, ſtung her 
in the foot, and ſhe fell down as if ſhe had been 
dead. The queen was very ſorry for the accident, 
and made choice of another. She Had no ſooner 
done it, but an eagle which few over the nurſe's 
head with a huge turtle in her claws dropped it on 
the woman's head, and broke it in pieces as if it 
had been glaſs, The queen was more concerned 
at this accident than the other; yet ſhe choſe a 
third nurſe for the child that was to be born; and 
this woman running too haſtily towards her, fell 
down againſt the ſtump of a tree, and ſtruck her 
eye out. Alas! (ſays her majeſty) 1 fee this is 


ban unfortunate day; I cannot pitch upon! a 


* nurſe, but preſently ſome miſchief comes to her: 
let a ſurgeon be ſent for to look after them.“ So 
ſhe aroſe from her ſeat, and was returning to the 
palace, when ſhe heard ſomebody laugh aloud; 
and turning back, ſhe eſpied the old deformed bel- 
dam behind her, like. a baboon's mate, with her 
young ape in a wheel-barrow. She laughed at 
the whole company, and at the queen in * 
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lar: which ſo enraged her majeſty, that ſhe would 
have fallen upon and beaten her, very much ſuſ- 
pecting that ſhe had been the cauſe: of the miſ- 
chiefs that had befallen the nurſes. But the jade 
ſtruck.thrice with her wand, and the dwarts were 
immediately changed into dragons, the wheel- 
barrow into a chariot of fire, and away ſhe flew 
into the air, threatening what ſhe would do to all 
of them, and making dreadful cries, Alas, 
« (faid the king) we are undone! it is the fairy 
* Caraboſſa; the wretch has hated me ever fince I 
* was a little boy, for playing her a trick once, 
* and throwing ſome brimſtone into her porridge: 
" ſhe vowed to be revenged, and has from that 
time taken all opportunities to exerciſe her 
* vengeance upon me.“ The queen wept, and re- 
« plied, * Had I known who the was, fir, I had 
given her good words, and endeavoured to have 
* made her my friend. This misfortune will cer- 
« tainly be the death of me.” When the king ſaw 
ſhe grieved ſo much about it; he ſtrove to comfort 
her, though he wanted comfort himſelf, * Come, 
« my dear (ſays the monarch) let us go and con- 
* ſult our council upon the matter,” He then 
took her by the arm, and held her up as ſhe 
walked home, for ſhe trembled {till at the thoughts 
of the danger ſhe was in from Caraboſſa's re- 
vente. 

When their majeſties returned to their palace, 
they ſummoned their chief councellors to attend 
them in their chamber. The doors and windows 
were {hut very cloſe that they might not be'over- 
heard; and it was gravely reſolved, that all the 


fairies a thouſand leagues about fhouid be in- 


vited to the queen's labour. Couriers were diſ- 
patched, and very civil letters written to the 
fairy ladies to deſire them to come to her ma- 
jeſty's crying-out, and to keep the matter ſecret, 

for 
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for fear Caraboſſa ſhould hear of it. To ſatisfy 
them for their trouble, each of them was promiſed 
a waiſtcoat of blue velvet, a petticoat of crimſon, 
ſome pink ſattin, ſlippers of the ſame colour, 
- ſome gilded ſciſſars, and a needle-caſe full of fine 
needles. | 

As ſoon as the meſſengers were departed, the 
queen and her maids ſet to work to provide 


the things that were promiſed to be given the 


fairies. She knew ſeveral, but there came only 
five. They arrived in the very moment that the 
queen was brought to bed of a princeſs. The 
fairies would give her each a bleſfing: one en- 
dowed her with perfe& beauty ; another with an 
infinite deal of wit; a third with a talent to ſing 
admirably: a forth with a genius to write well 
in proſe and verſe, As the fifth was going to 
ſpeak, they heard a noiſe in the chimney like 
that of a great ſtone falling down from the top of 
_ a ſteeple, and Caraboſſa appeared all over in a 

ſweat, crying out, And I alſo endow this little 
* creature ; | 


* Miſchief ſhe ſtall give and take 
ill her years doth twenty make. 


The queen, who was in her bed, fell a weep- 
ing at theſe words, and begged Caraboſla to pity 
the poor innocent princeſs, All the fairies did the 
ſame; ſaying, * Pray, ſiſter uncharm her,” But 
the ugly wretch was inexorable, and would not be 
perſuaded to it. So the fifth fairy who had ſaid 
nothing, to make up the matter, endowed her 
with a long happy life, after the time of Cara- 
boſſa's curſe was expired. The beldam fairy did 
nothing but laugh at them, ſung ſome ſongs in 


contempt of them, and mounting her invifible 


var, returned as ſhe came, through the W 
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All the ſiſters were in great conſternation: the 


poor queen was at death's door, ſo cloſe had Ca. 
ra boſſa's wayward charms ſtruck her. However, 
ſhe gave the fairies what ſhe had promiſed them, 
and added {:me ribbons, of which they are very 
fond. Thecourtiers made much of them; and the 
oldeſt of them, when ſhe went away, adviſed the 
queen to let the princeſs be kept in ſome. place or 
other till ſhe wag twenty years old, where ſhe 
might be ſeen by none, except by her woman, 
who fhould be commanded to keep her locked up 
cloſely. Upon this the king ordered a tower to 
be built, cloſe and faſt at top, and no windows 
to it, with only a lamp burning within it. The 
way to it was through a valley, which ran along a 
league under ground, The nurſes and gover- 
nants had every thing they wanted conveyed to 


them by this dark paſſage; and every twenty 


paces there was a ſtrong door, and guards ſet to 
watch. 'The princeſs was called Verenata, becauſe 
the roſe and the lily joined in the colour of her 
complexion, which was as freſh and fair as the 
face of the ſpring. As ſhe grew up ſhe became a 
wonder in all the perſections with which the 
fairies had endowed her. The moſt difficult ſci- 
ences were as ſoon learned by her as the 
molt eaſy; and ſhe was ſo beautiful and ſo well 
ſhaped, that the king and queen always wept for 
Joy when they ſaw her. She begged them ſome- 
times to ſtay. with her, or to fuffer her to go out 
with them ; for ſhe was tired, though ſhe could not 

tell why; but they always excuſed themſelves. 
Her nurſe, who had lived with her from the 
hour of, her birth, and did not want wit, uſed to 
tell her what the world was, and ſhe preſently 
comprehended it as much as if ſhe had ſeen it. The 
king ſaid, to the queen, My dear, Caraboſſa will 
* be deceived, and our Verenata will be happy 30 
| puts 


Q &S 


The STorxy of PriNnctss VerENaTa. 11g 


« ſpite of all her predictions. And the queen was 
extremely pleaſed, to think how they ſhould baulk 

the miſchievous fairy's malace. They had or- 

dered Verenata's picture to be drawn, and ſent ſe- 
veral of them to all the courts they could think of; 

for the time of her releaſement approached, and 
they reſolved to marry her, ſhe being within four 
days of twenty years of age. The court and 
city prepared rejoicings for the day of the prin- 
ceſs's liberty; and the public joy was increaſed 
by news that king Merlin had deſired her in mar- 
riage for his ſon. Fanfarinet, Merlin's ambaſſa- 
dor, arrived to demand her; and her nurſe having 
repreſented that nothing in the world was ſo fine 
as his entry would be, the princeſs longed paſſion- 
ately to ſee it. How unhappy am I (faid ſhe) to 
be locked up in a dark tower! I have never 
6 ſeen the heavens, the ſun, nor ſtars, of which I 
* have heard ſuch wonders: I have never ſeen a 
© horſe, an ape, or a lion, unleſs it be in paints 
ing. The king and queen told me] ſhould come 
out when I was twenty years old, but they only 
{aid it to amuſe me, that I may be patient. It 
is plain, I am deſtined to periſh here, without 
having given offence to any one.“ She then 
wept ſo bitterly that her eyes ſwelled in her head: 
her nurſe, her foſter- ſiſter, her dreſſer and 
rocker, and all her women who waited upon her, 
loved her entirely, and wept as much as ſhe to ſee 
her weep, The whole company were almoſt 
drowned in tears, and choaked with ſighs. Ne- 
ver was ſorrow ſo complete. And the princeſs obs 
ſerved that they were all mightily concerned for 
her, took up a knife, threatening them, if they did 
not contrive ſome way or other for her ſeeing Fanfa- 
rinet's public entry, ſhe would ſtrike it to her heart. 
She added, neither the king or queen ſhould ever 
know eit: conſider with yourſelves, had you rather 
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I ſhould ſtab myſelf here, than give me the ſatis- 
faction I deſire of you? at theſe words, the 
nurſe and the other attendants broke out into 
tears, weeping and ſighing; and they reſolved 
they would get her an opportunity to fee Fanfa- 
rinet, or die in attempting it. They conſulted the 


whole night how to bring it about, but could not 


think of the means to effect it. The princeſs, who 
was eager to ſee the fight, animated them in their 
conſultations, by ſaying, * Never tell me you love 
me again; if you did, you would find out a way 
to oblige me in this one requeſt, I have read, 
that love and friendſhip ſurmount all difficul- 
ties.“ At laſt they came to a reſolution, to dig 
out a hole in the tower on that ſide of the city 
where Fanfarinet was to make his entty. They 
took down the princeſs's bed, and all of them were 
employed night and day in the buſineſs they had 
undertaken, They firſt ſcraped off the plaiſter, 
and then took out the ſtones. They removed ſo 
many, that a little hole was at laſt made, not 1o 
big as the eye of a needle, through which the light 
appeared ; and that was the firſt time ſhe ſaw it: 


it dazzled her, and ſhe gazed at it continually. 


The women could not widen it, fo ſhe was forced 
to be content with what they had done; and looking 
through it ſometime, at laſt Fanfarinet came by 


at the head of a noble train. He was mounted 


on a fine horſe, which danced to the ſound of 
trumpets, and curveted to a miracle, Before 
him marched ſix muſicians, playing upon flutes, 
and {ix hauthoys, which anſwered one another by 
echos; then followed trumpets and kettle- 
drums. Fanfarinet had a coat on embroidred 
with pearls: his plume was of carnation colour: 
be could hardly be ſeen for ribbons and diaimounds, 
which were not ſo rare in theſe countries as in 


aur's, king Merlin having whole chambers * 
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ef them. In a word he made ſuch a ſhining fi- 
gure, that the light did not ſeem brighter in the 
princeſs's eyes. She was ſo ſtruck at the ſight, 
that ſhe no longer remained miſtreſs of herſelf; 
and having thought of it a little, ſhe declared ſhe 
would never marry any man but Fanfarinet, for it 
was not likely that his maſter could be ſo ami- 
able as he. She ſaid, her education had cured 
her of ambition, and it would be no hard matter 
for a princeſs, who had been bred up in a dark 
tower, to retire with him to a country houſe, if 
they were driven to it: that ſhe had rather live 
upon bread and water with him, than have all the 
rarities in the world with another. In ſhort, ſhe 
ſpoke ſo heartily, that her women began to be 
more alarmed than ever, fearing what would be 
the effects of her paſſion... They repreſented to her 
the injury ſhe would do her own rank, to match 
with one of his. But their talk was in vain : She 
did not hearken to them, reſolving to follow her 
own inclination when ſhe had it in her power. 

As ſoon as Fanfarinet arrived at the king's pa- 
lace, the queen ſent for her daughter. All the 
ſtreets were ſpread with tapeſtry, and the win- 
dows crowded with ladies; ſome had baſkets of 
flowers in their hands, others baſkets of laurels, 
others excellent odours, with which they ſcented 
the air to welcome the fair princeſs abroad. Her 


women beginning to dreſs her, a dwarf knocked 


at the tower gate, mounted on an elephant, ſent 
by the five good faries who had endowed her on 
her birth- day. They ſent her a crown and ſceptre, 
a robe of golden brocade, a petticoat of butter- 
flies wings (a wonderful piece of work!) and a 
caſket-full of ineſtimable jewels; ſuch a treaſure 
was never ſeen together before. 'The queen 
ſwooned with aſtoniſhment at the fight. The 
princeſs, on her part, took little notice of _ 

for 
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for all her thoughts were on Fanfarinet. The 
dwarf was thanked, and rewarded for his trouble 
with one thouſand ells of fine ribbon, of ſeveral 
colours, with which he made garters, cravat- 
ſtrings, and hatbands. The queen deſired him 
to ſtay till ſhe fetched ſomething for the fairies, 
worthy their acceptanae : and the princeſs, who 
was very generous, made them a preſent of ſome 
german ſpinning wheels, and eedar ſpindles, 
The rare things which the dwarf brought were 
made uſe of to adorn her: and ſhe appeared ſo ſur- 
priſingly beautiſul to every body who ſaw her, 
that the ſan's luſtre was thought to be faint to 
her's. She walked through the ſtreets upon rich 
tapeſtry; and the people who flocked to behold 
her, cried out continually, how lovely ſhe is, how 
charming ! 
As ſhe marched along in this pomp and ſplen- 
dour, accompanied by the queen and four or five 
dozen of princeiſes of the blood, beſides ten 
dozen more who came ſrom the neighbouring 
_ kingdoms to affiſt at this feaſt, the ſky on a ſud- 
den darkened, the thunder rumbled in the air, 
and rain and hail fell in torrents. The queen 
flung her royal robes over her head: the ladies 
did the ſame by theirs; and Verenata was going tg 
do it, when the found and cry of a thouſand ra- 
vens, crows, owls and other birds of ill omen 
was heard, which ſeemed to preſage that nothing 
good would come to this feſtival. At the ſame 
time a raſcally owl, of a prodigious bigneſs, was 
ſeen flying towards the princeſs with a cobweb 
ſcarf in his mouth, embroidered with bats wings, 
which he let fall on Verenata's ſhoulders. He had 
no ſooner done it, but the company heard a loud 
laughter, and ſuppoſed it was a ſcurvy trick played 
them by Cara boſſa. 
Every one was grieved at this melancholy fight, 
and 
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and the queen more than all of them ; ſhe wept, 
and endeavoured to take off the black ſcarf from 
her daughter's ſhoulders, but it ſtuck as cloſe as 
if it had been a part of her. Ah (cried ſhe) our 
* enemy is too hard for us ſtill; nothing will ap- 
© peaſe her. I ſent her fifty pounds of comfits, ag 
much double refined ſugar, and two Weſtphalia 
hams, yet ſhe is as miſchievous as ever. 

While ſhe was complaining thus, the princeſs, 
and all that attended her, began to be wet to their 
ſkins. Verenats, whole head was full of the 
ambaſſador, got ground of them all in the pro- 
ceſſion, and went on without ſaying a word. She 
thought, if ſhe had the good luck to pleaſe the 
man ſhe loved, ſhe would neither care ſor Cara- 
boſſa nor for her ſcarf, though it was looked upon 
to be ſuch a bad preſage. She admired, within 
herſelf, why he did not come to meet her; but her 
admiration was at an end, when ſhe ſaw him ad- 
vancing by the fide of the king: upon which the 
trumpets founded, the drums beat and the vio- 
lins made an agreeable entertainment to the aſ- 
ſembly, who redoubled their ſhouts, and their 
joy was as extraordinary as the occalion of it. 

Fanfarinet had a great deal of wit: but when he 
beheld the grace, majeſty and beauty of the 
princeſs, he was ſo transported, that inſtead of ſe- 
riouſly talking, when he courted her, one would 
have imagined he was drunk, though he drank no- 


thing but a diſh of chocolate. He bec. me like 


2 madman, when he perceived that with cne 
glance he had forgot that fine harangue he had 
prepared for her, and which he had got ſo by 
heart, that he could before this minute repeat it 
in his ſleep. While he was endeavouring to re- 
collect himſelf, he made ſeveral low bows to the 
princeſs, who on her {ide alſo made him half a 
dozen courtſies, not conſidering what ſhe w_ 

| | 35 | c 
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At laſt ſhe broke ſilence, and to help him out of 


the confuſion which ſhe ſaw he was in, addreſſed 
herſelf thus to him: * My lord Fanfarinet, I can 
« eaſily imagine that all that you would ſay to me 
is charming; I doubt not but your wit is an- 
© ſwerable to your character: Let us however 
© make haſte to the palace; it rains like a deluge; 
and Caraboſſa, who owes us this ill turn, will 
not ſpare us till we get thither.“ Fanfarinet re- 
plied very gallantly, The fairy had very wiſely 
provided rain, to quench the fires which thoſe 
bright eyes would light.” He then took her by 
the hand, and led her forward. As they were 
walking, ſhe ſaid to him ſoftly, * You will not 
gueſs at the opinion J have of you, unleſs I ex- 
plain myſelf further; it is true, I cannot do it 
* without pain; but, . Hon: ſoit qui mal y penſe, 
* Evil be to them that evil think. Know then, 
* my lord Ambaſſador, that I have beheld you 
with wonder, and was ſurpriſed at the charm- 
ing figure you made on horſeback at your public 
entry, when the horſe danced and curveted; J 
am ſorry you came hither on any other man's 
account. If you have as much courage as I to 
find out an expedient for it, inſtead of marrying 
vou in your maſter's name, I will marry you in 
* your own. I know you are not a prince; what 
then? I like you as well as if you. were: we'll 
* fly together to ſome corner of the world ; we 
4 ſhall be blamed at firſt; no matter, others may 
do worſe ; and when people are weary of blaming 
* us, they will leave us in quiet to enjoy our 
retirement, where I ſhall be glad to be with 
you.“ | | | 
Fanfarinet thought he dreamt, for Verenata was 
a princeſs of admirable qualities and perfections, 
that he could never have hoped for that honour, 
unleſs ſome ſtrange whimſy had ſeized her. He had 
4 not 
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net preſence of mind enough to anſwer her: had 
they been alone, he would have thrown himſelf ar 
her feet; he now could only claſp her hand, 
which he did ſo cloſely, that he hurt her little fin - 
ger, yet ſhe did not cry out: ſo much her paſſion 
ran in her head, that ſhe was inſenſible of any 
thing elſe. When ſhe entered the palace, a thou- 
ſand of ſeveral ſorts of muſical inſtruments were 
tuned for her welcome, to which were added a 
concert of ſuch heavenly voices, that the audi- 
ence were afraid of breathing, leſt they ſhould 
make too much noiſe, and ſo interrupt the har- 
mony. The king having kiſſed his daughter's 
forehead and cheeks, ſpoke to her as follows: 
My pretty lamkin (for he was uſed to give her 
+ ſuch little tender names) are not you glad you 
are going to marry the great king Merlin's ſon ? 
* the Lord Fanfarinet, whom you ſee here, is 
* come to perform the ceremony, and will carry 
you into the fineſt kingdom in the world.” 
The princeſs courtſied down to the ground, and an- 


ſwered, I ſhall obey you, father, in all things 


with pleaſure, if my dear mamma will conſent 
to it,” The princeſs was bred up in ſo much 
tenderneſs to her parents, that ſhe had not forgot 
the pretty terms ſhe uſed in her leading-ſtrings. 
5 I confent (ſays her mother) with all my heart;“ 
(and embraced her as a token of her joy.) Let 
dinner be got ready immediately, quoth the 
queen. It was no ſooner ſaid, but an hundred 
tables were ſpread in an inſtant, and all the com- 
pany ſell too heartily, except Verenata and Fanfa- 
:inet, who looked on one another ſo much, that they 
had no time for eating, nor thinking upon any 
thing elſe, 

Aſter the feaſt there was a ball and a play: but 
it was ſo late before they had done ſupper, and 
they had eat ſo plentifully, that moſt of the people 
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ef quality, and others who where there, (lept as they 
ſat. Their majeſties themſelves fell into a ſound 
nap on a couch; the lords and ladies ſnored 
again, and the fidlers nodded over their inſtru- 
ments, and knew not what they did. Our loves 
were the only perions who were well awake: and 
ſeeinz they were not o ſerved, toyed as lovers are 
uſed to do when they have an o port nity to ſhew 
their paſſions. Verenata perceiving the guards, 
as well as the reſt, were aſleep, ſaid to Fanfarinet, 
this minute is ours; let us improve it and be 
gone: if we ſtay till the marriage ceremony is 
over, the king will place ſome ladies of th: 
© court about me. and order a prince to accom- 
« pany me to your maſter's court ; it 1s better for 
us to take hold of the preſent opportunity than to 
© wait for another.” She than roſe up, and took 
the king's dagger from his (ide, which was all 
over fet in diamonds. She allo carried away with, 
her the queen's mantle, which {he had laid by, to 
ſleep the more at her eaſe, in which was a car- 
b uncle of ineſtimable value, and a diamond that 
rendered the perſon who wore it invifible. Fanfa- 
rinet took her by her lily white hand, and bend- 
ing one knee to the ground, replied, * I ſwear by 
© all that is held ſacred in heaven or earth, that [ 
will eternally be faith ul and obedient to your, 
«* highneſs: you do every thing for me ma- 
« dam and can there be any thing that I will not 
do for you?* They then went both of them out of 
the palace, the ambaſſador taking a dark lan- 
thorn in his hand. They paſſed through ſeveral 
bye-ſtreets and lanes, till they came to the ſea- 
fide, where they took boat. Their mariner was a 
poor old ſellow who lay aſleep in his bark. They 
waked him; and when he ſaw Verenata ſo beautiful 
and glittering with jewels, with the black batt- 
feather ſcari .on her ſhoulders, he took her _ 
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the goddeſs of night, and fell down to worlhip her. 
The lovers had no time for ceremonies; they 


commanded him to put to ſea, which he was not 


over willing to do, for there was neither moon nor 
ſtar to be ſeen, the weather being ſtill cloudy, 
occalioned by the tempeſt Caraboſſa had raiſed. 


It is true, there was a Carbuncle on the queen's 


mantle, which ſhone more than fifty lighted 
torches, and Fanfarinet might, as we are told, 
_ ſaved hin ſelſ the trouble of carrying a dark 
lanthorn with him. The ambaſſador aſked the 
princeſs whither ſhe ſhould go? Alas (ſaid the) I 
will go along with you; wherever you will go, 
I wilb go; I think of nothing elſe.“ But, ma- 
dam, (quoth Fanſarinet) I dare not condu q you 
to the court of king Merlin; it is as much as my 
neck is worth to be caught within his dominions. 


Well then (replied Verenata) let us go to the de- 


ſert iſle of Squirrels; it is far enough off, and 
' we need not fear being fellowed thither.“ She 
ordered the mariner to ſet ſail; and though his 
bark was of a very ſmall ſize, he obeyed her, 

As day began to break, the king, queen, and 
court, having ſhook their ears and rubbed their 
eyes a little, got up, intending to finich the ſo- 
lemnity of the princeſs's marriage. The queen 
haſtily called for her mantle, and fearch was as 
haſtily made aſter it, from the cloſet to the kii- 


chen, but no mantle was to be found. Then her 


majeſty went herſelf to ſcek it, ran up ſtaiis and 
down ſtairs into the celler and gartet, but no 
tidings could be heard of it. 

The king alſo in his turn was willing to adjuſt 
himſelf, Sd in order to it to put his bright dag- 
ger by his ſide, which being milling, as well as 
the mantle royal, half the court were em- 
ployed to ſearch for it; boxes and colfers were 
oſened, whole inſide had not ſeen the fun in an 
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hundred years. A thouſand rarities were found, 
puppets that could turn about their heads and 
eyes, golden ſheep with their little lambs, ſweet- 
meats and comfits; but no dagger; ſo the king 


was inconſolable; he tore his reverend beard, and 


the queen her hair to keep him company. Indeed 
the loſs was great, for the mantle and dagger 
were worth more than ten cities as big as London, 


When the king deſpaired of finding what they 


had loſt, he took heart, and ſaid to the queen, 


© courage by dear, let us finiſh the ſolemnity of 
our daughter's nuptials, which has already coſt 
us ſo dear.“ He aſked where the princeſs was? 
her nurſe came up and told him, that ſhe had 
been ſeeking her above two hours, and could not 
find her. This bad news ſo increaſed the king and 


his confort's trouble, that they could not ſupport 


themſelves under it. The queen cried out like an 
eagle .that had loſt her young, and fell into a 
iwoon., And never was a more melancholy fight; 
above two pails of hungary water were thrown upon 
her majeſty's face before they could fetch her to 
life again. The ladies and maids of honour 
wept as if they had been at a funeral, and not at 
a wedding. The ſervants came one and all, in 
a doleful tone, ſaying, * What, is the king's 
daughter loſt?” And the king ſeeing ſhe was not 


to be found, bid his page look out Fanfarinet, who 


doubtleſs, ſays he is ſleeping in one corner of the 
room or other, and let him come and grieve with 
us. The page ſought after him every where, and 
could hear no more tidings of him than of the 
mantle and dagger. This misfortune was another 
affliction to their majeſties, who in truth had 
enough before to render them the moſt diſcon ſolate 

couple upon earth. 
The king ſummoned all the counſellors ard of- 
ficers, civil and military, to attend him in the 
| great 
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ereat hall of the palace, where he and his queen, 
who we may perceive was a conſiderable perſon in 
the government, went to them clad in deep mourn- 
ing. Their rich robes being thrown off, each of 
them had a black gown on, tied round with a 
rope, to expreſs the greatneſs of their ſorrows. 
When the aſſembly ſaw them in this lamentable 
condition, the hall reſounded with ſighs and 
groans, and the floor was over whelmed with floods 
of tears. The king, who had not time enough 
to prepare a ſpeech, ſuitable to the occalion, 
was ſilent three hours, At length he opened his 
majeſtic mouth, and ſpoke as follows. 


Hear, little and great; hear your king, and 
belp him with your advice, 1 have loſt my dear 
daughter Verenata, and know not whether ſhe is 
deſtroyed or ſtolen from me; the queen's mantle 
and my dugger, which are worth mere than thetr 
weight in gold, are alſo gone; and what is worſt 
of all, the ambaſſador Fanfarinet is not to be found. 
I is to be feared, when the king his maſter is in- 
formed of this accident, he will come and ſeek after 
kim, and charge us with cutting kim as ſmall as 
minced meat for a chriſtmas pye. I ſhould not take 
it ſo much to heart, if I had money to ſpare; but I 
muſt confeſs to you plainly, the charges of the wed- 
ding have undone me. Tell me, my dear ſubjevts, 
what ſhall I do, and what means you would have me 
make uſe of to retrieve my daughter, Fanfarinet, the 
mantle, and the dagger. 


Every body admired the king's eloquent ſpeech, 
he never made ſo florid a one in his life; and my 
lord Gambello, chancellor of the kingdom, in the 
name of the aſſembly, replied thus, not bating 
him an ace in eloquence ; 


G3 SI R 


126 The STory ol PRINCESS VERENATA. 
8 


IV are all ſorry for your ſorrow, and would ra- 
tier have parted with our wives and children, than 
you fould have lad ſo much cauſe to grieve; but it 
is plain, this is a trick of Carabofla the fairy : 
the princeſs's twentieth year is not yet expired; and 
ſmce I muſt ſpeak my ſentiments, or your majefly ſuf- 
fer by my double-dealings with you, I freely declare, 
that 1 ebſerved ſhe was always ogling Fanfarinet, 
and he her. * Perhaps love has been playing one of 
his pranks, as often happens with perſons of their 
ages. 


The queen, who was naturally haſty, interrupt- 
ed the chancellor, ſaving, Have a care what 
you ſay, my lord chancellor; the princeſs 1 
* would have you to know, is no ſuch a ſort of per- 
£ ſon as to fall in love with Fanfarinet; I have 
* bred her up tco well for that.“ Then the nurſe, 
Who was one of the company, fell at the king's 
feet, and ſaid, * I am come to tell your majeſties 
© the whole truth of the matter. The princeſs 
© ſwore ſhe would ſee Fanfarinet make his public 
© entry, or ſtab herſelf on the ſpot: we made a 
little hole in the tower, through which ſhe ſaw 
© hirn, and immediately proteſted ſhe would never 
* marry any man but him.“ The aſſembly hear- 
Ing this, were extremely troubled at Verenata's 
fally and fortune: they ſaw that Gambello's pe- 
netration was greater than her majeſty's; who all 
in a rage, ſcolded at Verenata's nurſe, and dreſ- 
ſer, rocker, foſter ſiſter, and companion, fo 
terribly, that hanging would hardly have been a 
worſe puniſhment. Admiral Sharp-Cap interrupt- 
ing the queen, cried out, My lords, let's aiter 
« Fanfarinet, for without, doubt this jackanapes 
has carried off our princeſs,” Every body clap- 
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pe-l their hands in applauſe of their admiral 
and there was not a man but ſaid he would follow, 
him. Some of them went bv ſea, and others by land, 
who travelling from kingdom to kingdom, with 
drums beating and trumpets ſounding, made 
proclamation, * That whoever could tell tale or 
* tidings of the princeſs Verenata, whom Fanfa- 
* rinet had ſtolen out of her father's palace, ſhould 
* have for their reward a fine baby, ſome fweet- 
« meats wet and dry, ſome little ſciſſars, a gown 
* made of cloth of gold, and a fattin bonnet.” 
The anſwer every where was, * You muſt go 
* ſomewhere elſe, we know nothing of them.” 

Thoſe who went by ſea were more fortunate; 
for, aſter a pretty long voyage, they one night 
perceived ſomething before them which ſhone like 
a great fire, but were afraid of coming up near 
to it, not knowing what it was; when all on a 

ſudden the light ſtopped at the deſert iſle of 
_ Squirrels, for it was indeed the princeſs's car- 

buncle. that was ſo luminous: and ſhe and her 
lover landing there, gave the mariner one hun- 
dred crowns of gold, bid him farewell, and 
charged him for his life not to ſpeak a word to 
any one what ever of his adventure, 

The good man in his way back, met the king's 
ſhips, wh'ch he no ſooner ſaw but he endeavoured 
to avoid them. The admiral perceived it, or- 
dered a galley to give him chace, and the old man 

was too weak to row from her. So the admiral's 
men came up with him, took him and carried him 
before their commander, who cauſed him to be ſe- 
_ cured, and the hundred pieces of gold being found 
in his pocket, the very ſame pieces that had been 
_ coined in honour of the princeſs's nuptials, Sharp- 
Cap examined him: and the mariner, that he 
might not be obliged to ſpeak the truth, affected 
to appear deaf and dumb. * So, ſo (fays the ad- 
| G 4 miral) 
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« miral)} we ſhall ſoon bring him to his tongue, 
« ] will warrant ye,” So he commanded him to be 
tied to the main-maſt, and exerciſed with a cat 
 ©'nine-tails; one of the beſt remedies in the 
world for mutes. When the old man ſaw they 
were in earneſt, he conſeſſed that a heavenly crea- 
ture in the ſhape of a young lady, and a gallant 
gentleman, had hired his boat to convey them to 
the deſert ifle of ſquirrels. The admiral ima- 
gined preſently it was the princeſs and Fanfarinet, 
and ſailed to that iftland in purſuit of them. 

In the mean time Verenata, tired with the fa- 
tigues of the ſea, and finding a green bank under 
a covert of trees, laid down and fell aſleep. Fan- 
farinet, whoſe ſtomach was ſharper than his love, 

Aid not let her ſleep long. * Do you think, ma- 
« dam, (ſays he waking her) that I can ſtay here 
for ever? I do not fee any thing that is eatable 
* upon the place: though you were fairer than 
„Aurora, that would not ſatisfy my hunger; one 
« muſt have ſome nouriſhment, or there is no 
living; my ſtomach's ſharp, and my belly 
empty.“ How! (replied Verenata;) do the 
marks that I have given you of my friendſhip 
© go for nothing with you; is it poſſible that your 
mind can be biaſſed about any thing but the 
« contemplation of your good fortune?” It is 
rather taken up (ſaid Fanfarinet) about my bad. 
* would to heaven you were in your black tower 
again.“ Do not be ſo out of humour, my good 
« cavalier (quoth the princeſs, ſmiling) I will go 
© {earch the woods, and perhaps, I may light upon 
« ſome fruit to ſatisfy you.“ * I had rather 
© you might find a wolf to eat you (replied Fan- 
© farinet, churliſhly.') Verenata, as ſhe afterwards 
ſaid, went up and down the woods, tearing her 
robes among the briars, and her white ſkin with 
the thorns, ſhe was ſcratched as if ſhe had been 


playing 
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playing with cats. And thus it is, if young wo- 
men will fall in love with young fellows, there is 
nothing but trouble comes of it. When ſhe had 
ſearched every where in vain, ſhe returned very 


ſorrowful to, Fanfarinet and told him the uncomfort- 
able news. He turned his back upon her, and 


left her, muttering between his teeth. 


The next day they looked about for ſome eat- 


ables as unſucceſsfully as the firſt; ſo that they were 
forced for three days together to live upon leaves 
and locuſts, Though the princeſs had been,. 
without compariſon, much more delicately bred 
than the ambaſſador, yet ſhe did not complain, 
© I ſhould be content, (ſaid ſhe to her lover) if L 
© {ſuffered alone, and would be willing to die of 
hunger if I could procure ſome good cheer for 
you.” It is all one to me (quoth Fanfarinet) 
* whether you live or die, provided I have what I 
want.“ * Is it poſſible (cried Verenata) that you 
© ſhould be ſo little concerned at my death? are 
theſe the oaths which you ſwore when you leſt 


my father's court?” There is a great deal of 


difference (ſays the ambaſſador) between a 
man at his eaſe, who has neither hunger 
nor thirſt, and a wretch ready to be ſtarved.” 
She anſwered, I am in as much danger as you, 
and I do notcomplain.' * You may well bear it 
with a good grace, (ſays Fanfarinet) who was 
ſo mad as to leave father and mother, to run up 
and down here like a vagabond; we are in a 
very pretty condition truly: It is for love of 
* you (replied Verenata) and at the ſame time 
gave him her hand.” I would have excuſed you, 
© (faid Fanfarinet) had I known what you would 
have brought me to; and then turned aſide from 
her. The fair princeſs, overwhelmed with grief, 
wept inceſſantly, enough. to have ſoftened a heart 
of flint with her tears. She ſat under a buſh load- 
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ed with roſes, white and red, to which ſhe thus 
addreſſed herſelf, after ſhe had for ſome time 
gazed upon them: How bleſſed are you, ye 
young flowers; the zephyrs careſs the dew 
waters, the ſun beautifies, the bees love you, 
your prickles defend you, and all the world ad- 
* mire you; mult you alas be more happy than I! 
She than fella weeping ſo exceſſively, that the root 
of the roſe tree was moiſtened with her tears; 
and ſhe had ſcarce done ſpeaking, before, to her 
great ſurpriſe, the buſh ſtired, the flowers blew, 
and the faireſtof them anſwered her thus: If thou 
* hadſt never loved, thy deſtiny would have been to 
* be envied as much as mine, love expoles people to 
the worſt misfortunes, Poor princeſs, look in the 
© hollow of this tree, and you'll find a honeycomb, 
but do not be ſo filly as to give it to Fanfarinet.“ 
Verenata roſe immediately, not: knowing whether 
fhe was aſleep or awake; ſearched the tree, found 
the hole, and the honey in it, which ſhe preſently 
carried to her ungrateful lover. Here, ſays ſhe, 
is a honeycomb,:for you: I might have eat alt 
* myſelf, but I had rather ſhare it with you.“ The 
ambaſſador ſnatched it out of. her hand, without 
ſo much as thanking her, or looking upon her, eat 
it all up, and refuſed to give her the leaſt bit. He 
was ſuch a brute as to inſult her, by ſaying it was 
too {weet for her, and would ſpoil her teeth; with 
ſeveral other impertinent jeſts. Verenata, more ſor- 
rowful than ever, ſat down under an oak, and made 
much the Tame ſort of complaint as ſhe had done 
to the Toſe-tree, The oak, touched with compaſ- 
ſion, bowed down ſome of its branches, and ſpoke 
to this purpoſe, (for it was all enchanted ground 
that ſhe trod upon :) It is pity, fair Verenats, you 
* ſhould die ſo young: take this pitcher of milk 
and drink it, without giving a drop to your un- 
+ grateſul lover,” The princeſs more — | 
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than before, looked behind her, and ſpied a great 


pitcher oſ milk. She forgot her own thirſt pre- 
lently, and remembered Fanfarinet, whom ſhe be- 
lieved might well be thirſty after eating about fif- 
teen pounds of honey; ſo ſhe ran to him with the 
milk, bidding him quench his thirſt, and remem- 
ber to ſave her fome, for ſhe was almoſt dead for 
want of it. He took the pitcher rudely from her, 


drank it off every drop, flung the pitcher to the 


ground, and broke it to pieces, ſavine, with a 
malicious ſmile, * Thoſe that have had no meat 
need no drink,” 

The princeſs lifted up her hands and bright 
eyes to heaven, cried out, * It is juſt ye powers! 
] have deſerved this puniſhment for leaving my 
© father and mother, to love and follow a man 
whom I never knew, without confidering my 
© duty to my parents, and my rank, or thinking, 
+ on the miſeries which Caraboſſa threatened me 
with.“ After ſhe had done ſpeaking ſhe wept 
more bitterly than fhe had done all her life-time, 
and rctired into the thickneſs of the wood, where 
out of mere faintneſs ſhe fell down at the foot 
of an elm, on which a nightingale perched, and 
ſung ſo wonderfully ſweet, that her notes had al- 
moſt charmed the wretched Verenata with pleaſure. 
The bird, like the tree, had the gift of ſpeech, 
and fluttering its wings, repeated theſe verſes, 
which it had learnt on purpoſe out of Ovid, as if it 
had underſtood the princeſs's deſtemper, and had. 
brought her a cure: 5 


Cupid's a knave, the trattor never ſmiles, 

But when he would en/lave us by his wiles: 
Aud ever, with his favours he imparts 

A deadly poiſon, that torments our hearts. 


G. 6. Who 
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Who knows him better than 1? (anſwered Ve- 


© renata, interrupting the bird;) I am too well 
$ acquainted with his cruelty and my evil deſtiny.” 


Take heart (ſays the amorous nightingale;) un- 


* der yonder plant you will find ſome ſugar-blumbs 
and almonds, but do not be ſo fooliſh as to give 
any of them to Fanfarinet.” The princeſs did 


not want that precaution now; ſhe had not forgot 


the two laſt tricks he played her; beſides ſhe was ſo 
very hungry that ſhe needed not many arguments 
to perſuade her to eat when ſhe had got food. So 
ſhe cracked the almonds, eat the plumbs, and. 
feaſted on them by herſelf. Fanfarinet ſeeing her 
eat alone, fell in a furious paſſion ; his eyes flaſhed 
fire, and he ran with his ſword drawn to kill her: 


the, to defend herſelf, expoſed the miraculous 


diamond, and ſo became inviſible to him; ſhe got 


out of his Way, and reproached him with his in- 


gratitude, in terms which ſhewed ſufficiently that 
the could not yet hate him. 


In the mean time admiral Sharp Cap diſpatched 


away John Prattlebox, courier in ordinary of the 
cloſet, to inform the king, that the princeſs and 
Fanfarinet were landed on the iſle of Squirrels, but 
that being a ſtranger in the country, he was cau- 
tious of making a decent for ſear of ambuſcades. 
Upon this news, which was joyful tidings to their 
majeſties and their court, the king ſent for a 
huge book, every leaf of which was eight ells 
long; It was the maſter-piece of a learned fairy, 
and contained a deſcription of the whole world. 

The king found out in an inſtant that the iſle of 
Squirrels -was not inhabited, * Go, (fays he to. 
John Prattlebox, and command the admiral in 
my name to land immediately; it may be of ill 


' conſequence to leave Fanſarinet and wy daughter 
ſo long together. 5 


Ay 


le} Ba T a *« 
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A; ſoon as the Courier arrived at the fleet, the 
admiral ordered the trumpets to found, the drums 


to beat; cymbals, hautboys, flutes, violins, viols, | 


organs, guitars, and a confuſed variety of inſtru- 
ments were played upon; which alarmed the 
princeſs and her lover, who was not very brave. 
Fanfarinet ſeeing the Peril that approached, made 
his peace, in hopes of aſſiſtance from his miſ- 
treſs; who was too readily reconciled to him. 


Stand behind me (quoth Verenata) I will go be- 


+ fore, hide you with my inviſible diamond, and 
kill our enemies with my father's dagger, 
while you ſlay them with your ſword.” 

The inviſible princeſs advanced againſ the ſol- 
diets, and ſhe and Fanfarinet ſlew them all without 
being ſeen by them. Nothing was heard but cries; 
the poor ſoldiers drew their ſwords in vain, they 
fought with the air, while every blow the ambaſ- 
ſador and Verenata ſtruck gave certain death; and 


every where ſuch lamentable groans as theſe were 


heard, Oh! Jam killed: Oh! Idie!? The two in- 
viſible lovers fought as ſafe as if they had to do with 
a flock of geeſe; they dropt down like ducks, 
avoided their enemies blows, and ecafily deſtroyed 
them. The admiral, obſerving: how his men fell 
by unſeen hands, ſounded a retreat: and returned: 
very melancholy to hold a council of war. 

Night drawing on apace, the princeſs and Fan- 


farinet retired into the thickeſt of the wood: She 


was fo weary, that ſhe lay down on the graſs, and 


had almoſt dropt afleep, when ſhe heard a voice 


whiſpering to her, Save yourſelf, Verenata, for 
Fanſarinet will kill and eat you. She opened 


her eyes, and by the light of the carbuncle ſne 


ſpied the wretch Fanfarinet with his arm lifted up 
ready to run his ſword to her heart: for perceiv- 
ing her {ſkin was ſo white, and her fleſh ſo plump, 


his hunger inſpired him with other thoughts than 
Q 


love, 
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love, and the opportunity might have put it into his 
head; he had a mind to make a meal of her, and 
intended to murder her for that purpoſe. Verenata 
did not ſand long deliberating what ſhe ſhould do: 
ſhe drew out her dagger gently, having kept it 
for her own uſe ever ſince the battle, and ſtabbed 
him ſo very fiercely in the eye that he fell down 
dead. * Go, ingrate, {he cried, take -the laſt 
s favour, which thou haſt beit deſerved from me; 
© be an example ſor the future, to all faithleſs 10. 
vers, and may thy diſloyal heart never find reſt 
© in the world to which I have ſent thee.” | 
When the firſt tranſport of her paſſion was over, 
and ſhe reflected on the condition ſhe was in, ſhe 
had almoſt as little life in her as the man whom 
ſhe had juſt ſlain. What will become of me, 
6 (ſaid ſhe weeping) I am left alone in this deſo- 
© late ifland; the wild beaſt will either devour me, 
or I {hall die with hunger.“ She was even ſorry 
that ſhe had not ſuffered Fanfarinet to eat her, ra- 
ther than expoſe herſelf to be eaten by the monſters 
of the deſert ; ſo ſhe ſat down trembling, and with- 
ing for morning. | 
As ſhe reſted herſelf againſt a tree, ſhe eſpied 
on one {ide of her a golden chariot, drawn by ſix 
great hens with cropped crowns, A cock was 
the coachman, and a fat hen the poſtillion. In 
the chariot there rode a lady, ſo fair, that the 
ſun loſt all his luſtre, wherever ſhe ſhone, and 
night illuminated by her eyes, was brighter than 
meridian day, Her robe was all over ſet with 
ſpangles of fGlver and gold. On the other fide of 
her Verenata ſaw another chariot drawn by fix 
bats; a crow was the. coachman, and a beetle 
the poſtillion. Within the chariot fat alittle fright- 
{ful hag, cloathed with iſnakes-kin garment, and 
on her head ſhe wore a great toad, which ſerved 
ber inſtead, of a top-knot, | Mews of 
| Neves 
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Never was a woman ſo ſurpriſed as the young 
princeſs was at this ſight: while ſhe ſtood gazing 
upon it, ſhe ſaw the two chariots advance againſt 
each other. The beautiful lady held a golden 
lance in her hand, and the ugly one an old ruſty 
ſpear. They came up fiercely to the combat, 
which laſted a quarter of an hour. At laſt the 
fair heroine got the victory, and the deformed hag 
fled with her bats. The battle being over, the 
handſome lady deſcended to the earth, and thus 
addreſſed herfelf to Verenata: 
Fear nothing, lovely princeſs; I come hither 
only to oblige you; I tought with Caraboſla out of 
love to you; ſhe pretended to an authority to 
whip you, becauſe you come out of the tower four 
days before your twentieth year expired. You 
ſee I took your part, and have driven her away; 
rejoice at the happineſs I bring you. The grate- 
ful princels fell proſtrate at her feet, and made 
this anſwer: Great queen of the fairies, I am 
« tranſported with your generolity, and cannot 
find words to expreſs my gratitude; but this J 
* know, that there is not a drop of that blood 
© which you have ſaved, which I am not ready to 
+ ſacrifice for your ſervice.” The fairy embraced 
ber twice, and by her ſpells rendered her, if it 
was poſſible, more beautiful than {he was before. 
She commanded the cock her coachman, to go 
to the king's ſhip, and bid the admiral come to 
the princeſs, for there was nothing now that he 
need be afraid of: and her poſtillion the hen, to 
her own palace, to fetch ſome new robes for Vere- 
nata, which were the richeſt that ever eyes were 
ſet upon. | LEE | 
The admiral was ſa raviſhed with the news 
which the cock brought him, that it was like to 
have thrown him. into a fit of ſickneſs: he landed 
immediately in the iſland, taking all his men _—_ 
im; 
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him; and among the reſt Jack Prattlebox, the 
expreſs that arrived lately from court, who ſeeing 
every one run aſhore did the ſame, and carried 
along with him a ſpit with wild fowl upon 1t half 
roaſted. : 
Admiral Sharp-Cap had ſcarce gone a league 
before he ſaw the chariot drawn by hens in a great 
Toad in the wood, and the two ladies walking 
together. He knew the princeſs, and bowed to 
the ground, was going to begin a notable ſpeech, 
Varenata, interrupting him, ſaid, * All thoſe ho- 
© nours were due to the generous fairy, who de- 


* fended her from Caroboſſa's clutches.” Upon 


this the admiral kiſſed the hem. of her fairy ma- 


jeſty's garment, and made her one of the fineſt 
compliments that ever came out of the mouth of a 
tar on ſuch an occaſion. While he was talking to 
her, the princeſs cried out, Certainly I ſmell roaſt- 
© meat. Yes, madam, (replied Prattlebox, and 
© produced his ſpit with the birds upon it,) your 
<ladyſhip never eat better in your life.” I am 
very glad of it (quoth the fairy) though not fo 
much on my own account as on the princels's, 
* who wants. ſome refreſhment.” The admiral 
ſent away to his ſhips for other neceſſaries; and 
the joy of his whole crew for his finding the prin- 
ceſs, joined with their good cheer, made them all 
wonderful merry. | TS 

The feaſt being over, and the fat hen returned, 
the fairy dreſſed the princeſs. in a robe of green 
filk, brocaded with gold, ſet with rubies and 
pearls; ſhe bound up her fair locks with ſtrings 
of jewels and emeralds; ſhe crowned her with 
garlands of flowers, and placed her in the cha- 
riot; where as ſhe rode, all the ſtars that ſaw 


her, took her for the morning, and ſaluted her as 


the paſſed by, crying, Good. morrow, Aurora. 
| The 
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The fairy carried her to the ſea-ſide; when 
they arrived there, they bid one another many a 
hearty adieu, Ah, madam, (ſaid the princefs) 
will you not let me tell my mother to whom. 1 
owe this mighty obligation ?* The fairy anſwered 
Embrace her in my behalf, and tell her I am the 
fifth fairy that endowed you at your birth.” 

The princeſs going aboard, the admiral com- 
manded all the cannon to be fired; and welcomed 
her with a volley of ſmall arms. The fleet re- 
turned ſafely to the port of her father's capital 
city; and when ſhe landed the king and queen, 
who waited on the ſhore for her coming, received 
her with ſuch tranſports of joy, that they did not 
give her time to beg pardon for her paſt extrava- 
gancies, though ſhe had thrown herſelf at their 
feet as ſoon as ſhe ſaw them. Their parental 
tenderneſs laid all the fault on Caraboſſa; and 
the princeſs was excuſed, as acting by an irreſiſt- 
ible impulſe of fate. | | 

At the ſame time the great king Merlin's ſon 
arrived, very much troubled that he heard no news 
of his ambaſſador, He had a train of one thou- 
ſand horſe, and thirty pages richly dreſſed in 
ſcarlet liveries, embroidered and laced with 
gold: he was an hundred times handſomer than 
the ungrateſul wretch Fanfarinet. Care was ta- 
ken not to let him know any thing of his flight, and 
the princeſs's, becauſe that might have created 
ſuſpicions which would have ſhocked a lover. He 
was told very gravely, that the ambaſſador being 
dry, went to draw water out of a well, fell into 
it, and was drowned, His highneſs believed 
every word of it: was married to the princels ; 
and the joy of the whole court was ſo great, that 
they quite forgot their late ſorrow. 
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Le lovers, be your 0%jedts what they will, 
Heep ye within the rules of duty ill: 
And never be by paſjion led away, 

So much, but rea om ſtill fall have the fon 5 

Let her reſtrain the rage of ycur deſires, 

And make her nujtreſs of your vows and fires. 


1 
"WH 
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5 HERE was a country-woman, who, upon 
4 her intimacy with a fairy, defired her to 
come and aſſiſt at her labour, The good woman 
was delivered of a daughter: when, the fairy 
taking the inſant in her arms, ſaid to the mother, 
Make your choice: the child (if you have a 
2 Ty {hall be exquilitely handſome ; excel in 

: wit 


4 
o 
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wit, even more than in beauty; and be the queen 
© of a mighty empire; but withal unhappy: or, 
(if you had rather) ſhe ſhall be an ordinary, 
i ugly, country creature, like yourſelf: but con- 
tented with her condition.” The mother imme- 
diately choſe wit and beauty for her daughter; 
at the hazard of any misfortunes. 

As the child grew, new beauties opened daily 
in her face: till, in a few years, ſhe ſurpaſſed 


all the rural laſſes that the oldeſt people had 


ever ſeen, Her turn of wit was gentle, polite, 
and inſinuating: ſhe was of a ready apprehenſion: 
and ſoon learned every thing, ſo as to excel her 


teachers. Every holiday ſhe danced upon the 


green, with a ſuperior grace to any of her com- 
panions. Her voice was ſweeter than any ſhep- 
herd's pipe; and ſhe made the ſongs, ſhe uſed to 
ling, 
For ſome time, ſhe was not appriſed of her own 
charms; when, diverting herſelf with her play- 
fellows, on the green flowery border of a foun- 
tain; ſhe was ſurpriſed with the reflection of her 
face: ſhe obſerved, how different her- features 
and her complexion ſeemed, from the reſt of her 
company; and admired herſélf. The country, 
flocked from day to day to obtain a ſight of her, 
made her yet more ſenſible of her beauty, Her 
mother, who relied on the predictions of the fairy, 
began already to treat her as a queen, and ſpoiled 
her by flatteries. The young damſel would 
neither ſew nor ſpin, nor look after the ſheep: her 
whole amuſement was, to gather flowers to dreſs 
3 with them; to ſing, and to dance in the 
ade. ES 
The king of the country was a very powerful 
king; and he had but one ſon; whoſe name was 
Florio: for which reaſon, his father was impatient 
| iQ 
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to have him married, The young prince could 


never bear the mentioning any of the princeſſes of 
the neighbouring nations; becauſe a fairy had 
told him, that he ſhould find a ſhepherdeſs more 
beautiful and more accompliſhed than all the 
princeſſes in the world, Therefore the king gave 
orders to aſſemble ail the village nymphs of his 
realm, who were under the age of eighteen, to 
make a choice of her, who ſhould appear worthy of 
ſo great an honour. In purſuance of the order, 
when they came to be ſorted; a vaſt number of 
virgins, whoſe beauty was not very extraordinary, 
were refuſed admittance; and only thirty picked 
out, who infinitely ſurpaſſed all the others. Theſe 
thirty virgins, were ranged in a great hall, in the 
figure of a half moon; that the king and his fon 
might have a diſtin view of them together. Flo- 
rello (our young damſel) appeared in the midit of 
her competitors, like a lily amidſt marygolds; 
or, as an orange-tree in bloſſom, ſhews amongſt 
the mountain ſhrubs, The king immediately de- 
clared aloud, that ſhe deſerved his crown; and 
_ Florio thought himſelf happy, in the poſſeſſion of 
Florella. N 

Our ſhepherdeſs was inſtantly. deſired to caſt off 
her country weeds and to accept a habit richly 
embroidered with gold. In a few minutes, ſhe 
{aw herſelf covered with pearls and diamonds; and 
a troop of ladies were appointed to ſerve her. 
Every one was attentive to prevent her deſires, 
before ſhe ſpoke; and ſhe was lodged within the 


1 in a magnificent apartment :; where in- 


ead of tapeſtry, there were large pannels of 
looking-glaſs, from the floor to the ceiling; 
that ſhe might have the pleaſure of ſeeing her 
beauty multiplied on all ſides; and that the prince 
might admire her, wherever he caſt his eyes. 
Hp Flory, 
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Florio, in a few days, quitted the chace, and all 
the manly exerciſes in which before he delighted; 
that he might be perpetually with his miſtreſs. 
The nuptials were concluded: and ſoon aſter, the 
old king died. Thereupon, Florella becoming 
queen, all the councils and affairs of ſtate were 
directed by her wiſdom. 1 
The queen- mother (whoſe name was Invideſſa) 
grew jealous of her daughter-in-law, She was an 
artful, perverſe, cruel woman: and age had fo 
much aggravated her natural deformity, that ſhe 
ſeemed a fury. The youth and beauty of Florella 
made her appear yet more frightful: ſhe could 
not bear the ſight of ſo fine a creature: ſhe like» 
wiſe dreaded her wit and underſtanding; and 
gave herſelf up to all the rage of envy. * You 
want the ſoul of a prince (would ſhe often fay 
to her ſon) or you would not have married this 
mean cottager. How can you be ſo abject as 
to make an idol of her? Then, ſhe is as haughty 
as if ſhe had been born in the palace where ſhe 
* lives. You ſhould have followed the example of 
* the king your father; when he thought of taking 
a wife, he preferred me, becauſe I was the 
daughter of a monarch, equal to himſelf, Send 


away this inſignificant ſhepherdeſs to her ham- 


let, and take to your bed and throne, ſome 
young princeſs, whoſe birth is anſwerable to 
your own.“ 

Florio continued deaf to the inſtances of his 
mother: but one morning, Invideſſa got a billet 
into her hands, which Florella had writ to the 
king; this ſhe gave to a young courtier, who by 
her inſtructions, ſhewed it. to the king; pretend» 
ing to have received a letter from his queen, with 
{ach marks of affection, as were due only to his 
majeſty. Florio blinded by his jealouſy, and the 
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malignant inſinuations of his mother, immediately 
ordered Florella to ke impriſoned for liſe, in a 


high tower, built on the point of a rock, that 


ſtood in the ſea, There ſhe wept night and day; 
not knowing for what ſuppoſed crime ſhe was ſo 
ſeverely treated by the king, who had ſo paſſion- 
ately loved her. She was permitted to ſee no per- 
ſon but an old woman, to whom Invideſſa had 
intruſted her; and whoſe bulineſs it was to inſult 
her upon all occaſions. 

Now Florella called to mind the village, the 
cottage, the ſweet privacy, and the rural plea- 
ſures ſhe had quitted. One day as ſhe fat ina 
penſive poſture, overwhelmed with grief, and to 


Herſelf accuſed the folly of her mother, who choſe 


rather to have her a beautiful unfortunate queen, 
than an ugly contented ſhepherdeſs; the old wo- 
man, who was her tormentor, came to acquaint 
her, that the king had ſent an executicner to take 
off her head; and that, ſhe mult prepare to die, 
Florella replied, that ſhe was ready to receive the 


ſtroke. Accordingly, the executioner ſent by the 


king's order, at the perſuaſions of Invideſſa, ap- 
peared with a drawn ſabre in his hand, ready to 
perform his commiſſion; when a woman ſtepped 
in, who ſaid, ſhe came from the queen-mother, to 
ſpeak a word or two in private, to Florella, before 
me was put to death. The old wcman imagining 
her to be one of the ladies of the court, ſuffered 
her to deliver her meſſage: but it was the fairy, 
who had foretold the misfortunes of Florella at her 


birth; and had now a{llumed the likeneſs of one 


of Invideſſa's attendants. 

She deſired the company to retire a while ; and 
then ſpoke thus to Florella in ſecret ; * Are you 
* willing to renounce that beauty, which has proved 


© ſo fatal to you? are you willing to quit the title ot 


- queen; 
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queen; to put on your former habit, and to re- 
turn to your village?“ Florella was tranſported 
zt the offer. Thereupon the fairy applied an 
enchanted vizard to her face; her features in- 
ſtantly became deformed; all the ſymmetry 
vaniſhed, and ſhe was now as diſagreeable as ſhe 
had been handſome. Under this change, it 
was not poſſible to know her; and the paſſed 
without difficulty, through the company who came 
to ſee her execution, In vain did they ſearch the 
tower: Florella was not to be found. The news 
of this eſcape was ſoon brought to the king, and 
to Invideſſa, who commanded dilizent ſearch to 
be made after her throughout the kingdom; but to 
no purpoſe. | 
The fairy by this time, had reſtored Florella 
to her mother; who would never have been able 
to recolle& her altered looks, had ſhe not been. 
let into the circumſtances of her ſtory, Our 
thepherdels was now contented to live an ugly, 
poor unknown creature, in the village where the 
tended ſheep. She frequently heard people relate, 
and lament over her adventures; ſongs were made 
upon them, which drew tears from all eyes: 
ſhe often took a pleaſure in ſinging thoſe ſongs, 
with her companions, and would often weep, 
with the reſt: but ſill, ſhe thought herſelf hap- 
py, with her little flock; and was never once 
tempted to diſcover herſelf to any of her ac- 
quaintance, y 
Alter all the care and attendance of the fairy 
upon the unfortunate Florella, ſhe did not forget to 
amply reward the queen-mother, who was the 
principal inſtrument of her darling's unhappineſs, 
And therefore to compenſate, in ſome meaſure, for 
her misfortunes, ſhe inſpired the king's chief mi- 
niſter with notions that his artful and cruel mother 
had 
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had formed a deſign to take the government inte 
her own hands, and wed with a powerful monarch, 
whoſe diſpoſition perfectly correſponded with her 
own. Enraged at the information, he called to- 
gether ſome of his nobles, to conſult thereon, who 
gave it as their opinion, that ſhe deſerved death; 
but as the ties of nature prevented it, her ſon com- 
manded her to be placed in that tower from whence 
his once loved Florella had eſcaped, where ſhe ſpent 
the remainder of her life. 


The MORAL. pu 


This tale ſhews the folly of wiſhing to be in 
any ſtate of life for which we were not deſigned, 
and that true happineſs conſiſts in being eaſy and 
content, 
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HERE lived a King in the days of yore, 
who was of ſuch an auſtere humour, that he 

was rather feared than loved by his ſubjects: he 
very rarely permitted them to ſee him; and on the 
leaſt ſuſpicion would put the beſt of them to death. 
He was called the Brown King, for the ſurlineſs 
of his looks, becauſe he was always frowning. 
He had a ſon, who did not at all reſemble him ; 
for he was the beſt natured, the moſt magnificent 
and politick Prince in the world, but he was bandy 
legged, and hump-backed ; he ſquinted, and his 


mouth was on one fide: In a word, he was a 


little monſter ; and never before did ſo elegant a 
ſoul lodge in ſo deformed a body. Nevertheleſs 
he had the faculty of pleaſing people ſo much, 
that every one loved him. His ſenſe was ſo ſupe- 
rior to that of others, that nobody could hear him 
talk and not be pleaſed with him. 

The Queen would have his name Torticoli, ei. 


ther out of love to the name, or becauſe ſhe thought 


it happily expreſſed her ſon's ſhape. The Brown 
King, conſulted his own intereſt more than his 
Vol, II. H ſon's 
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ſon's inclination, had caſt his eye on the daugh- 
ter of a powerful king, his neighbour, for a match 


for his ſon : Their territories were contiguous, and 


their two kingdoms would by ſuch an alliance be- 
come ſormidable to all the world. He thought 
ſhe was the more proper wiſe for his ſon, becauſe 
ſhe could not reproach him with his deformity, ſhe 
being every whit as ugly and deformed as himſelf; 
ſhe was a cripple, and could not ſtand on the 


ground without help: In ſhort, nothing could be 


more ſhocking as to her perſon ; but her mind was 
as lovely as her face and ſhape was otherwiſe ; and 
it ſeemed as if nature intended this way to make 
an amends for her uglineſs. 

The Brown King having gat the princeſs Trog- 
non's picture (ſo ſhe was called) ſet it up in the 
great hall of his palace under a canopy of ſtate, 

and ſent for the prince Torticoli, whom he com- 
manded to look favourably upon it, for that was 
the portrait of 'Trognon, who was to be his wife. 
Torticoli caſt his eyes upon it, and preſently turned 
them aſide with an air of contempt; at which his 
father was very angry. * Are you not ſatisfied 
with it? (faid the king in a grave and churliſh 
tone.) No, my lord (replied the prince) I ſhall 
never be ſatisfied to marry ſuch a creature as 
« that is.“ It does not very well become you, 
* (quoth the king) to find fault with this princels, 
© who are yourſelf ugly enough to fright one to 
* look upon. For that reaſon (ſaid the prince) 
« I would not marry another as ugly: I can hardly 
« endure myſelf now, what then ſhould I du with 
« ſuch a companion? The king anſwered furlt- 
ly, * Are you afraid of propagating a race of ba- 
'* boons? Your fears are to no purpoſe, you ſhall 
* marry her; it is enough that 1 command it. 
Torticoli made no reply, but bowing down to the 
ground, withdrew, 6h 
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The Brown King had not been uſed to meet the 
leaſt oppoſition; his ſon's contradicting him threw 
him into a terrible paſſion, He ordered him to 
be impriſoned in a tower built on purpoſe for re- 
bellious princes, but there had not been any body 
in it for two hundred years, inſomuch that every 
thing was out of repair. There the furniture appear- 
ed ſo old, and of ſuch an odd make, that people 


wondered to ſee it. The prince loved reading; 


he aſked for books, but was allowed only the liber- 
ty of the library belonging to the tower. He 
thought he might amuſe himſelf with ; in which 
however he was diſappointed - for he found the lan- 
guage of thoſe books fo old, that he did not un- 
derſtand a word of it; yet he looked them over, 
in hopes to find ſome whoſe meaning he might 
pick out, or learn the language by it. 

King Brown, ſuppoſing that his ſon Torticoli 


would be weary of his priſon, proceeded in the 
match with Trognon as if he had conſented to it. 


He diſpatched away ambaſſadors to the king his 
neighbour, to demand his daughter in marriage to 
his ſon, promiſing the princeſs all that her heart 
could deſire. Trognon's father was tranſported 


with the thoughts of ſuch an alliance, and that 


he could ſo eaſily and advantageouſly have an ugly 
daughter taken off his hands. He joyfully accept- 
ed of the Brown King's terms, and placed prince 


Torticoli's portrait, which the ambaſſadors brought 


with them, (though it was not very charming) in a 
long gallery, where Trognon ſaw it by her father's 
command. When ſhe looked upon it ſhe ſtarted, 


and then held down her head and burſt out into - 


tears. Her father reſenting highly the reluct- 
ance ſhe ſhewed to the match, called for a look: 
ing glaſs, and bade her ſee herſelf there, after 
which ſhe would have little reaſon to weep. *Jf I 
was in haſte to be married, my lord, faid ſhe, 

9 | 2 I ſhould 
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ſhould be in the wrong to be ſo nice: but J ſhall 
be the better able to endure my Diſgrace, if [ 
ſuffer alone: I would not let another perfor, have 
the trouble of ſeeing me, and ſhall always be 
contented with my condition, provided I an; ne- 
ver forced to change it, at leaſt I ſhall never 
© complain of it.“ Though her reaſons ſeemed to 
have ſome weight in them, the King was not 
biaſſed by them, but ordered her to prepare for her 
departure with the Ambaſſadors, who where come 
to demand her. 

She travelled in a litter, as cloſe as ſhe could, 
that nobody might ſee her; and we muſt leave her 
on the road, to ſee what the Prince did in the 
tower. His guards durſt not ſpeak to him; and 
that he might be the more willing to purchaſe his 
liberty, by eſpouling Trognon, the king cum- 
manded he ſhould have bad victuals, and his 
treatment be every way bad. The Brown Mo- 
narch knew how to make people obey him; if not 
out of love, out of fear. Notwithſtanding which, 
the prince was ſo well beloved, that thoſe about 
him did not pay entire obedience to his father's 
commands | 

As he was one day walking in the gallery of 
the tower very penſive and melancholy, refle&- 
ing on his misfortune to be ſo ugly himſelf, and 
vet to be obliged to marry a woman ſtill uglier, 
he caſt his eyes upon the windows, where he ſaw 
ſeveral pictures fo well painted, the colours fo 
lively, and the deſign ſo well expreſſed, that he 
looked upon them with delight and earneſtneſs, 
yet he could not comprehend the meaning of thoſe 
deſigns, which were taken from hiſtory, and re- 
lated to ſubjects that were ſeveral hundred years 

old. What ſtruck him moſt was the picture of a 
man, ſo like himſelf, that one would have thought 
it had been his own portrait: The man was re. 
_ preſented 
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preſented to be in the turet of the tower, ſearch- 
| ing in the wall, where he found a golden key, 
with which he opened a cabinet. There were 
; other images which he was pleaſed with, and on 
moſt of the windows found his own picture. How 


comes it about, ſaid he to himſelf, that I am 
| painted here ſo long before I was born? and 
: what an unlucky Imagination bad the painter 
. to think of ſuch a perſon as I” He ſaw alſo the 
picture of a beautiful lady, whoſe features were ſo 
| regular, and her phiſiognomy ſo lively, that he 
. could not take his eyes off it, In ſhort there were 
= a thouſand different objects, and all the paſſions 
4 ſo well expreſſed, that he fancied he ſaw the 
15 things done, which were only repreſented by the 
5 mixture of colours. | 
15 He never went out of the gallery, till it grew 
ſo dark that he could not ſee the pictures, or diſ- 
i tinguiſh them one from another. When he retur- 
1 ned to his bed-chamber, he happened to light upon 
Kb an old manuſcript ; it was written upon vellum, 
90 the leaves painted about the edges, and the cover of 
gold and blue in cyphers. He was ſurpriſed to 
of ſee the ſame things there as on the windows ; he 
ry endeavoured to read it, but could not. At laſt, on 
1 a ſudden, when he turned to a leaf where muſi- 
4 cians were preſented, he heard mufick ; and turn- 
he ing over another leaf, where ſome gameſters were 
ys painted playing at baſſet and trick-track, the 
* cards and dice flew about as they were repreſented 
C to do, He then turned over another leaf, and 
= there being the repreſentation of a wedding, the 
258 ladies danced, richly adored, and of wonderful 
15 beauty. In the next leaf he was regaled with the 
3 fmell of an excellent feaſt. The figures th t 
l * were eating were not above a quarter of a yard 
1 05 high. One of them turning about to the prince, 
Fe cried, © Here's your health prince Torticoli ; re- 
1 H 3 . ſtore 
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* ſtore us our queen, and it ſhall happen well with 
you; otherwiſe ſomething ill will betide you. 

At theſe words the prince, who before began to 
be afraid, was fo frighted, that he let the book 
drop out of his hand, and fell down himſelf like a 
dead man. His guards ran in at the noiſe, and 
loving him tenderly, neglected nothing to recover 
him out of his fit. When he could ſpeak to them, 
they aſked him what was the matter with him ? 
he replied, * he was ſo ill fed, he had not ſtrength 
to ſupport himſelf, and having his head full of 
* imaginations, he fancied he had ſeen and heard 
* {ſuch things in that book, that he was ſeized with 
mortal fear.“ His guards were troubled at it; 
and notwithſtanding their king's orders to the 
contrary gave him to eat. When he had filled 
his belly, he took up his book again, and not 
finding what he had ſeen before, he was confirmed 
in his belief that it was all deluſion, 

The next day he went again into the gallery ; 
he viewed the pictures there again, and ſaw them 
ſtir, walk, hunt, fiſh, and build, as if they had been 
all alive. The images were in miniature, very little, 
and his own portrait was every where among them, 
with the ſame ſort of clothes on he had himſelf ; 
he went up into the tower-ſort, and found there 
the golden key. Having made a very good meal 
that day, he did not believe the vapours had got 
ſo into his head that it was full of viſions. This 
is too myſterious a buſineſs (ſays he) for me to 
$ neglec the diſcovery of it; perhaps I ſhall find it 
out in the fort: ſo thither he went, and knocked 
agzinſt the wall, it ſeemed to be hollow: he took 
a hammer, and beat the ſtones out of the wall, 
where he found a very neat key, but did not know 
what uſe to put it to. At liſt he perceived an old 
cupboard in the corner of the fort: it was made 
of ordinary wood, and looked out of repair: be 
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had a mind to open it, but could not find the 
iock, though he examined every creek and cor- 
ner of it. In the end he perceived a little hole, 
and ſuppoſing the key might be of uſe to him there, 
he put it in, and wringing it with all his ſtrength, 
opened the cupboard, which was as fine and as 
wonderful within ſide, as it was old and ugly with- 
out: All the drawers were of chryſtal and am- 
ber, and inlaid with precious ſtones. When one 
of them was drawn out, he found others that were 
leſs, and the ſides, above and below it, ſeparated 
from one another by mother of pearl: upon which 
he drew out that firſt, and the drawers afterwards : 
each of them was full of the moſt beautiful arms 
in the world, of rich crowns and admirable por- 
traits. Torticoli was charmed at the ſight and 
continued to pull out the drawers till they were all 
drawn. In the end he came to a little key made 
of a ſingle emerald, with which he opened a golden 
ſhutter that was at the bottom of a drawer, and 
to his great ſurpriſe found a brilliant carbuncle, 
of which a great box was made : he preſently took 
it out of the ſhutter, and to his greater aſtos 
niſhment, when he opened it, ſaw it was full of 
blood, and a man's hand cut off, which held a 
picture · caſe. ö 

Prince Torticoli ſhook at the ſight of it; his hair 
ſtood an end on his head, his legs trembled, and 
he was forced to fit down on the ground, {till hold- 
ing the box in his hand : he had not courage 
to look upon ſuch an horrible apparition, yet was 
very defirous to know the end of ſo many my. 
teries, 

He remembered what the little image in the 
book had {id to him, that according as he behaved 
himſelf in his atfairs it would happen well or ill to 


him. He was as much afraid of what was to come, 


as what was paſt: but in the end recollecting him- 
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ſelf as a man of honour ought to do, condemned 
his baſe cowerdice ; and taking courage ſpoke 
thus to the hand : * tell me, unforunate hand, 
if thou canſt, by figns or otherwiſe, what ſad 
adventure has befallen thee, and if it is in my 
* power to ſerve thee depend upon my generoſity. 
At theſe words the hand ſtirred, and made 
ſuch ſigns with its fingers, that were as intelli- 
gible to Torticoli as if a ſenſible perſon had ſpoken 
to him with a tongue. Know then (ſays the 

* hand to him) it is in thy power to oblige Di- 
vine beauty in the higheſt degree, from whom I 
* am ſeparated by the barbarity of a jealous rival, 
* Go ſtraightway into the gallery, obſerve where 
the ſun-beams ſhine with the greateſt luſtre, 
« ſeek, and thou wilt find my treaſure. * Then 
the hand ceaſed ſtirring and making ſigns. The 
prince aſked ſeveral queſtions, but it made no 
anſwer. * Where ſhall I put yuu again, ' ſaid 
Torticoli ? to this queſtion the hand made new 
ligns, by which the prince underſtood that he 
muſt replace it in the cupboard where he found it, 
which he did accordingly; putting every thing 
in the ſame order again ; and he encloſed the 
key in the ſame wall from whence he took it: 
and being now hardened a little to encounter pro- 
digics, he went directly to the gallery: where, 
upen his arrival, the windows began. to clatter 
and flutter, He examined the room, to ſee where 
the ſun ſhone brighteſt, and perceived it was upon 
a picture of a ycuth, ſo beautiful, and of ſuch a 
noble preſence, that he was charmed with him. 
He lifted up the picture, and came to an ebony 
wainſcotting and golden borders: he could not 
tell how to emove it, or whether he could or not. 
He looked upon the window : and as he was look- 
ing, the wainſcot lifted itſelf up : behind which 
he perceived a ſtately anti- chamber of porpherys 
let 
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ſet off with ſtatues : he approached it, went up to 
it by ſtairs of agate with golden balliſters, and 
come into a hall done all with lapis ſtune; he 
paſſed through it into ſeveral magnificent apart- 
ments, charmed every where with the excellency 
of the pictures and the richnels of the furniture. 
Having croſſed an infinite number of them, he 
came at laſt to a little chamber, the c:rn+ments of 
which were all turcois-ſtone : he here ſaw a lady 
of incomparable beauty, ſleeping un a rich bed, the 
curtains being of blue gauſe; her hair was as 
black as jet, and her complexion fair as the 
driven ſnow ; ſhe ſeemed diſturbed in her ſleep, 
and her looks were languiſhing like thoſe of a 
| fick perſon. - | 
The prince approached her ſoſtly, for fear of 
waking her. He over herd ber ſay ſomething in 
| her ſleep, which liſtening to more attentivelv, he 
| underſtood to be a complaint of her uſage. * Doſt 
| thou think, traitor (ſaid ſhe) that I can love thee, 
after thou haſt deprived me of my adorable Tra- 
* fimenes! thoſe who will before my face divide a 


| © hand from that arr), which would otherwiſe 
: have been dreaded for ever ? is it thus that thou 
| doſt pretend to ſhew me thy love and reſpect ? 
| Ah, Trafimenes, my dear lover, muſt I never 

© ſee thee more ?” the prince perceived the tears | 
| forced a paſſage through her cloſed eye-lids, and 1 
8 then trickling down her cheeks, made her reſem- 1 
| ble Aurora weeping. 1 9 
| He ſtood like one that was immovable at the j 
bed's feet, doubting whether he ſhould wake her, $1 
; or leave her to her ſad ſlumbers. He imagined a 
l that Traſimenes, was her lover, and it was his 1 
. hand which he found in the fort. While he was Þ 
: mutling on a thouſand different things, and not 1 
. able to come to any reſolution, he heard the 15 
ü ſweeteſt melody that ever delighted the ears of 1 
| | x - | man; 1 
: 14 
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man ; it was a concert of nightingales, and other 
ſinging- birds, whoſe harmony was ſo agreeable, 
that no voices could compare to it. Soon after 
an eagle of prodigious bigneſs entered ; he flew 
ſoſtly along, and held in his claws a Golden Bough 
loaden with rubies like cherries. The bird fixed 
his eyes upon the lady, as if he was gazing upon his 
own ſun : he fanned her with his wings, and ho- 
vering over her, ſometimes flew about her head, 
and ſometimes about her feet. 

He did this for a few moments, and then turn- 
ing to the prince, put the Golden Bough into his 
hands; upon this the birds that ſung gave a cry, 
which made all the palace ring. The prince, from 
what he had ſeen and heard, gueſſed that the lady 
was enchanted, and the honor of freeing her re- 
ſerved for him. He advanced towards her, bent 
one knee to the ground, ſmote her gently with 
the Golden Bough, ſaying, © lovely creature, who 
« lieſt ſleeping by ſome magical power unknown 
* to me, I conjure you in the name of Trafimenes, 
to reſume all the faculties of life, which you 
have loſt in appearance.” The lady, opening 
her eyes, ſaw the eagle, and cried, ſtay my 
dear lover, ſtay;' but the kingly bird, gave a 
diimal ſhriek, flew away, and carried the feathered 
ſongſters with him. | 

The lady turning to Torticoli, ſaid, I was 
more obedient to the dictates of love than thoſe 
of gratitude, otherwiſe I ſhould have firſt addreſ- 
« ſed myſelf to you, to whom I owe all things, 
for you have releaſed me from a ſleep, in which I 
have lain buried about two hundred years: a 
magician, who loved me, was the cauſe of all 
my miſeries, and reſerved this glorious adven- 
ture for you. It is inmy power alſo to ſerve you 
in my turn, and I paſhonately defire to do it: I 
am entirely miſtreſs of the arts of the fairy 

| kind, 
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* kind, and can render you as happy as you pleaſe. _ 


Madam (replied the prince) if by your know- 
* Jedge you can penetrate the minds of men, you 


will ealily diſcover that notwithſtanding all my 


diſgraces, Jam leſs to be pitied than another.” 
It is your good-nature makes you ſay ſo (quoth 
the fairy) pray do not detain me ſo long from 
ſhewing you how deſirous I am to be grateful ; 
what is it you can aſk for ? ſpeak, and it is yours. 
E aſk (ſaid the prince) to have an opportunity to 
reſtore your dear Traſimenes to your arms, for 
whom you ſhed ſo many precious tears.” * You 
are too generous, ſays the lady, to prefer my 


to be determined by another perſon. I dare ſay 


to you : but I am impatient to know how I can 
oblige you. © Ah, madam, (replied the prince, 
throwing himſelf at her feet) you ſee what a 
« frightful figure I make; I am called Torticoli in 
deriſion; let me not look ſo ridiculous for the 
future.“ The fairy touched him thrice with the 
Golden Bough, ſaying, * riſe, the moſt accomp- 
liſhed man in the world ; nobody before you, 
* your name for the future ſhall be Nonparelio, for 
© none ever deſerved it ſo well as yourſelf.” | 
The greatful prince embraced her knees, and 
by ſilence which expreſſed his joy more than a 
thouſand words could do, he gave her room to 
gueſs how his ſoul was tranſported. The fairy 
obliged him to riſe, and he looked in the glaſſes 


a a aA „ «„ ac = «<- „ «K K «=a —ð % un Aa 


- Which adorned the chamber; but Torticoli was 


loſt in Nonparelio ; he was three feet higher, his 
hair hung in large curls on his ſhoulders, his 
mien became majeſtic and graceſul, his features 
regular, his looks ſprightly ; in a word, he was 


the maſter-piece of an obligiug and ingenious _ 


fairy, 


inſtereſt to your own; that important affair is 


no more, only that per ſon will not be indifferent 
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Fairy. T am ſorry (ſays the lady) it is not per- 
mitted me to inform you of your deſtiny, to tell 
you what rocks and ſhelves fate throws in your 
way, that you might avoid them. With what 

| pleaſure ſhould J add this good office to the laſt ! 
but I ſhould offend the ſuperior genius that guides 
you.“ Go, prince fly from the tower, and 
remember the fairy Benigna, who has done this 
for you, and will always be your friend.“ At 

theſe words the palace and windows the prince 
had ſeen diſappeared, and he found himſelf in the 
middle of an overgrown foreſt, above three hun- 
dred miles from the tower in which the Brown 

King had confined him, 

Let us leave him there, endeavouring to recover 
himſelf out of his amazement, and ſee what be- 
came of the guards that were ſet upon him, and 
the princeſs Trognon, after this accident. The 
poor ſoldiers wondering that their prince did not 
call for his ſupper, entered his chamber, and not 
finding him there they ſearched for him with great 
exactneſs all over the tower, and when they ſaw 
their labour was in vain, they were almoſt dead with 
fear of the Brown King's diſpleaſure at his ſon's 
eſcape : they conſulted how they ſhould fave them · 
felves from the violence of his reſentment, and in 
the-end thought of a way which they hoped would 
deceive him. They reſolved that one of their com- 
rades ſhould take to his bed, as tho' he was fick, and 
not any one fee him, giving out it was the prince, 
who was very ill. They intended afterwards to 
report he was dead, and by burying a great faggot- 
ſtick inſtead of his highneſs impoſe upon their 
ſovereign, who otherwiſe they knew would put 
every man of them to death, This. contrivance 
they believed was infallible, and they did accord- 
ing as they had reſolved. The leaſt ſoldier of the 
guards, with a counterſeit hump-back, lay ar 

ike 


4 


s 
C 
6 
4 
0 


Tae Gor.ven Bovucu, 157 


like a ſick perſon; the king was told his ſon was 
ill, his majeſty ſuppoſing it was an affected illneſs, 
and that the prince thought to mollify him by it, 
did not abate any part of his ſeverity towards him, 
the trembling guards had what they wiſhed for, 
and the more earneſtly they ſeemed to beg for him, 
the leſs notice the king took of his ſon's danger. 
As to the princeſs Trognon, ſhe arrived in a 
little machine about two feet high, which ma- 


chine was encloſed in a litter. King Brown went. 


to meet her. When he found ſhe was ſo deformed 


a creature, a cripple, her ſkin ſcaled like a fiſh, 


her noſe flat and broad, her mouth reaching from 
ear to ear, he could not forbear ſaying, * princeſs 
* Trognon, you are very cival to diſpiſe my fon ; 
he is ugly, it is true, but not ſo bad as you are.” 


My lord, (ſaid ſhe) I h>ve not ſo good an opi- 


nion of my own merit, as to be angry at the un- 
kind things you ſay to me; h wever, I cannot 
think you believe this way of proceding to be 
an effectual means to make me love your ſon, 


the charming Torticoli ! yet I mult be plain with 


© you; as ugly as Tam, I (hail never marry him, 


but always. value the title of princeſs Trognon 


more than that of queenTortico}i.' King Brown 


was highly oftended at this anſwer. I aſſure you, I 


will keep my word with my fon and your father: 
when you were at home he was your maſter ; now 
you are here, I am. She replied, © I never came 
* here with my own liking, and ſhall always look 
© upon ycu as my mortal enemy, if you put the 
© Jeaſt conſtraint on my inclinations.” The king 
turned ſhort and left her, more enraged than he 
was before. He affigned her apartments in the 
palace, and ladies to wait upon her, giving them 
orders to adviſe her to marry the prince, as the beſt 


thing ſhe could do. 
In 
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In the mean time the guards, being afraid 
that their trick would be diſcovered if they did 
not make haſte to put it in execution, told the 
king the prince was dead, He was ſo grieved at 
the news, that nubody thought he could ever have 
been ſenſible of ſo much ſorrow : He cried, he raved, 
and laying the death of his ſon to the princels 
Trognon's charge, he commanded ſhe ſhould be 
ſhut up in the ſame tower where he had been con- 
fined. The poor princeſs was equally ſurpriſed 
and troubled to find herſelf on a ſudden made 2 
priſoner in ſuch a diſmal place: She was a lady of 
ſpirit, and talked as became her on ſuch treat- 
ment, but nobody would kearxen to her. She then 
endeavoured to find out a way to convey a letter 
to her father, to acquaint him with her hard uſage, 
and deſired him to come and deliver her; but 
nobody would aſſiſt her in it. Her letters were 
all intercepted and given to the Brown King; 
which ſhe not knowing, lived in hope of a kind 
anſwer from her father, and paſſed away the time 
of her confinement as well as the could. She hur- 
ried every day into the gallery, to look upon the 

ictures in the windows, and was wonderfully 
plezſed with the different images ſhe ſaw ſo baps 
pily repreſented there; among whom was her own 
ugly picture in all her deformity, a greater won- 
der than all the reſt, * The painters have been 
very buſy with my effigies ſince I arrived here, 
* (quoth the princeſs could they find out nothing 
« ridiculous to divert their fancies with but me? 
© or would they only ſet off that lovely young ſhep- 
© herdels there, by painting me always by her ?” 
She then gazed upon the picture of a ſhepherd, 
with whole charins ſhe was infinitely delighted, 
Ho unhappy ſaid ſhe) is a perſon whom nature 
* hath «ffronted, as the has done me: The tears 


ſoon followed theſe words; and happening to fee 
— WE 
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her ſace in the glaſs, ſhe haſtily turned her head 


afide, and to her great aſtoniſnment, ſaw behind 
her a little old hag, who was half as deformed a- 
gain as the princeſs. Quoth the Female Monſter, 
* chuſe which you will, virtue or beauty; your 
complaints are ſo moving, that they have touched 
' me. If you will be handſome, you muſt be a 
proud inconſtant coquet ; if you will remain as 
you are, you ſhall be wiſe, modeſt, and eſteemed 
by all the world.” Trognon, looking Redfaſtly 
upon the witch that ſpoke to her, demanded of her 
if beauty and virtue were incompatible, No 
(ſays the little old Hag) but with reſpect to you 
fate has decreed that you ſhall have the one cr 
© the other, and not both of them.“ * Is it ſo (ſaid 


© Trognon with a bold and reſolute air) then I pre- 


fer my uglineſs to beauty.” How! (replied 
the Monſter) would you rather frighten than 
* charm all that ſee you?” * Yes, Madam (ſaid 
* the princeſs) I'll rather. be the moſt miſerable 
creature upon earth than want virtue. I have 
brought you my yellow and white muff on pur- 
* poſe (quoth the beldam :) Blow on the yellow 
* {ide of it, and you ſhall become like that lovely 
* {hepherdeſs with whoſe picture you have been ſo 


charmed, and be beloved by the ſhepherd whoſe 
image has more than once pleaſed you; blow on 


the white ſide, and you thall find yourſelf con- 
' firmed in the paths of virtue, in which you ſo 


* courageouſly have reſolved to walk * Let ibe 


ſo, Madam (ſays the princeſs, I ihall then be 
© comforted amidſt all the contempt I meet with 


© in the world on account of my deformity.” Then 
the little old Gypſy gave her the muff of virtue 
and beauty. Trognon accepted of it, blowed on 


the white lide, and thanked the fairy, who imme- 
diately vaniſhed, 
The 


— 
— — — _ 
2 — — - 
2 1 — 
— „ 
—— 22 
PR . — 
r 


— ww 


1 
To 
o . 
F 

f 

. 


160 Tar GolpExy Bou Rg. 


The princeſs rej iced in the happy choice ſhe 
had made; and as much reaſon as ſhe had to envy 
the incomparable beauty of the ſhepherdeſs that 
was painted in the windows, ſhe received com- 
fort in theſe conliderations: that beauty vaniſhes 
like a dream, that virtue is an everlaſting trea- 
ſure, and an unalterable be2uty, which laſts longer 
than life. She hoped her father would ſoon come 
with an ariny to free he fm her impriſonment: 
She w- ited for his arrival with the laſt impatience 
and lonved to go up te the fort of he tower, to ſee 
if he was coming: but ſhe could nt crawl un fo 
high: ſo ſhe crawled into her chamber as nimble 
as a tortoiſe, or rather with the expedition of a 
ſnail, and bade her woman cari'y her up. When 
ſhe was there, ſhe looked ont of the window which 
faced to that part of the country through which her 
father muſt march, if he came to her aſſiſtance. 
She {aw nothing; but as ſhe was leaning againſt 
the wall, it happened that the ſtones, which prince 
Torticoli had taken out and ill put in again, fell 
down, and with them the golden key, which 
chinking near the princeſs Trognon's feet, ſhe 
took it up, and examined what ſervice it was ſet 
there for. Having a great deal of ſenſe, ſhe pre- 
ſentlv imagined it was to open the cupboard with, 
but there being no lock to be feen, ſhe could not 
tell how: At laſt ſhe eſpied the hole, and opened 
it, being no leſs ru viſhed than the prince had been 
at the light of the wonders ſhe ſaw within it. 
There were four thouſand drawers full of ancient 
and modern rarities. Coming to the ſhutter, ſhe 
ſaw the bux and the hand ſwimming in blood : 
She trembled all over, and would hive thrown it 
away; but ſhe was hindered by the ſecret influence 
of a ſuperior power. Ah, (faid ſhe) mourniully, 
* what have I done? It is death to ſtay here with 
this divided hand.“ At the inſta,.t ſhe heard a 

; ſoit 
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{oft agreeable voice, ſaying, Have a good heart, 
princeſs; your happineſs. depends on this ad- 
ventufe.“ * Alas! (replied Trognon) what can 
« I do?” © Carry (ſaid the voice) this hand with 
vyou into your chamber, hide it under your Pil- 
© low, and when you ſee an eagle give it to him 
that very minute.” | 
As much as the princeſs was frighted, there was 
ſomething ſo perſuaſive in the. voice, that ſhe did 
not heſitate about obeying it: ſhe replaced the 
drawers and rarities in order as ſhe found them, 
without taking away any of them. Her guards, 
who were afraid that ſhe would alſo make her 
eſca pe in her turn, ran into her chamber, ſearch- 
ed for her, and were amazed to find her in a 
place where they thought ſhe could not have got 
up but by enchantment. 2 
It was three days before Trognon ſaw any thing: 
ſhe durſt not. open the fine carbuncle box, ſhe was 
fo terrified by the divided hand. The third night 
aſter ſhe heard a noiſe againſt her window ; ſhe 
opened the curtain, and by moon-light ſaw an 
eagle hovering about it: ſhe roſe as well as ſhe 
could, and crawling along the chamber, opened 
the window. The eagle entered, and clapped his 
wings with a great noiſe in ſign of joy: She 
gave him the hand immediately; he took it with 
his claws, and a moment after ſhe could fee no 
more of him ; but in his place there appeared the 
handſomeſt young man ſhe ever ſaw in her life, 
with a crown upon his head, his robe ſet all over 
with diamonds, and a picture in his. hand. He 
ſpoke to her firſt, ſaying, * Princeſs, it is above 
two hundred years ſince a traitorous magician 
* detained me in this palace. He and I loved the 
* fairy Benigna : I was beloved, and he jealous, 
His art was greater than mine: and reſolving 
to make his advantage be my ruin, he forbade 
me 
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me one day, with a commanding air, to fee her 
any more. I was too amorous, and of too high 
a quality, to hearken to his injunctions: I threat · 
ened him, and the fair one I adored was fo 


offended with the inſolence of the magician, that 


ſhe forbade him, in her turn, ever to approach 
her again. The villain reſolved to be revenged 
on both of us. One day, as I was near her, 
charmed with the fight of her picture, which ſhe 
had juſt then given me, and was gazing on it 
with admiration and joy, he came, and at one 
blow ſtruck off my hand with his ſabre. The fairy 
Benigna (for ſo the queen was called) was more 
troubled at this accident than myſelf; ſhe fell 
down in a ſwoon on her bed, and I in an in- 
ſtant, was transformed into an eagle. The ma- 
gician ſuffered me every day to ſee the queen, 
without approaching near her, or waking her; 
and I had the ſatisfaction to hear her often ſigh, 
and talk of her dear Trafimenes in her ſleep. I 
knew, that after two hundred years a certain 
prince was to reſtore Benigna to life, and a cer- 
tain princeſs to give me my former {hape again, 
by delivering my hand to me; and this benign 
faity, who is concerned for your glory, would 
have it ſo: It was ſhe that ſo carefully locked up 
my hand in the cupboard in the fort; it was 
ſhe that enabled me to pay my acknowledg- 
ments to you: Aſk, princeſs, what you will; 
whatever you with you ſhall have.?“ 
Great king (replied Trognon, having ſtood a 
minute or two thinking upon it) it I did not 
preſently return you an anſwer, it was not be- 
cauſe I was at a lofs what to ſay ; but 1 have 
been ſo little uſed to ſuch ſurpriſing adventures, 
that I could not teli whether this was real or ima · 
ginary.“ * No, madam, (faid 'Trafimenes) it is 
no illuſion; you ſhall experience the reality as 
| 6 ſoon 
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t ſoon as you tell me your wiſh.” If I ſhould aſk 
Hall thoſe bleſſings of you (ſays the oats 
« which I want to be perſect, boundleſs as you 
power is, I believe it would be difficult for you 
to ſatisfy me; but I ſhall keep to what is moſt 
© efſential : Let my ſoul be as lovely as my body is 
ugly and deformed.” Ah, princeſs (replied 
FTraſimenes) you charm me with the goodneſs of 
your choice; but what can render it more ac- 
compliſned than it is already? Your body 
© therefore ſhall become as lovely as your ſoul, 
He then touched her with the ſairy's picture; her 
bones prefently gave a crack, and ſtretched them - 
ſelves out, ſo that ſhe was at once tall, fair, ſtreight, 
and had a complexion whiter than milk : Her 
features were all regular, her mien majeſtic and 
modeſt, yet delicate and agreeable. * Prodigious ! 
« (cried ſhe) is it I? Is it poſſible?” © Yes, madam, 
© (fays Traſimenes) it is you; the wiſe choice 
* which you made of virtue has acquired you this 
happy change in your frame and I am over- 
joyed I was deſtined to contribute to it: Leave 
for ever the name of Trognon, and take that of 
Brilliant, which you deſerve for the brightneſs 
of your graces and charms.“ He ſaid, and va- 
niſhed ; and the princeſs not knowing which way 
ſhe came thither, ſound herſelf under the ſhade of 


a covert of trees, by the ſide of a little river, one of 


the pleaſanteſt in the univerſe, © 

She had not yet ſeen herſelf ſince her metamor- 
phoſis. The firſt time that ſhe ſaw her new 
highneſs, was in the water of that river, which 


was fo clear, that with wonder ſhe perceived the 


alteration to her advantage, and that ſhe was the 
lame ſhepherdeſs whoſe picture ſhe had ſo often 
admired in the windows of the gallery. Like it 
ſhe was cloathed in a white gown, adorned with 
fine lace, the prettieſt that ever ſhepherdeſs wore : 
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round her waiſt ſhe had a girdle of roſes and je. 
ſamins ; her hair was done up in treſſes with flow- 
ers, a gilded crook lay by her ſide, and a flock of 
ſheep grazed on the river's bank: A dog attended 
them; and both the ſheep and the dug ſeemed 
already to know her voice as that of their mil- 
treſs. 

One cannot ima gine the eh part of her 
reflections on ſo many wonders. She was born 
and had lived the uglieſt of human creatures, but 


ſhe was however a priuceſs; ſhe was now as bright | 


as the morning ſtar, but no more than a ſhep- 
herdeſs; and ſhe could not be inſenlible of the loſs 
of her rank, 

Theſe meditations employed her till ſhe fell 
aſleep. She had had very little reſt all night ; 
for though ſhe knew nothing of the matter, ihe had 
travelied above two hundred leagues which tired 
her, and indeed was enough to tire a woman of 


the beſt heart in the world. Her ſheep and her 


dog gathered about her, and watched her as ſhe 
ſhould have done them. The ſun when it roſe 
could not hurt her, the ſhade defending her beau- 
ties from his piercing rays : and the green graſs, 


on which the reclined, ſeemed proud of the beauti- 


ful burthen it bore. 


Te violet ſprings beneath her head, 
The primroſe at her feet: no 

A thouſand flowers their odours ſpread, 
To make her ſlumber ſweet. 

The birds joined their tuneſul melody, the ze- 
phyrs wantonly played with her ſylvan garments; 
but ſoon the feathered choirs gave o'er, the ze- 
phyrs Sto to fan the air, fr fear the nymph 
thonld webe. A ſhepherd retirins from the heat 
of the a boys: and oblerving the place where 
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ſhe lay to be ſhady, came thither; bat when he 
{aw the ſhapherdeſs Brilliant, he was fo ſtruck, 
that if he hav not reſted himſelf againſt a tree he 
had fallen to the ground. Indeed he diſcovered it 
was the very ſame perlon whoſe beauty had ſo 
charmed him with her picture, in the windows of 
the gallery and the vellum book; for the reader will 
ſo:n imagine, that this ſhepherd muſt be Prince 
Nemparelio: An unkn..wn power had kept him in 
this country, where he was admired by all that be- 
held him: his addrets, bis air, his wit, diſ- 
tineuiſhed him ms much among the ſhepherds as his 
bir h would have done eliewhere. He looked on 
B i.lant with equal attention and pleaſure, of 
which he had never bef.re been ſenſible: He kneel- 
ed down by her, examined that collection of beau- 
ties which rendered the whole together perſect, and 
his heart was the firſt that paid her that homage, 
which none fince durſt reſuſe her. While he was 
gazing thus upon her, Brilliant awoke, and ſeeing 
Nonparelio near her in a ſhepherd's habit, yet 
gallant to the laſt degree, ihe looked, and re- 
membered ſhe had ſeen his picture in the tower. 


Lovely ſhepherdeſs (ſaid he) what happy deſ- 


* tiny brought you here, where you are without 
doubt come to receive our vows and our incenle ? 
Ah, I feel already, that none will be more eager 
* to pay his homage to you than mylelf, Shep- 
herd (replied the princeſs) I cannot pretend to 
require honours that are not my due; my delire 


is to remain a {imple ſhepherdeſs, with my 


" flock and my dog, and that ſolitude in which 


I delight more than all other enjoyments. How ! 


fair ſhepherdeſs, (ſaid the prince) do you come 
here to hide yourſelf from all mortals? Is it poſ- 
* ſible that you can mean any thing iil by us? At 
* leaſt let me be accepted, ſince I am the firſt that 
offered my ſervice to you, I ſhall not ſee you 
| otherwiſe 
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otherwiſe than any one elſe (replied Brilliant) 
though I confeſs I have already a particular et. 
teem for you, and deſire you would conduct me 
to the houſe of ſome wiſe ſhepherdeis, with 
whom I may ſpend my days in retirement and 
peace; for being a ſtranger to this place, and 
of an age that does not love to be alone, I ſhall 
be glad to be under ſo good government.” Non- 
parelio rejoiced that ſhe would make uſe of his 
ſerviee in ſuch an affair: He conducted her to a 
cottage ſo neat, that nothing in nature could be 
more pleaſant. There lived a little old woman in 
it, who ſeldom ſtirred out, ſhe being ſo old, that 
ſhe could hardly walk on her legs. Here, ſays 
Nonparelio, preſenting Brilliant, here is an incom- 
parable damſel for you, whoſe looks are enough to 


make you look young again. The old woman 


embraced her, and with a courteous air bade her 
welcome, ſaying, She was ſorry ſhe had no better 
lodging for her, but ſhe would make it up with 
friend{hip, and lodge her in her breaſt. I did 
not think (ſays Brilliant) to find ſo much kindneſs 
and courteſy here; I aſſure you, mother, I re- 
joice extremely that I met ycu, and ſhall have 
the happineſs of your company: And pray tell 
me your name (added ſhe, addreſſing herſelf to 
the ſhepherd) that I may know to whom I am 
obliged for this favour. Jam called Nonparelio 
(replied the prince, by my companions) but for 
the reſt of my life 1 defire no name but that of 
« your ſlave.” The old woman aſked the ſhep- 
herdeſs what her name was, and ſhe anſwered, 
Brilliant, with which the hoſteſs was mightily 
taken; and Nonparelio ſaid an hundred agreeable 
things on that ſubject The little old ſhepherdels 
being afraid that Brilliant might be hungry, 


preſented her with brown bread and, cream in a 


clean earthen diſh, ſome new laid” eggs, new 
butter, 
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butter and cheeſe. Nonparelio ran to his hut, and 
fetched ſome nuts, cherries, and other fruit, 
finely ſet off with flowers. He begged leave of 
ber to dine with her, that he might have the op- 
portunity of her company the longer; and ſhe 
could not without difficulty refuſe him, for ſhe 
began to be wonderfully delighted in the ſight of 
him; and though ſhe affected to appear cold in the 
matter, yet he perceived his preſence would not be 
unacceptable. | „ 
When they parted, ſhe did nothing but think of 
him, and he of her. He viſited her every day, 
and drove her flock to the ſame paſture where his 
grazed: He ſung paſſionate ſongs, played on his 


flute, and tuned his pipe to tempt her to dance; 


which ſhe did with ſo much air and grace, that he 
could never enough admire her. Each of them re- 
tefting on the ſeries of adventures they had met 
with, began to be uneaſy: Nonparelio was always 
ſeeking for her whenever he miſſed her; and ſhe 
always avoided him, 


When, walking in ſome lonely ſhade, 

Alone he met the lovely maid, 

His paſſion he ſo well deſign'd, 

And jhew'd how lovers hearts were join'd 

That ſhe, who turnt with equal flame, 

Perceiv d her ſickneſs was the ſame + 

By what he ſaid, and ſpe could prove, 

Too well jhe knew her pain was love, 

Till then ſhe often figh'd and wept, 

And ſeldom eat, and ſeldom ſlept. 

From lam fe learn'a the killing ſmart 

Was caus'd, like his, by cupid's dart : 

Too late her danger then ſie knew, 

And from her much-lov'd ſhepherd flew ; 
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With pain ſhe flew, and blam'd her flight, 
To ſhun a flame ſo pure and bright. 
J he lover thought his uſage ſtrange, 

Nor gueſs'd the meaning of the change ; 
He ſtill purſu'd her o'er the plain, 

And fought her ev'ry were in vain : 

She fled the place if he was there, 

And never his complaints would hear, 


Brilliant was angry with herſelf for loving Non. 
parelio, * What (ſaid ſhe) have not I only the 
misfortune to love, but to love a wretched ſhep- 
herd ? What cruel deſtiny purſues me? I have 
preferred virtue to beauty; Heaven to reward 
my choice, has made me beautiful, and yet 
how miſerableam I : Was it not for that beauty, 
the ſhepherd from whom 1 fly would not be at ſo 
much pains to pleaſe me and I ſhould have had 
no need to be aſhamed of my tenderneſs for 
him.“ Her fears always put an end to theſe ſad 4 
reflections, and her trouble was increaſed by the | 
trouble the gave her lovely ſhepherd, which re- 
duced him to a miſerable condition; for he gave 
himſelf over to forrow anq deſpair. He had a ; 
mind to let Brilliant know the dignity of his birth, 
in hopes that he might touch her vanity, if he 
could not reach her heart ; but then he thought ſhe 0 
would not believe him; and if ſhe ſhould require a 6 
proof of it, he could not give it her. * What a 5 

. 
6 
„ 
4 
( 
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ſad fate is mine! (ſays he to himſelf) though! 
was frightful to look on, I was heir to a crown 
and a kingdom, which will ſupply all defects: 
It is now in vain for me to ſhew myſelf to my 
Father or his ſubjects; neither of them will 
know or own me; and all the good the ſairy 
Benigna has done me in taking away my name 
and my deformity, is to make a ſhepherd of 


me, and to deliver me up to the charms of 2 
| | ſhepherdeſs 
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ſhepherdeſs who cannot endure my vows. Oh, 
* barbarous ſtars, either become more propitious 
© to me, or render me deformed and as indifferent 
© 2s before!” | 

Such were the melancholy meditations of the 
lover and his miſtrels, without knowing one an— 
ther's cares; and thus it continued for ſome 
time with them. It happened one day, that 
Brilliant flying from Nonparelio, the ſhepherd re- 
ſolving to ſpeak to her, thought of a way to do it 
which would be leaſt offenſive to her. He took a 
little lamb, and dreſt it up with flowers, and put 
2 collar of ribbons about his neck; himſclf wore 
a roſe-coloured taffety coat, covered with Engliſh 
lace; his crook was adorned with ribbons, and 


he had a filken ſcrip by his fide. Thus arrayed, 


3 all the Celadons in the world would have laoked 
0 like ſo many clowns to him. He found Brilliant 
l:tting on a bank of a river, which glided through 
Jy '1e thickeſt part of a wood; her ſheep were feed- 
d ing round her, and the ſhepherdeſs's penſiveneſs 
ie ſtruck an awe on the ſhepherd, for fear of dif- 
e- turbing her. He approached her trembling, pre- 
e ſented the little lamb to her, and looking languiſh- 
a ingly on her, ſaid, * What have I done to you, 
b, fair ſhepherdeſs, to draw upon me ſuch dread- 
he ful marks of your averſion ? You are angry 
he with yourſelf if you chance to look upon me; 


you fly me: tell mein what my paſſion appears 
ſo offenſive to you; can you delire a more pure 
and faithful love? Are not my words and ac. 
tions full of reſpect and warmth? Alas! it is 
too true, that you love elſewhere, and your 
heart is prepoſſeſſed in favour of another. Bril- 
* liant, whom the muſes had bleſſed as well as 
fairies, replicd in verſe ; | 


n 3 Shepherds 
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Having faid this, ſhe ran away from him, The 
lave ſick and deſpairing prince followed her; but 
kis grief growing too ſtrong for him, he fell 
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Shepherd, when thou ſeeſt me fly, 
Why ſhould that thy fear create? 

Maids may be as often ſhy | 
Out of love, a out of hate, 

When from you I fly acay, 

*4 is becauſe I fear to ſlay, 


Did I out of hatred run,” 
| Leſs would be my pain and care; 
But, the youth I love, I jhun, 
Who could ſuch a trial bear? 
Who that ſuch a ſwain did ſee, 
Who could love, and fly like me ? 


— 


Cruel duty bids me go, 
Gentle love commands my flay : 
Duty's till to love a foe ; 
Shall I this or that obey ? 
Duty frowns, and Cupid ſmiles, 
T hat defends, and this beguiles, 


Ever by this eryſal ſtream 
I could ſet and ſee thee figh ; 


Havi hd with this pleaſing dream, 


Oh, *tis worſe than death to fly : 
But the danger ts ſo ; reat, 
Fear gives wings in/tead of feet, 


IF thou lov'ſt me, ſlepherd, leave me; 
If I flay I am undone ; 

Oh, thou may'ſt with eaſe deceive we; 
Prythee, charming boy, be gone: 

Heav'n decrees that we muſl part; 

He has my vows, and thou my heart. 


at 


the 
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the foot of a tree, and ſtirred no more than if he 
had been quite dead; crying, * Ah, too ſevere, 
too ſavage virtue, why duſt thou fear a man 


«4 whoſe paſſion is ſo fervent and innocent ?* The 


princeſs was afraid of herſelf as much as of him ; 
ſhe could not forbear doing juſtice to the merit of 
the charming ſhepherd, and knew that the ſureſt 
way to be ſafe, is to fly from the perſon that ap- 
pears too lovely in our eyes, — 

None ever gained ſuch a conqueſt over them- 
{elves as ſhe did at that time, ſhe tearing herſelf 
from an object, the deareſt to her ſoul that ever ſhe 
ſaw in her life. She could not help turning back 
ſeveral times to ſee if he followed her. She ſaw 
him fall down half dead ; ſhe loved him, and yet 
reſuſed him the comfort of being aſſiſted by her. 
When ſhe got out of the wood into the plain, ſhe 
lifted up her eyes and cried, *O virtue! O glory! 
O greatneſs! I ſacrifice my quiet to you. O 
deſtiny! O Traſimenes! I renounce my fatal 
beauty; let me be as ugly as ever, or let me 
have the lover I abandon without bluſhing.” 
Having thus exclaimed againſt her il! fortune, ſhe 
remained a while, doubting whether ſhe ſhould go 
back and help him, or fly further ſrom him Love 
would have had her return to the place where ſhe 
leſt Nonparelio ; but her virtue triumpked over 
her tenderneſs, and ſhe reſolved never to fee him 
more. | He 

Since ſhe had come into this country, ſhe heard 
talk of a famous magician, who lived in a caſtle 
which he and his ſiſter had built on the b .rders of 
an iſland ; Nothing was ſo much talked of as their 
vaſt ſkill; they every day did miracles. B:illiant 
fancied ſhe ſhould never be able to drive the image 
of ker dear ſhepherd out of her mind without the 
kelp of magic; and, without ſaying a word te 
ler charitable hoſteſs, who had entertained Me 
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and loved her as if ſhe had been her own daughter, 
ſhe went towards the caſtle, fo full of trouble, that 
ſhe did not think of the peril the was running 
into on account of her youth, and expoling herſelf 
alone in a ſtrange place, She ſtopped neither 
night nor day, neither eat nor drank, ſo eager 
was ſhe to arrive at the caſtle, to be cured of her 
tenderneſs; and paſſing through a wood, ſhe heard 
the voice of a perſon ſinging, which ſhe thought 
ſhe knew, and that ſhe heard her name alſo. She 
flopped, to be the more ſure of it; and heat kening 
to the ſong, found it was as follows ; 


Þ. 
Young Nonparelio lov'd a maid, 
As fair as e' er was ſeen ; 
T he glory he of all the glade, 
Ad ſhe of all the green. 


| II. | 
The ſylvan train with envy ſaw 
- The lovely loving pair; 
The ſwain approach'd the nymph with awe, 
The nymph the ſwain with fear. 


q Hl. 

Fe ir Brilliant fled from his complaint, 
Afraid to leur his ſighs, © 

And doubting ſhe with joy fc ud grant 
What ſhe with grief denies. | 


IV. 
She racks herſelf to ſeem ſevere; 
He ſees je does but feign: 
' Tho" when he's preſent He's in fear, 
When abſent ſhe's in pain. 
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. 
With pleaſure, by ſome murm'ring flream, 
She liſtens to his lays, 
Still glad to find hertelf the theme. 
And flattered with his praiſe. 
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| VL 
* (Nor need he follow, for her race 
Does ne'er continue long ; 
She flackens, when he fings, her pace, 


And learns her lover's ſong. 


lt is too much (ſaid ſhe weeping) doſt thou 
© boaſt of my innocent favours? indiſcreet ſhep- 
herd! thou preſumeſt that my weak heart would 
' ſacrifice my duty to my paſſion : thou haſt diſ- 
covered thy unlawful defire, and thou art the 
' cauſe of my being the ſport of the woods and 
' plains.” She believed her ſpite and revenge had 
ſo far got the maſtery of her, that ſhe was in a 
ſtate of indifference, if not of hatred, towards 
him, and continued thus talking to herſelf : what 
need I go any farther, to ſeek for a cure for my 
| diſeaſe? I have nothing to fear from a ſhepherd, 
in whom J have found ſo little merit; I will go 
back to the village with the ſhepherdeſs whoſe 
voice J heard.“ She then called to her as loud 
as ſhe could, but nobody anſwered: and yet every 
now and then ſhe heard her ſinging near her. 
Fear and diſquiet ſeized her, and indeed it was 
true: for the wood belonged to the magician, 
and noneever paſſed through it without ſome ſtrange 
adventure or other. Brilliant, in more doubt than 
ever, haſtened out of the wood as faſt as ſhe could. 
Is the ſhepherd I was afraid of become ſo formida- 
ble to me, that I cannot venture to ſee him again? 
s it not rather my heart, which ſides with him, that 
would deceive me ? fie, fie, it is all ſuch a wretched 


I Z princeſs 
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princeſs as I have to do, So ſhe went on to the 
magician's caſtle, and entered it without meeting 
any obſticle. She croſſed ſeveral courts, where 
the graſs was ſo high, one would have thought no- 
b-dy had been there for an hundred years 
before; there were ſo many briars and thorns, 
that ſhe ſcratched her hands in ſeveral places to 
make her way through them. The firſt room the 
came to was a hall, into which the light only 
came through a little hole; it was hung with bats 
wings inſtead of tapeſtry ; twelve cats were tied 
up by the heels to the cieling, and kept ſuch a 
growling that it was intolerable; twelve mice 
were faſtened to a long table by the tail, each of 
them with a bit of bacon before it, but at ſuch a 
diſtance, that neither could reach it: thus the 
cats ſaw the mice; and the mice the bacon, with- 
out being able to reach what they wanted, though 
they were all ready to be ſtarved. 

The princeſs was muſing on the fate of theſe 
animals, when the magician came to her in a long 
black robe; he had a crocodile on his head, 
which ſerved him inſtead of a cap, and never did 
man wear ſuch a terrible bonnet before; in one 
hand he had a pair of ſpectacles, and in the other 
a wip of twenty long ſnakes, all alive. It is 
not to be imagined what terror ſeized the prin- 
ceſs at his appearance. She was ſorry ſhe had loſt 
her ſhepherd, her flock, and her dog, and her 
thoughts were taken up how ſhe might eſcape this 
monſter ; for as he was dreſſed, he looked more 
like Cerberus than a conjurer, *She ran to the 
door, but felt herſelf entangled in nets of cob» 
webs: As faſt as ſhe cleared of one, ſhe was 
caught in another, and ſo in another, till the num- 
ber became almoſt infinite; which tired her ſo, 
that ſhe had not ſtrength enough in her arms to 


take the cobwebs off from her body. She lay down 
| on 
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on the ground to reſt herſelf, and ſhe was ſcarce 
down before ſhe felt thorns, and briers pricking 
her; and riſing up to avoid that inconvenience, 
ſhe was again involved in the cobweb nets. The 


wicked old fellow ſeeing what paſſed, laughed till 


his ſides were ready to burſt. When his mirth 
was over, he called to her, and ſaid, thou wilt 


never be able to get free as long as thou liveſt: 
I like thee better than any damſel I ever beheld 
before; thou art fairer than the faireſt, and as 
young as one would wiſh ; if thou wilt marry me, 
I will give thee the twelve cats thou ſeeſt hang- 
ing up there, to do what thou wilt with them, 2s 
alſo the twelve mice. The cats are ſo many 
princes, and the mice ſo many princeſſes: the 
jades at ſeveral times had the honour to be 
liked by me (for I ever was amorous and gallant) 
yet neither of them would love me. Theſe prin- 
ces were my rivals, and happier than I. Grow- 
ing jealous, I found means to tempt them 
Nither, and as I cought them in my tnares, I 
metamorphoſed them into cats and mice. The 
jeſt of it is that they hate one another as much 
as they are beloved; and never revenge was 
ſweeter or more complete.“ Ah, my lord, 
(replied Brilliant) turn me into a mouſe; I de- 
ſerve it as much as theſe poor princeſſes. How? 
(quoth the conjurer:) you little filly wench, 
wilt thou not love me then?“ I am reſolved 
never to love any man, (ſaid the trembling 


- princeſs.) Oh, what a fool thou art (lays the 


magician) I will maintain thee to admiration, 
tell thee tales, provide the fineſt clothes in the 
world for thee: thou ſhalt never go out but in 
thy coach or chair, and every body ſhall call 
thee, my lady.“ It is my retolutiun never to 
love (replied Brilliant.) Have a care (quoth the 
old icllow) what thou ſayeſt; thou wilt a long 
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time repent it. No matter for that (ſaid the 
« princeſs) I am reſolved never to love.“ Art 
thou ſo? replied the magician ; thou art a very 
indifferent creature, and for that reaſon ſhalt 
de of a very particular ſpecies of animals in 
joint, blood and bones: thou ſhalt be green, 
* becauſe of the greenreſs of thy youth, light and 
* airy ; thou ſhalt live in the meadows as thou 
* didit before; and be named Santerella, or a 
* Graſshopper. He then touched her, and fhe be- 
came the prettieſt graſshopper in the world ; and 
enjoying her liberty, hopped immediately into 
the garden. . 

As ſoon as ſhe was alone, ſhe burſt out into the 
moſt lamentable moan. * Ah, (cried ſhe) would 
I had ſtill remained a cripple ! would I had now 
* thoſe dear ſupple legs that could not-then ſup- 
port me and that deformed ſhape which frighted 
all beholders! Ah, Traſimenes, where are thy 
fair promiſes now ? what is become of that 
beauty which was ſo carefully kept for me above 
two hundred years? it is ſhorter lived than the 
ſpring flowers. What does it all end m? a 
green garment, a ſingular form, neither fleſh, 
nor fiſh, bones nor blood. Ah, wretch that 1 
am, a crown would have hid all my defects: 
I thould have married a man worthy of me; and 
if I had continued a ſhepherdeſs ſtill, my heart 
would have been the moſt welcome preſent in the 
world to the.moſt amiable Nonparelio. Fortune 
has ſufficiently revenged the affront I put upon 
her. What am I now? a graſshopper, doomed. 
to long nights and days: though my heart is in 
the bitterneſs of woe, and I could weep a de- 
luge.” Thus talked Santerella in her new figure, 
friſking among the flowers and graſs which grew 
on the banks of a river, a 

12 
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In the mean while prince Nonparelio could not 
ſupport the burthen of his ſorrow for the abſence 
of his ador»ble ſhepherdeſs : the obſtinacy with 
which ſhe left him, touched him ſo nearly, that he 
had not ſtrength enough to follow her : he fell into 
a ſwoon and remained inſenfible of any thing, 
like one without life, at the foot of the tree where 
Brilliant ſaw him fall. He continued thus ſonie 
time, till the freſhneſs of the ground, or ſome 
unknown power, reſtored him to life. He durſt 
not go to her houſe that day, and meditated 
inceſſantly on that part of the verſes ſhe repeated 
to him; the ſenſe of which was: 


From whom we dearly love, to fly, 
Does equal pains create, 

As, when we know the fre is nigh, 
To fly from one we hate. 


Thence he received ſome flattering hopes that 
time and his ſervices would prevail upon her gra- 
titude: but how unſpeakable was his grief, when 
going to ſee her at the old ſhepherdeſs's he un- 
derſtood ſhe had not been at home ſince he ſaw 
her! he was almoſt dead with fear and diſquiet, 
and wandered about the plains in an unſucceſs- 
ful ſearch after her. He was weary, he reſted 
himſelf on a river's bank, and was a hundred times 
going to leap in, to end his misfortunes with his 
life. To exprels the cares that ay upon his mind, 
he wrote theſe verſes with a bodkin, on a willow 
which grew over the river : 


Thas fair fountain, that clear brook, 

Theſe deli ious vales and plains ; 

Every pl:ce on which I look, 
Every ſign augments my pains, 
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When the lovely maid was here, 
All was joy; but now ſhe's fled SE 
All is grief, and none /hall hear * 3 
Nonparelio's tuneful reed, 


When the bluſhing morn appears, 
When the day's bright beams decreaſe, 
She's a witneſs of my tears, - 
Sie my conſtant ſorrow ſees. 


Night and day's the ſame to me; 
Still I weep, and ſtill complain: 
Naught but death, can ſet me free, 
Naught but death can cure my pain: 


When I prerce thy tender rind, 
Prythee, gentle tree, forgive, 

Thou a ſpeedy cure will find, 
And, tho" deeper wounded, live: 


But the torments of my heart, 
Mo can bear, or who can heal? 

There's no anguiſh like the ſmart 

Which deſparing lover's feel, 


Brilliant's ever charming name 
Will thy growing beauties ſave: 
What can quench my raging flame? 
What can gaſe me but @ grave? 


He could write no more, being interrupted by a 
little old woman, who came up to him dreſſed in a 
ruff and fardingale, with a high crowned hat on; 
her grey hair and her antiquity was every way 
venerable. * Son, (ſaid ſhe) I have heard your 
dole ful complaints; pray tell me the cauſe of 
vour trouble,” Ab, mother (replied the prince) 
* I mourn the loſs cf a lovely ſhepherdeſs, who 

n runs 
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© runs from me; T know not where to follow her 


and find her, I am reſolved to ſeek her all over 


the earth, but I will learn ſome news of her. 


Go, (faid ſhe) to yon caſtle, and I believe you 


will hear of her in a little time.” It was that of 
the conjuror which the old woman pointed at. 
Nonparelio thanked her, prayed love to be propi- 
tious, and thither bent his way. 

He met with nothing that ſtopped him, till be 
come to the wood belonging to the widow's houſe ; 
here he fancied he ſaw his ſhepherdeſs, and ran 
aſter her, crying, ſtay, Brilliant, ſtay and hear 
me, my adorable ſhepherdeſs.“ The nymph 
flying, and he following, the chace continued till 
night, When it was dark abroad, he eſpied abun- 
dance of lights in the caſtle, He flattered him- 
ſelf that his miſtreſs might be there; thither he 
haſtened, entered the court-yard without any im- 
pediment, mounted the ſtair-caſe, and in a mag- 
nificent hall ſaw a huge old fairy, horribly lean, 
her eyes reſembling two dying lamps; her arms 
were like laths, her fingers like bodkins, and the 
{kin of her carcaſe like black ſhagreen : however, 
ſhe was patched and painted, covered. with green 
and ſad coloured ribbons. She wore a ſilver bre- 
cade gown, a crown on her head, and was all 
over covered with diamonds. * Prince; (faid 
* ſhe) you have come to a place where I have 
6 „long time wiſhed for you; think no more of” 
your little ſhepherdeſs ; you ought to be aſhamed 

* of ſuch a diſproportionate paſſion : Iam the queen 
of Meteors; I with you well, and ſhall do infi- 
* nitely for you, if you will love me.“ Love you! 
* (replied the prince, looking on her with ſcorn) 
love you, madam! is it in my power to love 
* whom I pleaſe ? no, no, I can never be unfaith- 
* ful; and if I could, it would not be in fayour of 

your ladyſhip: go, find out ſome proper in- 
.I6 fluence 
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* fluence for you among your Meteors ; love the 
air, the winds, and leave mankind in peace. 

The Fairy was proud and choleric; the ſtruck 
her wand twice againſt the ground, and in an 
inſtant the gallery was ſull of monſters, with 
whom the young prince had to combat. Some of 
them . ſeemed to have ſeveral heads, and ſeveral 
arms: ſome were like Centaurs, ſome Syrens, 
ſome like lions with human faces, ſome like 
ſphynxes and flying ferpents. Nonparelio had 
nothing in his hand to defend himſelf, but his 
crook and a little ſpear, which he thought be 
might ſtand in need of in his journey, The Fairy, 
before the monſters fell upon him, atked him again 
if he wculd love her. He ſtill anſwered, he de- 
voted himſelf to death for his fair ſhepherdeſs. 
The Hag finding ſhe could not terriſy him by his 
own danger, thcught of another expedient; ſhe 
made Brilliant appear: See there (ſaid ſhe, then) 
thy miſtreſs is at the lower end of the gallery; 
if thou doſt refuſe to marry me, ſhe ſhall be pre- 
* {ently torn to pieces by tigers before thy face.“ 
Ah, Madam (cried the prince, throwing him- 
* ſelf at her feet) ſpare her life, and take mine. 
1 do not want thy life, traitor (replied the 
+ Fairy) it is thy love and thy hand that I de- 
fire. While they talked thus together, the 
prince fancied: he heard his ſhepherdeſs's voice, in 
2 mournful tone, crying, Will you then let 
me be devoured? if you love = do what the 
queen requires of you,” 

The poor prince was in N what to do in 
the midſt of his troubles: He cried out, Ah, 
« Benigna, have you forſaken me, after ſo many 
kind promiſes? Come and help me, Benigna, 
\in this my diſtreſs.” Having ſaid this, he heard 
2 voice in the air, which diſtinctly pronounced 
theſe words. 


Deſtiny 
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Deſtiny will work her way; 
All things muſt her laws obey. 
Prince, be faithful to thy vow ; 
Love, and ſeek the Golden Bough. 


The Fairy, who believed ſhe ſhould be victori- 
ous by the help of ſo many imaginary terrors, 
was enraged to fee herſelf checked by a ſuperior 
power: The protection of the Fairy Benigna was 
an obſtacle in her way, and ſhe could not get over 
it. Benigna (ſaid ſhe) begone from my fight! 
« Unhappy Prince, thy heart is full of flames; 
thou ſhalt for the future be a cricket, always a 
friend to heat and fire,” 

In an inſtant; che beautiful and wonderous 
Prince Nonparelio became a little black -icket, 
who would have burnt himſelf alive in the firſt fire 
he came to, had he not remembered the friendly 
voice which he heard in the air, * Let us ſearch 
for the Golden Bough (ſaid he) perhaps it will 
* uncricket me; and if I find my dear ſhepherdeſs 
here, how perfectly happy ſhall ] be ?: 

The cricket made the beſt of his way, as faſt 
as he could, out of the fatal palace : He did not 
know where to go, and recommended himſelf to 

the care of the beautiful Fairy Benigra. He 
departed without noiſe or equipage, for your 
crickets fear neither robbers nor ill adventures 
on the road. His firſt reſting-place was in a 
hollow tree, where he found a graſhopper very 
melancholy ; not a note could be got out of her. 
The cricket little imagining the graſhopper was 
an inſect of parts, ſaid thus to her, not expecting 
an anſwer: * Whither are you going, comrade 
* graſhopper, that you are fo fad?” And whither 
* are you hound, comrade cricket ?* quoth the 
graſhopper. The cricket was furpriſed to hear 
her reply, How is this! can you ſpeak? ky 
" e.) 
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© he.) And can you? (ſaid the graſhopper) why 


© ſhould we not have as great a privilege as you 
© crickets?” I may very well talk (quoth the 
cricket) becauſe I am a man.“ And by the ſame 
rule (ſays the graſhopper, I may pretend to 
© the ufe of my tongue, for I am a maiden.” 
© ſays the cricket, I perceive your fortune is the 
« ſame with mine.” Without doubt replied the 
© graſhopper) but whither are you going? I ſhall 
© be very glad (quoth the cricket) if it is your 
© way, that we may travel together. I heard a 
voice (ſaid ſhe) in the air, pronouncing theſe 
words: | 


Deſtiny will work her way ; 
Go, ſeek the Golden Bough. 


„ ] ſuppoſe it was meant to me; and I imme- 
« diately ſet out to ſearch for it, thought 1 do not 
know where to go." . 

Their conference was interrupted by two mice, 
which they ſaw running at them with all their 
force. They leaped into the tree head foremoſt, 
and had like to have ſtifled the two comrades, 
Cricket and Graſshopper, who crept as well as 
they could into a corner of the hole. * Ah, Ma- 
dam (quoth the biggeſt mouſe) I have got a 
spain in my fide by running fo faſt ; how fares 
«it with your Royal Highneſs ?* I have loſt part 
© of my tail (replied the youngeſt mouſe) I was 
forced to leave it, or I had been ſill faſtened to 
the old Conjuror's table. Did you ſee how he 
« followed us? Happy are we to have got out of 
* his inſernal palace! I am a little afraid of cats 
and traps.” Heaven deliver your bighneſs 
«from them (ſaid the biggeſt mouſe) I ſhall pray 
« heartily for our arrival at the Golden Bough. Do 
you know the way then (quoth her moſt mou- 
4 kcal 
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© ſical highneſs?* As well as to my own houſe, 
It is 2 marvellous Bough; one of its leaves is 
enough to make a perſon rich for ever; it helps 

© people to money: it uncharms them; it makes 
them handſome; and keeps them ever young. 
The Graſshopper perceiving how matters ſtood, 
addreſſed herſelf thus to their highneſſes: Here is 
© a poor honeſt cricket, and I, ſhall be very proud 
of your company, ladies, for we are, as well as 
vou, pilgrims to the Golden Bough.” Upon this, 
many civil things paſſed between the little ani- 
mals and little inſects: for the mice were princeſſes, 
that had made their eſcape from the horrid con- 
juror's table, to which they were faſtened ; and 
as for the Cricket and Graſshopper, it is very well 
known, that no princes in the world could behave 
themſelves more gallantly upon occaſion, 

They were each of them awake early the next 
morning: They ſet out very ſilently, being fore | 
afraid, if any hunters ſhould have heard them 
talk, they had been all ſnapt and put in a cage. 
They came thus to the place where the Golden 
Bongh grew. It was planted in the middle of a 
garden full of wonders: Inſtead of gravel, the 
alleys were made of oriental pearls, as big as 
peaſe; the roſes were all in garnet diamonds, and. 
the leaves emeralds; the bloſſoms of the pomegra- 
nates were garnets ; the marygolds topazes; the 
jonquils vellow brilliants: the violets ſaphires; the 
bluebottles turquoiſes; the tulips amethyſts and 
opals, In ſhort, the quantity and variety of 
theſe fine flowers were ſuch, that they out thone 
the ſun, 

It was here, as I ſaid before, that the Golden 

| Bough grew, the ſame as prince Nonparelio receiv- 
ed ſrom the eagle, with which he touched the Fairy 
Benigna, and uncharmed her : It was grown as 
bigh as the tallc trees, and loaden with rubies 
1 
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in the ſhape of cherries. As ſoon as the Cricket 
and Graſshopper, and the two Mice approached it, 
they received their natural forms. O joy, 0 
tranſport, not to be expreſſed by words or 
images! The prince at the ſight of the fair ſhep. 
herdeſs threw himſelf at her et, and was about 
to ſay what his ſo agreeable and unlooked for ſur- 
priſe would diate, when Queen Benigna and the 
King Traſimenes appeared, with a pomp that could 
not be paralleled. Every thing amuſed; the mag- 
nificence of the garden, four cupids armed cap- 
a-pee, with their bows by their fide, and. their 
quivers at their ſhoulders, held a little canopy of 
gold and blue brocade over the king and queen; 
and two zraces marched on each fide, with two 
crowns on their heads. Come hither, ye ami- 
able lovers faid the queen, extending ber 
* arms to embrace them) receive from me the 
* crowns which your virtue, your birth, and your 
* conſtancy, deſerve; your ſufferings (hall change 
to pleaſures, Princeſs Brilliant (continued ſhe) 
this ſhepherd, ſo dreadful to your ſoul, is the 
ſame prince that your father and his de figned wo. 
be your huſband; he did not die in the tower: 
« Take him, and leave the care of your peace 
and happineſs to me.” The princeſs, overjoyed 
at this diſcovery, threw herfelf about Benigna's 
neck, and ſhewed, by the tears which trickled 
down her cheeks, that exceſs of rapture had de- 
prived her of the uſe of ſpeech. Nonparelio, bend- 
ing one knee to the ground, kiſſed the generous 
Fairy's hands, and, in the conſuſion of his joy, 
ſaid a thouſand things without any order or 
connection. Traſimenes careſſed him in a very 
high degree; and Benigna in a few words told 
them, it was ſhe who propoſed to Brilliant to blow 
in the yellow and white muff: that ſhe had aſ- 
ſumed the ſhape of an old ſhepherdeſs, to enter- 

tain 
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tain the princeſs at her houſe ; that it was ſhe 
who ſhewed the prince whither his ſhepherdeſs 
was gone, Indeed, continued ſhe, you have ſuf- 
fered a great deal, and I would have prevented it, 
had it been in my power ; but the pleaſures of 
love muſt be dearly bought, and the joy makes 
amends for the ſorrow, | 
Then a ſoft ſymphony of muſick ſtruck up on 
every fide of them. The cupids crowned the 
two young lovers; and their nuptials were cele- 
brated with the magnificence that became Benigna's 
court. The two princeſſes, who were in the ſhape 
of mice, earneſtly entreated the Fairy to try 
the utmoſt of her art to deliver the unhappy cats 
and mice out of the Conjuror's clutches. This 
is too happy a day (ſhe replied) to deny you 
any thing.“ [Saying this, ſhe ſtruck the Golden 
Bough thrice; upon which all thoſe who had been 
confined by the Magieian's charms appeared in 
their proper forms. The generous Fairy, being 
willing that every body ſhouid ſhare in the joy of 
that day, divided the treaſures of the fort in the 
tower among them; a preſent worth as much as 
ten kingdoms in thoſe days. It is eaſy to imagine 
they were full of ſatisfaction and acknowledgments. 
Benigna and Traſimenes crowned their generoſity, 
by declaring, that the palace, the garden, and 
the Golden Bough, ſhould for the future be king 
Nonparelio and Queen Brilliant's. An hundred 
other kings were his tributaries, and an hundred 
kingdoms dependent upon that, which the two 
grateful fairies beſtowed on the two happy lovers. 
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Tho' Brilliant was far from deſerving the name, 
And never beheld her foul face but with ſhame; 
Tho' beauty and riches ſhe might have requir'd, 
1 And had from the Fairy-Queen all ſhe deſired 5 3 
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Tho' beauty ſo flatters, and riches bewitch, 

That all the ſoft ſex would be handſome and rich; 

Yet when ſhe might both have been wealthy and 
fair, | 

She choſe what of late is the ladies leaſt care: 

Kind Fairy, ſhe ery'd, give me virtue and wit, 

And as to my perſon, do what you think fit ; 

For youth's a gay dream that paſſes away, 

And ſoon will the glories of beauty decay; 

But the wealth of the mind is both laſting and pure, 

And the charms of the ſoul do for ever endure, 


THE 
8 TORY 


OF THE 


QUEEN AND COUNTRY GIRL, 


B . was upon a time, 2 queen fo 
very far ſtricken in years, that her ma- 
jeſty was toothleſs and bald. Her head ſhook and 
trembled perpetually like the leaves of an aſpin ; 
end her ſight was ſo dim, that ſpectacles were of 
no longer uſe to her. Her mouth was almoſt hid 
by the near approach of her noſe and chin 8 Her 

ature 
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f-ture was ſo diminiſhed, that ſhe was ſhrunk into 
a ſhapeleſs heap; and her back ſo bowed, that 
you would have thought that ihe had been crooked 
from her infancy, 

A fairy who aſſiſted at the birth of this queen, 
tame to her and ſaid; Do you defire to grow 
young again?” * Moſt earneſtly (replied the 
queen) I would part with all my jewels, to be 
but twenty,” Then, (continued the Fairy) it 
will be neceſſary to make an exchange, and 
to transfer your age and infirmities to ſome one, 
who will be contented to ſpare you her youth 
and health. To whom, therefore, {hall we give 
your hundred years? | 

Hereupon, the Queen gave orders to make dili- 
gent enquiry through the kingdom, for a perſon 
who might be willing to barter youth for age, upon 
a valuable conſideration, When theſe orders were 


publicly known, a great many poor people from 


all parts flocked to the court; all of them de- 
firous to be made old and rich: But, when they 
had ſeen: the Queen at dinner, hideous in her in- 
firmities, trembling and coughing oyer a meſs of 
water-gruel, and doating ever and anon, as ſhe 
ipoke ; not one was inclinable to take up the bur- 
den of her years. They chole rather to live by, 
begging, and to enjoy youth and health in rags. 
There came likewiſe, a crowd of ambitious per- 
ſons, to whom {he promiſed great dignities, and 
the higheſt honours: But when they had ſeen her; 
+ What will all our grandeur avail (ſaid they) when 
' we ſhall appear ſo frightful as to be aſhamed to 
* ſhew ourſelves in public? 4) 

At laſt there came a young Country-Girl (whoſe 
name was Mopſy in full bloom: who demanded 
no |ſs than the crown as, an equivalent for her 
youth and beauty. The Queen immediately grew 
Wgry; but to what purpoſe? ſhe was bent upon 
| renewing 
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renewing her vigour at any rate; and ſaid tg 
Mopſy, * Let us divide my kingdom, and ſhare 
* alike: You ſhall reign over the one half; and 
J will content myſelf with the other: This will 
be power enough, in conſcience, for you, who are 
but a little mean peaſant.“ No, (replies the 
girl) I am not ſo ealily fatisfied : Let me enjoy 
my obicure condition and my rofy complexion ; 
and much good may it do your majeſty and your 
hundred years, and your wrinkles and more 
than one foot in the grave.“ But then (ſaid the 
Queen) what ſhould I be able to do without my 
kingdom? you would laugh, you would dance, 
you would ſing like me, (anſwers the young 
giply) and immediately ſhe broke out into a 
laughter, and danced, and ſung, 'The Queen, 
who was far from being in a condition to imi- 
tate her jollity, taid, And what would you doin 
my place; You who are neither accuſtomed to 
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ſwers this country laſs) what I ſhould do; but 
I have a month's mind to try it a little; for 1 
have always heard it is a fine thing to ben 
Queen.” | 
When the two parties ſeemed now diſpoſed to 
an agreement, and were ready to ſtrike the bargain, 
in comes the fairy, and addreffing herſelf to Mopſy, 
ſaid, Are you willing to make trial of the con- 
dition of an old Queen; and ſee brit how you like 


K «@ «a © „ „ 


- © it, before you reſolve upon a change in good 


* earneſt ? With all my heart (replies the girl.) 
Her forehead 1s inſtantly furrowed with wrinkles, 
her cheſnut hair turns white; ſhe grows peevilh 
and moroſe ; her head ſhakes, her teeth are looſe: 
and ſhe is already an hundred years old. The 
fairy then opens a little box, and lets out a multi- 
tude of officers and courtiers of both ſexes, richly 


apparelled, who foon ſhot up in the full ſtature of 


men 


old age nor empire?” I cannot well ſay (an- 
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men and women, and paid their homage to the 


new queen. She is conducted to her chair of 
ſtate; and a coſtly banquet is immediately ſet 


before her; but, alas, the has no appetite, and 
cannot bear the fumes of the table; her limbs iail 
her when ſhe tries to walk; ſhe is awkward and 


baſhful, and in a maze; ſhe knows not how to 


ſpeak, nor which way to turn herſelf ; the calls for. 
a looking-glaſs, and is ſtartled at her own delor- 
mity ; and fhe coughs till her ſides ache, 

In the mean time the tive queen ſtands in ne 
corner of the room by hectelf ; ſhe laughs and 
begins to grow handſome. Her temples are ſhaded 
with hair, and ſhe renews her teeth; her cheeks 
glow with youth, and her forehead is fair and 
ſmooth: And now ſhe begins to recoliet her 
youthful airs and virgin coyneſs; and ſet her per- 
ſon out to the beſt advantage; but ſhe is troubled 
to find herſelf but meanly appalled ; her coats 
ſhort and ſcanty; and her waiſtcoat of a coarſe 
woollen ſtuff: She was not uſed to be thus poorly 
equipped ; and one of her own guards who took her 
for ſome rude creature, went to turn her out of 
the palace, 

Then ſaid Mopſy to her; I perceive you are 
not a little unealy in my condition; and I ant 
much more weary of yours: Take your crown 
© again, and give me back my ruſſet garment.” 
The exchange was ſoon made; as ſoon the queen 
whithered. and the virgin-peaſant bloomed aireſh, 
The reſtoration was hardly compleated on both 
lides, when each began to repent ; but it was too 
late, for the fairy had now condemned them both 
to remain in their proper condition. 

The Queen bewailed herſelf daily, upon the 
imalleſt indiſpoſition: Alas (would ſhe ſay) if I 
* was Mopſy at this time, I ſhould ſleep indeed in 


* a cottage, and feed upon cheſnuts; but then 
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by day I ſhould dance in the ſhade with the 


© ſhepherds, to the ſweet muſic of the pipe, 


_ © What am I happier for ly ing in an embroidered 


© bed, where IJ am never free from pain? Or, for 
my numerous attendants, who have not the 
power to relieve me? 


Her grief for having forfeited her choice, in- 


creaſed her indiſpofition ; and the phy ſicians (who 
were twelve in number) conſtantly attended her, 
ſoon brought her diſtemper to a height. Briefly, 
ſhe died at the end of two' months. Mopſy was in 
the midſt of a dance with her companions, on the 
bank of a running ſtream, when tidings came of 
the queen's death: Then ſhe bleſſed herſelf, that 
ſhe had eſcaped from royalty; more through good 
fortune and impatience, than through forecaſt and 
reſolution. | 


From this tale we may learn, that the chief 


happineſs in this life are eaſe and content; ſupe- 
rior pleaſures to what any riches can beſtow, 


—— . 
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OF THE 


WONDERFUL WAND. 


BOVE two thouſand years ago, therę 
reigned over the kingdom of Tonga, a king 
whoſe name was Abdallah. He was married to a 
young princeſs, the daughter of a king of a neigh- 
douring 
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bouring country, whoſe name was Rouſignon. Her 
beauty and prudenee engaged him fo far in afﬀfec- 
tion to her, that every hour he could poſſibly ſpare 
from attending the affairs of his kingdom, he ſpent 
in her apartment. They had a little daughter to 
whom they gave the name of Juletta, who was the 
darling and mutual care of both. 

The king was quiet in his dominions, beloved 
by kis lubjects, happy in his family, and all his 
days rolled on in calm content and joy. The 
king's brother Abdulham was alſo married to a 
younz princeis, named Tropo, wh in ſeven years 
had brought him no children : And ſhe conceived 
lo mortal a hatred againſt the queen (the envied 
her happineſs in the little princeſs Juletta) that ſhe 
reſolved to do her ſome miſchief, It was impoſ- 
fible for her during the king's life-time, to vent 
her malice without being diſcovered ; and there- 
fore ſhe pretended the greateſt reſpe& and friend» 


{hip imaginable for the unſuſpecting queen. 


Whilſt things were in this fituation, the king 
fell into a violent fever, of which he died: And 
during the time that the queen was in the height 
of her affliction for him, and could think of no- 
thing but his loſs, tne princels Tropo took the 
opportunity of putting in execution her malicious, 
intentions. She inflamed her huſband's paſſions, 
by ſetting forth the meanneſs of his ſpirit, in let- 
ting a crown be raviſhed from his head by a fe- 
male infant, till ambition ſeized his mind, and 
he reſolved to wield the Tongian ſceptre himſelf, 
It was very eaſy to bring this about; for by his 
brother's appointment, he was protector of the 
realm, and guardian to the young princeſs his 
niece: And the queen taking him and the prin- 
ceſs his wiſe for her beſt friends, ſuſpecting no- 
thing of their defigns, but in a manner gave her- 
ſelf up to their power. 

The 
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The protector Abdulham, having the whole 
treaſure of the kingdom at his command} was in 
poſſeſſion of the means to make all his ſchemes 
ſucceſsſul: And the Princeſs Tropo, by laviſhly re- 
warding the inſtruments of her treachery, con- 
trived to make it generally believed, that the 
queen had poiſoned her huſband ; who was ſo 
much beloved by his ſubjects, that the very hor - 
ror of the action, without any proof of her guilt, 
raiſed againſt the poor unhappy queen an univer- 
ſal clamour, and a general averſion throughout 
the whole kingdom. The princeſs had ſo well 
laid her ſcheme, that the guards were to ſeize the 
queen, and convey her to à place of confinement, 
till ſhe could prove her innocence; which that ſhe 
might never be able to do, proper care was taken, 
by procuring ſufficient evidence to accuſe her on 


-cath; and the princeſs Juletta her daughter, was 


to be taken from her, and educated under the care 
of her uncle, But the night before this cruel de- 
ſign was to have been put in execution, a faith» 
ful attendant of the queen's, named Loretta, by 
the aſſiſtance of one of the princeſs Tropo's confi- 


dants, who had long profeſſed himſelf her lover} 


diſcovered the whole ſecret, of which ſhe imme- 
diately informed her royal miſtreſs, 

The horrors which filled the queen's mind at 
the relation of the princeſs Tropo's malicious in- 
tentions, were inexpreſſible, and her perturbation 


ſo great, that ſhe could not form any ſcheme that 


appeared probable to execute for her own preſer- 
vation, Loretta told her, that the perſon who had 
given her this timely notice, had alſo provided a 
peaſant, who knew. the country, and would meet 
her at the weſtern gate of the city, and, carrying 
the young Princeſs Juletta in his arms, would con- 
duct her to ſome place of ſafety; but ſhe. muſt 
conlent to put on a diſguiſe, and eſcape that very 

night, 
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night from the palace, or ſhe would be loſt for 
ever. Horſes or mules, ſhe ſaid it would be im- 
poſſible to come at without ſuſpicion ; therefore 

| the muſt endeavour (tho' unuſed to ſuch fatigue) 
to travel a-foot, till ſhe got herſelf concealed in 
ſome cottage from her purſuers, if her enemies 
{ſhould think of endeavouring to find her out. Lo- 
retta offered to attend her miſtreſs, but ſhe abſo- 
lutely forbid her going any farther than to the 
weſtern gate; where delivering the little princeſs 
Juletta into the arms of the peaſant, who was 
pp waiting for them, ſhe reluctantly with- 

rew. 

The good queen, who ſaw no remedy to this her 
diſgrace, could have borne this barbarous uſage 
without much repining, had the herſelf been the 
only ſufferer by it: for the lots of the good king 
her huſband ſo far exceeded all other misfortunes, 
that every thing elle was trifling in compariſon to 
io dreadful an affliction. But the young princeſs 
Juletta, whom ſhe was accuſiomed to look on as her 

ö greateſt bleſſing, now became to her an object of 
: pity and concern ; for, trom being heireſs to a 
} throne, the poor infant, not yet five years old, 
2 was, with her wretched mother, become a vaga-, 
. bond, and knew not whither to fly for protection. 
| Loretta had prevailed on her royal miſtreſs to 
take with her a few little neceſſarics, beſides a 
mall picture of the king, and ſome of her jewels, 
Which the queen contrived to conceal under her 
night cloaths, in the midſt of that hair they were 
uled to adorn when her beloved huſband delighted 
lv tee it diſplayed in flowing riuglets round her 
inowy neck. This lady, during the life of her 
lond ha{band, was by his tender care kept from 
every inclemency of the air, and preſerved from 
every inconvenience that it was poſſible for hu- 
man niture to ſuffer, What then muß be her con- 
Vol, II. K dition 
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dition now ! when through bye-paths and thorny 


ways, {he wasobliged to fly with all poſſible ſpeed, 
to eſcape the fury of her cruel purſuers , for ſhe too 
well knew the mercileſs temper of her enemies, 
to hope that they would not purſue her with the 
utmoſt diligence, eſpecially as ſhe was accom- 
panied by the young princeſs Juletta ; whoſe life 
was the principal cauſe of their diſquiet, and whoſe 
deſtruction they chiefly aimed at. 

'The honeſt peaſant, who carried the princeſs 
Juletta in his arms, followed the queen's painful 
ſteps: and ſceing the day begin to break, he beg- 
ged her, if poſſible, to haſten on to a wopd which 
was not far off; where it was liffely ſhe 
might find a place of fafety. But the afflicted 
queen, at the {ight of the opening morn (which 
once uſed to fill her mind with riſing joy) burſt 
into a Hood of tears, and quite overcome with 
grief and fatigue, caſt herſelf on the ground, cry- 
ing out in the moſt affecting manner, * the end of 
my misfortunes is at hand. My weary limbs 
will no longer ſupport me. My ſpirits fail me. 
In the grave alone muſt I ſeek for ſhelter.” ! he 
poor princels ſeeing her mother in tears, caſt her 
little arms about her neck, and wept alſo, though 
ſhe knew not why. | | 

While ſhe was in this deplorable condition, 
turning round her head, ſhe ſaw a little girl, no 
older in appearance than the princeſs Juletta; 
who, with an amiable and tranquil countenance, 
begged her to rife and follow her, and ſhe would 
lead her where ſhe might refreſh and repoſe herſelf, 

The queen was ſurpriſed at the manner of 
ſpeaking of this little child, as ſhe took her to 
be ; but ſoon thought it was ſome kind fairy ſent 
to protect her ; and was very ready to ſubmit her- 
felf to her guidance and protection, 1 
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"Phe little fairy (for ſuch indeed was the ſeem- 
ing child, who had thus accoſted them) ordered 
the peaſant to return back, and ſaid that ſhe would 
take care of the queen, and her young daughter; 
and he knowing her to be the good fairy S bella, 
very readily obeyed. 

Sybella then ſtriking the ground three times 
with a little wand, there ſuddenly roſe up before 
them a neat plain car, and a pair of milk white 
horſes; and placing the queen with the princeſs 
Juletta in her lap by her fide, ſhe drove with ex- 
ceſſive ſwiftneſs full weſtward for eight hours; 
when (juſt as the ſun began to have power enough 
to make the queen almoſt faint with the heat, 
and her former fatigue) they arrived at the fide 
of a ſhady wood ; on entering upon which, the 
fairy made her horſes flacken their ſpeed ; and 
having travelled about a mile and a half, through 


. rows of elms and beech-trees, they came to a 
f thick grove of firs, into which there ſeemed to be 
Js no entrance. For there was not any opening to a 
e. path, and the underwood, conſiſting chiefly of 
ne roſe buſhes, white-thorn, eglantine, and other 
er WW gowring ſhrubs was ſo thick, that it appeared im- 
oh poſſible to force her way through them. But 
alighting out of the car (which immediately diſap- 
n, pes red) the fairy (bidding the queen follow her) 
no puſhed her way through a large buſh of jeſſamine, 
ta; whoſe tender branches gave way for her paſſage, 
ice, and then cloſed again, fo as to leave no traces of - 
uld an entrance into this charming grove. 
ſelf, Having gone a little way through an extreme 
r of narrow path, they came to an opening (quite ſur- 


_ Tounded by thele firs, and {ſweet underwood) not 
very large, but in which was contained every 
thing that is neceſſary towards making life com- 
tortable. At the end of a green meadow was 2 
plain neat houſe, built more for convenience than 
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beauty, fronting the riſing ſun; and behind it 
was a ſmall garden ſtored only with fruits, and 
uſeful heibs. Sybella conducted her gueſts into 
this her {imple lodging; and as repoſe was the 
chief thing neceſſary for the poor fatigued queen, 
ſhe prevailed with her to lie down on a couch, 
Some hours of ſound ſleep, which her wearineſs in- 
duced, gave her a freſh ſupply of ſpirits : the 
eaſe and ſafety from her purſuers, in which ſhe 
then found herſelf, made her for a ſhort time tole- 
rably compoſed ; and ſhe begged the favour of 
knowing to whom ſhe was fo greatly obliged for 
this her happy deliverance : but the fairy, ſeeing 
her mind too unſettled to give any due attention 
to what ſhe ſhould fay, told her that ſhe would de- 
fer the relation of her own life (which was worth 
her obſervation) till ſhe had obtained a reſpite 
from her ſorrows: and in the mean time, by all 
manner of obliging ways, ſhe endeavoured to 

divert and amuſe her. | 
The queen, after a ſhort interval of calmneſs of 
mind, occaſioned only by her ſo ſudden eſcape 
trom the terrors of purſuit, returned to her former. 
dejection, and for ſome time inceſſantly wept at 
the diſmal thoughts, but the princeſs ſeemed now, 
by this reverſe of fate, to be for ever excluded all 
'hopes of being ſeated on her father's throne ; and 
by a ſtrange preverſe way of adding to her own 
grief, ſhe afflicted herſelf the more, becauſe the 
little princeſs was ignorant of her misfortunes ; 
and whenever ſhe ſaw her diverting herſelf with 
little childiſh plays, inſtead of being pleaſed with 
ſuch her innocent amuſement, it added to her 
ſorrow, and made tears guſh forth in a larger 
fiream than uſual. She could not divert her 
thoughts from the palace from which ſhe had been 
driven, to fix them on any other object ; nor 1 
er 
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her grief ſuffer her to reflect, that it was poſſible 
for the princeſs to be happy without a crown. 

At length time, the great cure of all ills, in 
ſome meaſure abated her ſorrows ; her grief be- 
gan to ſublide ; and ſpite of herſelf, the reflection 
that her miſery was only in her own fancy, would 
ſometimes force itſelf on her mind. She could 


not avoid ſeeing that her little hoſteſs enjoyed as 


perfect a ſtate of happineſs, as is poſſible to attain 
in this world: that the was free from anxious 
cares, undiſturbed by reſtleſs paſſions, and miſ- 
treſs of all things that could be of any uſe to 
make life eaſy and agreeable. The oftener this 
refletion* preſented itſelf to her thoughts, the 
more ſtrength it gained; and at laſt ſhe could 
even bear to think, that her beloved child might 
be as happy in ſuch a fituation, as was her amia- 
ble hoſtels. Her countenance now grew more 
cheerful : ſhe could take the princeſs Juletta in her 
arms, and thinking the jewels ſhe had preſerved 
would ſecure her from any fear of want, looked on 
her with delight ; and began even to be convinced, 


that her future life might be ſpent in calm con- 


tent and pleaſure, | | 

As ſoon as the voice of reaſon had gained this 
power over the queen, Sybella told her, that now 
her boſom was ſo free from paſſion, ſhe would re- 
late the hiſtory of her life. The queen, overjoyed 


that her curioſity might now be gratified, begged 
her not to delay giving her that pleaſure one mo- 


ment : on which our little ſairy began in the fol- 

lowing manner, n | 
My father (ſaid the fairy) was a Magician; 
He married a lady for love, whoſe beauty far out- 
ſhone that of all her neighbours ; and by means of 
that beauty, ſhe had ſo great an influence over her 
huſband, that ſhe could command the utmoſt power 
of his art. But better had it been for her, had 
kg - that 
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that beauty been wanting; for her power only 
ſerved to make her wiſh for more, and the grati- 
fication of every defire begat a new one, which 
often it was impoſſible for her to gratify, My fa- 
ther, though he ſaw his error in thus indulging 
her, could not attain ſteadineſs of mind enough to 
ſuffer his beloved wife once to grieve or ſhed a 
tear to no pupoſe, tho' in order to cure her of 

that folly which made her miſerable. | 
My grand father ſo plainly ſaw the temper and 
diſpoſition of his ſon towards women, that he did 
not leave him at liberty to diſpoſe of his magic - 
art to any but his poſterity, that it might not be 

in the power of a wife to teaſe him out of it, 
But his caution was to very little purpoſe; for 
although ſhe could not from herſelf exert any ma- 
gic power, yet ſuch was her unbounded influence 
over her huſband, that ſhe was ſure of ſucceſs in 
every attempt to perſuade him to gratify her deſires, 
For if every Argument ſhe could invent happened 
to tail, yet the ſhedding but one tear was a certain 
method to prevail with him to give up his reaſon, 
what ever might be the conſequence, ; . 
When my father and mother had been married 

about a year, ſhe was brought to bed of a daughter, 
to whom ſhe gave the name of Brunetta, Her 
firſt requeſt to my father was, that ne wouid en- 
dow this infant with as much beauty as ſhe herſelf 
was poſſeſſed of, and beſtow on her as much of his 
art as ſhould enable her to ſucceed in all her de- 
figns. My father foreſaw the dreadſul tendency 
of granting this requeſt ; but ſaid he would give it 
with this reſtriction, that ſhe ſhould ſucceed in all 
her deſigns that were not wicked; for, ſaid he, 
the ſucceſs of wicked defigns always turns out as 
a puniſhment to the perſon ſo ſucceeding. In this 
reſolution he held for three days, till my mother 
(being weak in body after her lying-in) worked 
herſelf 
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herſelf up with her violent paſſion to ſuch a degree, 


that the phyſicians told my father, they deſpaired 
of her life, unleſs ſome method could be found to 
make her mind more calm and eaſy, His fond- 
neſs for his wife would not ſuffer him to bear the 
thoughts of loſing her; and the horror with which 
that apprehenſion had for a moment poſſeſſed his 
mind, prevailed with him to beſtow on the little 
Brunetta (though foreſeeing it would make her 


miſerable) the fatal gift in its full extent. But 


one reſtriction it was out of his power to take off, 
namely that all wicked deſigns ever could and 
ſhould be rendered ineffectual by the virtue and 
perſeverance of thoſe againſt whom they were in- 
tended, if they in a proper manner exerted that 
virtue. | 

I was born about two years after Brunetta, and 
was caled Sybella: but my mother was ſo taken 
up with her darling Brunetta, that ſhe gave her- 


felf not the leaſt concern about me; and I was leſt 


wholly to the care of my father. In order to 
make the gift ſhe had extorted from her fond huf- 
band as fatal as poſſible to her favourite child, 
ſhe took care in her education (by endeavouring 
to cultivate in her the ſpirit of revenge and malice 
againſt thoſe who had in the leaſt degree offended 
her) to turn her mind to all manner of miſchief ; 
hy which means ſhe lived in a continual paſſion. 
My father, as ſoon as I was old enough to 
hearken to reaſon, told me of the gift he had 


conferred on my ſiſter; ſaid he could not retra& 


it: and therefore, if ſhe had any miſchievous de- 
ligns againſt me, they muſt in ſome meaſure ſuc- 
cced; but he would endow me with a power ſupe- 
rior to this gift of my ſiſter's, and likewiſe ſupe- 
rior to any thing elle that he was able to beſtow, 
which was ſtrength and conſtancy of mind enough 
to bear patiently any injuries | might receive; and 
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this was a ſtrength, he ſaid, which would not de. 
_eay, but rather increaſe, by every new exerciſe of 
it: and to ſecure me in the poſſeſſion of this giſt, 
he alfo gave me a-perfedt knowledge of the true 
value of every thing around me, by which means 
I might learn, whatever outward accident beſel 
me, not to loſe the greateſt bleſſing in this world, 
namely, a calm and contented mind. He taught 
me ſo well my duty, that I cheerfully obeyed my 
mother in all things, though ſhe ſeldom gave me a 
kind word, or even a kind look; for my ſpiteful 
lifter was always telling ſome lyes to make her 
angry with me. But my heart overflowed with 
gratitude to my father, that he ſhould give me 
leave to love him, whilſt he inſtructed me that it 
was my duty to pay him the moſt ſtrict obedience. 
Brunetta was daily encouraged by her mother to 
uſe me ill, and chiefly becauſe my father loved me; 
and although ſhe ſucceeded in all her deſigns of re- 
venge on me, yet ſhe was very unealy. becauſe ſhe 
could not take away the cheerfulneſs of my mind ; 
for I bore with patience whatever happened to me: 
and ſhe would often fay, mult I, with all my beau- 
ty, power, and wiſdom, pretend to be happy and 
cheerful ? then would ſhe cry and ſtamp, and rave 
like a mad creature, and ſet her invention at work 
to make my mother beat me, or lock me up, or 
take from me ſome of my beſt cloaths to give to 
her: yet ſtill could not her power extend to vex 
my mind : and this uſed to throw her again into 
ſuch paſſions, as weakened her health, and greatly 
impaired her ſo much boaſted beauty. 

In this manner we lived, till on a certain day, 
aſter Brunetta had been in one of her rages with 
me for nothing, my father came in and chid her 
for it; which when my mother heard ſhe threw 
herſelf into ſuch a violent paſſion, that her buſband 
could not pacify her. And being big with _ 

the 
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the convulſions cauſed by her paſſions, brought her 
to her grave. Thus my father loſt her, by the 
ſame uncontroulable exceſſes, to preſerve her from 
the fatal effects of which, he had before ruined his 
daughter. He did not long ſurvive her ; but be- 
fore he died, he gave me a little wand, which by: 
ſtriking three times on the ground, he ſaid would 
at any time produce me any neceſſary or conve- 
nience of life, which I really wanted, either for 
myſelf or the aſſiſtance of others: and this he gave 
me, becauſe he was very ſenſible, he ſaid, that 
as ſoon as he was dead, my ſiſter would never 
reſt till ive had got from me both his caſtle, and 
every thing that I had belonging to me in it. 
but, continued he, whenever you are driven from 
thence, bend your courſe directly into the pleaſant 
wood Ardella; there ſtrike with your wand, and 
every thing you want will be provided for you. 
But keep this wand a profound ſecret, or Brunetta 
will get it from you, and then (though you can 


never while you preſerve your patience be un - 


happy) you will not have it in your power to be of 
ſo much uſe as you would with to be, to thoſe who 
ſtand in need of your aſſiſtance. Saying theſe 
words, he expired, as I kneeled by his bed-fide,. 
attending his laſt commands, and bewailing the 
loſs of ſo good a father. ; 0 

In the midſt of this our diſtreſs, we ſent to my: 
uncle Sochus, my father's brother, to come to us, 
and to aſſiſt us in an equal diviſion of my deceaſed: 
father's effects: but my fiſter ſoon contrived to 
make him believe, that I was the wickedeſt girl: 
alive, and had always ſet my father againſt her 
by my art, which ſhe faid I pretended. to calt 
wiſdom ; and by ſeveral handſome preſents ſhe 


loon perſuaded him (for he did not care a farthing, 


for either of us) to join with her in ſaying, that 


as-ſhe was the eldeſt ſiſter, ſhe had a full right to 
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the caſtle, and every thing in it; but ſhe told me 
I was very welcome to ſtay there, and live with 


her, it I pleaſed ; and while I behaved myſelf well, 


ſhe ſhould be very glad of my company. 

As it was natural for me to love all people that 
would give me leave to love them, I was quite 
overjoyed at this kind offer of my ſiſter's, and 


never once thought on the treachery ſhe had fo 


lately been guilty of : and I have ſince reflected, 
that happy was it for me, that paſſion was ſo much 
uppermoſt with her, that ſhe could not execute any 
plot that required a diſſimulation of any long 
continuance: for had her good-humour laſted but 
one four-and-twenty hours, it is very probable 
that I {hould have opened my whole heart to her; 


ſhould have endeavoured to have begun a friend- 


ſhip with her, and perhaps have betrayed the 
ſecret of my wand : but juſt as it was ſun-ſet, ſhe 
came into the room where I was, in the moſt vio- 
Jent paſſion in the world, accuſing me to my 
uncle of ingratitude to her great generofity, in 
ſuffering me to live in her caſtle. She ſaid, * that 
* ſhe had found me out, and that my crimes were 
„of the blackeſt dye, although ſhe could not tell 
me either what they were, or who were my accu- 
ſers. She would not give me leave to ſpeak, ei- 
ther to aſk what my offence was, or to juſtify my 


- Innocence: and I plainly perceived that her pre- 


tended kindneſs was deſigned only to make my 
diſappointment the greater; and that ſhe was now 
determined to find me guilty, whether I pleaded 
or not. And after ſhe had raved on for ſome time, 
ſhe ſaid to me with a ſneer, * fince you have al- 
* ways boaſted of your calm and contented mind, 
you may now try to be contented this night 
with the ſoftneſs of the graſs for your bed ; for 
here in my caſtle you ſhall not ſtay one moment 
longer.. And fo ſaying, ſhe and my uncle led 

; me 


K «a „ 


The SToxy of the Wonpzzrur Wann. 203 


me to the outer court, and thruſting me with all 
their force from them, they ſhut up the gates, 
bolting and barring them as cloſe as if to keep out 
a giant; and leſt me at that time of night, friend- 
leſs, and as they thought, deſtitute of any kind of 
ſupport. 

I then remembered my dear father's laſt words, 
and made what haſte I could to this wood, which 
is not above a mile diſtant from the caſts; and 
being as I thought about the middle of it, I ſtruck 
three times with my wand, and immediately 
up roſe this grove of trees which you ſee, this 
houſe, and all the other conveniencies which EF 
now enjoy: and getting that very night into this 
my plain and ealy bed, I enjoyed as ſweet a re- 
poſe as ever I did in my life, only delayed indeed 
a ſhort time, by a few ſighs for the loſs of ſo: 


good a parent, and the unhappy ſtate of a ſelf- 


tormented ſiſter, who ſlumbers, 1 fear, on a bed 
of down, were more reſtleſs and interrupted that 
pight than mine would have been, even had not 
my father's preſent of the wand prevented me 
from the neceſſity of uſing the bed of graſs, which 
ſhe in her wroth allotted me. In this grove which 
I call Placid Grove, 1s contained all that I want; 


and it is ſo well ſecured from any invaders, by the 


thick, briars and thorns which ſurround it, having 
no entrance but through that tender jeſſamine, 
that I live in no apprehenſions of any diſturbance, 
though lo near my ſiſter's caſtle. But once in- 
deed, ſhe came with a large train, and whilſt 1 
was aſleep, let fire to the trees all around me; 
and waking, I found myſelf almoſt ſuffocated with 
ſmoke, and the flames had reached orie part of 


my houſe. I ſtarted from my bed, and ſtriking 


on the ground three times with my wand, there 
came ſuch a quantity of water from the heavens, 
as. ſoon extinguiſhed the fire; and the next 
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morning, by again having recourſe to my wand, 
all things grew up into their convenient and proper 
order. When my ſiſter Brunetta found that 1 
had ſuch a ſuper natural power at my command, 
though ſhe knew not what it was, ſhe deſiſted ever 
attempting any more by force to diſturb me; 
and now only uſes all ſort of arts and contrivan- 
ces to deceive me, or any perſons whom 1 would 
wiſh to ſecure. One of my father's daily leſſons 
to me was, that I ſhould never omit any oneday 
of my life endezvouring to be as ſerviceable as I 
poſſibly could to any perſon in diſtreſs. And I 
daily wander, as far as my feet will carry me, in 
ſearch of any ſuch ; and hither I invite them to 
peace and calm contentment. But my father 
added alſo this command, that I ſhould never en- 
deavour doing any farther good to thoſe, whom 
adverſity had not taught to harken to the voice 
of reaſon enough to enable them fo to conquer 
their paſſions, as not to think themſelves miſerable 
in a ſafe retreat from. noiſe and confuſion, - This 
was the reaſon I could not gratify you in relating 
the hiſtory of my life, whilſt you. gave way to 
raging paſſions, which only ſerve to. blind your 
eyes, and ſhut your ears from truth. But now, 
great queen (for I know. your ſtate, from what 
you vented in your griet) I. am ready to endow 
this little princeſs with any gift in my power, that 
I know will tend really to her good: and I hope 
your experience of the world has made you too 
reaſonable to require any other. 

The queen conſidered a little while, and then 
deſired Sybella to endow the princeſs with that 
only wiſdom, which would enable her to ſee and fol- 
low what was her own true good, to know. the value 
of every thing around her, and to be ſenſible, that 
following the paths of goodneſs, and performing 

her 
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her duty, was the only road to content -and 

happineſs. | | | 

Sybella was overjoyed at the queen's requeſt, 

and immediately granted it, only telling the prin- 
ceſs Juletta, that it was abſolutely neceſſary to- 
wards the attainment of this great bleſſing, that 
ſhe ſhould entirely obey the queen her mother, 
without ever pretending to examine her com- 
mands; for true obedience (ſaid ſhe) conſiſts in 
« ſubmiſſion; and when we pretend to chooſe 
« what commands are proper and fit for us, we do 
not obey, but ſet up our own wiſdom in oppo- 
« ſition to cur governors : this my dear Juletta, 
© you muſt be very careful of avoiding, if. you. 
would be happy.“ She then cautioned her againſt 
giving way to the perſuaſions of any of the young 
ſhepherdeſſes thereabouts, who would endeavour. 
to allure her to diſobedience, by ſtriving to raiſe 
in her mind a deſire of thinking herſelf wiſe, 
whilſt they were tearing from her what was indeed 
true wiſdom. For laid Sybella) my fiſter 
« Brunetta, who lives in the caſtle ſhe drove me 
* from (about a mile from this wood) endows 
young ſhepherdeſſes with great beauty, and 
every thing-that is in appearance amiable, and. 
likely to allure away, and make wretched, thoſe 
rlons I would preſerve : and all the wiſdom 
with which I have endowed the princeſs Juletta,. 
will not prevent her falling into my fiſter's 
ſnares, if ſhe gives the leaſt way to tempta» 
tion: for my father's gift to Brunetta, in her 
inſancy, enables her (as I told you) to ſuc- 
ceed in all her deſigns, except they are re- 
ſiſted by the virtue of the perſon ſhe is practi- 
ling againſt, Many poor wretches has my ſiſter 
already decoyed away from me, whom ſhe now 
keeps in her caſtle; where they live in ſplendor 
and ſeeming joy, but in real miſery, from perr 
: | | petual, 
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© petual jars and tumults, raiſed by envy, ma- 
+ lice, and all the train of tumultuous and tor- 

« menting paſh::ns.” | | 
The princeſs Juletta ſaid, ſhe doubted not but 
ſhe ſhould be able to withſtand any of Brunetta's 
temptations. Her mother, interrupting her, 
cried out, * O, my dear child, though you are en- 
+ dowed with wiſdom enough to direct you in the 
way to virtue; yet, if you grow conceited, and 
proud of that wiſdom, and fancy yourſelf above 
* temptation, it will lead you into the worſt of 
© evils.” Here the fairy interpoſed, and.told the 
princeſs Juletta, that if ſhe would always carefully 
obſerve and obey her mother who had learned 
wiſdom in that beſt ſchool, adverſity, ſhe would 
then, indeed, be able to withſtand and overcome 
every temptation ; and would likewiſe be happy 
herfelf, and able to diſpenſe happineſs to all 
around her. Nothing was omitted by the fairy 
to make this retirement agreeable to her roval 
gueſts : and they had now pafled near ſeven years 
in this delightful grove, in perfe& peace and 
tranquillity ; when one evening, as they were 
walking in the pleaſant wood which ſurrounded 
their habitation, they eſpied under the ſhade, 
and leaning againſt the bark of a large oak, a 
poor old man, whoſe limbs were withered and 
decayed, and whoſe eyes were hollow, and ſunk 
with age and miſery. They ſtopped as ſoon as 
they ſaw him, and heard him in the anguiſh of his 
heart, with a loud groan, utter theſe words; 
When will my ſorrows end? Where ſhall I find 
the good fairy Sybella ?' The fairy immediately 
begged to know his buſineſs with her; and ſaid, 
if his foiruws would end on finding Sybella, he 
might ſet his heart at eaſe ; for ſhe ſtood now 
before him, and ready to ſerve him, if his diſtreſſes 
were ſuch as would admit of relief, and he could 
prove 
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prove himſelf worthy of her friendſhip. The old 
man appeared greatly overjoyed at having found 
the fairy, and began the following ſtory, 


— a ,,, ²˙ e ˙ ⁰dMAA. ,, ß 2 / p, ꝓ¾ꝓé 00S S 00 


I live from hence a thouſand leagues. All 
this way have I come in ſearch of you. My 


whole life has been ſpent in amaſſing wealth, to. 
enrich one only ſon, whom I doated on to di- 
ſtraction. It is now five years ſince I have 
given him up all the riches J had laboured to 
get, only to make him happy. But, alas! how 
am I diſappointed ! His wealth enables him to 
command whatever this world produces ; and 
yet the pooreſt wretch that begs his bread, can- 
not be more miſerable. He ſpends his days in 
riot and luxury ; has more flaves and atten- 
dants than wait in the palace of a prince ; and 
ſtill he fighs from morning till night, becauſe 
he ſays there is nothing in this world worth 
living for. All his dainties only fate his palate, 
and grow irkſome to his fight, He daily chan- 
ges his opinion of what is pleaſure; and on 


the trial finds none that he can call ſuch ; and 


then falls to ſighing again for the emptineſs 


of all that he has enjoyed. So that inſtead of 


being my delight, and the comfort of my old 
age, ſleepleſs nights and anxious days, are all 
the rewards of my paſt labours for him. But 
I have had many vilions and dreams to admo- 
niſh me, that if I would venture with my old 
frame to travel a-foot,. in ſearch of the fairy 
Sybella, ſhe had a glaſs, which if ſhe ſhewed 
him, he would be cured of this dreadful melan- 


choly; and I have borne the labour and fatigue 


of coming this long tireſome way, that I may 
not breathe' my laſt with the agonizing reflec- 
tion, that all the labours of my life have been 
thrown away. But what ſhall I ſay to engage 
yon to go with me ? Can riches tempt, or praiſe 
allure you? | | | 
No 
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No (anſwered the fairy) neither of them has. 
power to move me; but I compaſſionate your 
age; and if I thought I could ſucceed, would 
not refuſe you. The glaſs which I ſhall bid 
© him look in, will ſhew him his inward ſelf; but 
if he will not open both his eyes and heart to. 

truth, to let him underſtand, that the pleaſures. 
he purſues, not only are not, but cannot be, fa- 
tisſactory, I can be of no ſort of ſervice to him, 


* 


now feel, is the natural reſult of your not hav- 
ing taught him this from his. infancy: for, in- 


6 
= 
And know, old man, that the puniſhment you. 
6 
L 


| * ſtead of heaping up wealth, to allure him to. 


6. ſeek ſor happineſs from ſuch deceitful means, 
* you ſhould have taught him that the only path to 
« it was to be virtuous and good. 

The. old man ſaid, he heartily repented of his 
conduct; and then on his knees ſo ſervently im- 
plored Sybella's aſſiſtance, that at laſt ſhe conſen- 
ted to go with him. Then ſtriking on the ground 


three times with her wand, the car and horſes. 


roſe up; and placing the old man by her, after 
taking leave of the queen, and begging the prin- 
ceſs Juletta to he careful to guard againſt all. 
temptations. to diſobedience, ſhe ſet out on her 
Journey. 

The queen and the princeſs Juletta remained, 
by the good fairy's deſire, in her habitation du- 
ring her abſence. They ſpent their time in ſe 
renity and. content ;. the princeſs daily. improv- 
ing herſelf in wiſdom and goodneſs, by harkening 
to her mother's inſtructions, and obeying all her, 
commands; the queen, in ſtudying what would 
be of moſt uſe to her child. She had now forgot 
her throne and palace, and deſired nsthing far- 
ther than her preſent peaceful retreat. One 
morning, as they were fitting in a little arbour. 
at the corner of a pleaſant meadow, on a ſudden. 


they 
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they heard a voice much ſweeter than they had 
ever heard, warble through the following ſong. 


| 1 
Virtue, ſaft balm of ev'ry woe, 
Of ev'ry grief the cure, 
"Tis thou alone that canſt beſtow 
Pleaſures unmixt and pure. 


II. | 
T he ſhady wood, the verdant mead, 
Are virtue's. flow'ry road ; 135 
Nor painful are the ſteps which lead 
To her divine abode. 


III. 
is not in paluces or halls, 
She or her train appear: 
Far off /he flies from pompous walls: 


Virtue and peace dwell here. 


The queen was all attention, and at the end of 
the ſong, ſhe gazed around her, in hopes of ſee- 
ing the perſon, whoſe enchanting voice ſhe had 
been ſo eagerly liſtening to ; when ſhe eſpied a 
young ſhepherdeſs, not much older than the prin- 
ceſs Juletta, but poſſeſſed of ſuch uncommon and 
dazzling beauty, that it was ſome time before ſhe 
could diſengage her eyes from ſo agreeable an ob- 
jet, As ſoon as the young ſhepherdels found her- 
{elf obſerved, ſhe ſeemed modeſtly to offer to 
withdraw; but the queen begged her not to go 
till ſhe had informed them who ſhe was, that with 
ſuch a commanding aſpect, had ſo much engaged 
them in ber favour. 

The 
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The Shepherdeſs coming forward, with a baſh 
ful bluſh, and profound obeiſance, anſwered, that 
her name was Rozella, and ſhe was the daughter 
of a neighbouring ſhepherd and ſhepherdeſs, who 
lived about a quarter of'a mile from thence; and 
to confeſs the truth, ſhe had wandered thither, in 
hopes of ſeeing the young ſtranger, whoſe fame 
for bezuty and wiſdom had filled all that country 
round. | 

The princeſs Juletta, well knowing of whom 
ihe ſpake, conceived from that moment ſuch an 
inclination for her acquaintance, that ihe begged 
her to ſtay, and ſpend the whole day with them 
in Placid Grove. Here the queen frowned upon 
her; for ſhe had, by the fairy's deſire, charged 
her never to bring any one, without her permiffi- 
on, into that peaceful grove. | 

The young Rozella anſwered, that nothing could 
be more agreeable to her inclinations; but ſhe 
muſt be at home by noon ; for ſo in the morning 
had her father commanded her, and never yet 
in her life had ſhe either diſputed or diſobeyed 
her parents commands, Here the young prin- 
ceſs looked on her mcther with eyes expreſſive 
of joy, at finding a companion, which ſhe, and 
even the fairy herſelf, could not diſapprove. 

When Rozella took her leave, {he begged the 
favour, that the little Juletta (for fo ſhe called her, 
not knowing her to be a princeſs) might come to 
her father's ſmall cottage, and there partake ſuch 
homely fare as it afforded: a welcome, ſhe ſaid, 
ſhe could inſure her; and though poor, yet, from 
the honeſty of her parents, who would be proud to 
entertain ſo rare a beauty, ſhe was certain no ſort 
of harm could happen to the pretty Juletta from 
ſuch a friendly viſit, and ſhe would be in the 
{ame place again to-morrow, to meet her, in hopes, 
as ſhe ſaid, to conduct her to her humble * 

when 


a 
i 
4 

[ 
z 
i 
i 
ö 
0 
6 
6 
i 
( 
0 
t 


o 


The STory of the WonperruL Waxp. 211 


When Rozella was gone, the queen, though 
highly poſſeſſed in her favour, both by her beauty 
and modeſt behaviour, yet pondered ſome time on 
the thought, whether or no ſhe was a fit compa- 
nion for her daughter. She remembered what 
Sybella had told her concerning Brunetta's adorning 
young ſhepherdeſſes with beauty, and other ex- 
cellencies, only to enable them to allure and entice 
others into wickedneſs, Rozella's beginning her 
acquaintance with the princeſs by flattery, had no 
good aſpeR ; and the ſudden effect it had upon 
her, ſo as to make her forget, or wilfully diſobey, 
her commands, by inviting Rozella to Placid 
Grove, were circumſtances which greatly alarmed 
her. But, by the repeated intreaties of the prin- 
ceſs, ſhe gave her conſent that ſhe ſhould meet. 
Rozella the next day, and walk with her in that 
meadow, and in the wood ; but upon no account 
ſhould go home with her, or bring Rozella back 
with her. The queen then, in gentle terms, chid 
the princeſs for her invitation to the young ſhep- 
herdeſs, which was contrary to an abſolute com- 
mand; and ſaid, * you muſt, my dear Juletta, be 
very careful to guard yourſelf extreamly well 
againſt thoſe temptations, which wear the face 
of virtue. I know, that your ſudden affection 
to this apparent good girl, and your defire of 
her company, to partake with you the innocent 
pleaſures of this happy place, ariſe from a good 
diſpoſition : but where the indulgence of the 
moſt laudable paſſion, even benevolence and 
compaſſion itſelf, interferes with, or runs coun- 
ter to your duty, you muſt endeavour to ſuppreſs 
it, or it will fare with you, as it did with that 
hen, who, thinking that ſhe heard the voice of 
a little duckſing in diſtreſs, flew from her 
voung ones, to go and give it aſſiſtance, and 
tollewing the cry, came at laſt to a hedge, _= 
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of which jumped a ſubtle and wicked fox, who 
had made that noiſe to deceive her, and devoured 
her in an inſtant: A kite at the time taking 
* advantage of her abſence, carried away one by 
one, all her little innocent brood, robbed. of that 
* parent who ſhould have been their protector. 
The princeſs promiſed her mother, that the would 
punctually obey all her commands, and be very 
watchful and obſervent of every thing Rozella ſaid 
and did, till ſhe had approved herſelf worthy of her 
confidence and friendſhip, 

The queen the next morning W her in 
junctions to her daughter, that ſhe ſhould by no 
means go farther out of the weod than into the 
meadow, where ſhe was to meet Rozella ; and that 
ihe ſhould give her a ſaithful account of all that 
{hould paſs between them. 

They met according to appointment, and the 
princeſs brought home ſo good an account of their 
eonverſation, which the queen imagined would 
help to improve, rather than ſeduce her child, that 
ihe indulged her in the ſame pleaſure as often as 
ihe aſked it. They paſſed ſome hours every day 
in walking round that delightful wood, in which 
were many {mall green meadows, with little ri- 
vulets running through them, on the banks of 
which, covered with primroſes and violets, Rozella, 
by che fide of her {weet companion, uſed to ſing 
the moſt enchanting ſongs in the world : the words 
were chiefly in praiſe of innocence, and a coun- 
try life. 

The princeſs came home every day more and 
more charmed with her young ſhepherdeſs, and 
recounted as near as ſhe could remember, every 
word that paſſed between them. The queen very 
highly approved of their manner of amuſing them- 
ſelves ; but again enjoined her to omit nothing that 
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paſſed in converſation, eſpecially if it had the 
leaſt tendency towards alluring her from her duty. 

One day, as the princeſs Juletta and Rozella 
were walking alone, and talking as uſual of their 
own happy ſtate, and the princeſs was declaring 
how much her own happineſs was owing to her 
thorough obedience to her mother, Rozella with a 
tone of voice as half in jeſt, ſaid, * but do not 
you think my little Juletta, that if I take a very 
great pleaſure in any thing that will do me no 
hurt, though it is forbidden, I may diſobey my 
parents by enjoying it, provided I do not tell 
them of it to vex them with the thoughts that I 
© have diſobeyed them? And then, my dear what 
harm is done ?” 

„Great harm (anſwered the princeſs, looking 
grave and half angry) I am aſhamed to hear you 
talk ſo, Rozella. Are you not guilty of treachery, 
as well as diſobedieace ? Neither ought you to 
determine, that no harm is done, becauſe you 
do not feel the immediate effects of your tranſ- 
greſſion; for the conſequence may be out of our 
narrow unexperienced view : and I have been 
taught, whenever my mother lays any com- 
© mands on me, to take it for granted, ſhe has 
* ſome reaſon for ſo doing: and I obey her, with- 
© out examining what thoſe reaſons are ; other- 
* wiſe it would not be obeying her, but ſetting up 
my own wiſdom, and doing what ſhe bid me 
only when I thought proper. 

They held a long argument on this head, in 
which Rozella made uſe of many a fallacy to prove 
her point? but the princeſs, as ſhe had not yet 
departed from truth, nor failed in her duty, could 
not be impoſed upon. Rozella ſeeing every at- 
tempt to perſuade her was vain, turned all her paſt 
diſcourſe into a jeſt ; ſaid ſhe had only a mind to 
try her; and was overjoyed to find her ſo ſteady = 

the 
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the cauſe of truth and virtue. The princeſs re. 


. ſumed her uſual cheerfulneſs and good humour, 


Rozella ſung her a ſong in praiſe of conſtancy of 
mind ; and they paſſed the reſt of the time they 
ſtayed together as they uſed to do. 

But, juſt before they parted, Rozella begged ſhe 
would not tell her mother of the firſt part of the 
converſation that paſſed between them. The 
princeſs replied, that it would be breaking through 
one of her mother's commands ; and therefore 
ſhe dared not grant her requeſt, Then faid 
Kozella, here I muſt for ever part with my dear 
little Juletta, Your mother not knowing the 
manner in which I ſpoke, will have an ill opi- 
nion of me, and will never truſt you again 
in my company. Thus will you be torn from 
* me; and my loſs will be irreparable.“ 'Thele 
words ſhe accompanied with a flood of tears, 
and ſuch little tenderneſſes, as quite melted the 
princeſs into tears alſo. But ſhe ſtill ſaid, that 
Ihe could not dare to conceal from her mother any 
thing that had happened, though fhe could not but 
* own, ſhe believed their ſeparation would be the 
« conſequence, * Well then (cried Rozella) | 
* will endeavour to be contented, as our ſepara - 
tion will give you leſs pain, than what you call 
this mighty breach of your duty: and though! 
would willingly undergo almoſt any torments 
that could be invented, rather than be debarred 
one moment the company of my deareſt Juletta; 
yet I will not expect that ſhe ſhould ſuffer the 
{malleſt degree of pain or uneaſineſs, to ſave 
me from loſing what is the whole pleaſuie of my 
kite.” | 
1 he princeſs'could not bear the thought of ap- 
pearing ungrateful to ſuch a warm friendſhip as 
Rozella expreſſed ; and without farther heſitation, 


promiſed to conceal what ſhe had 1aid, and to un- 
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dergo any thing, rather than lole fo amiable a 
friend. 

Alter this they parted. But when the princeſs 
entered the grove, {he did not as uſual, run with 
haſte and joy into the preſence of her indulgent 
mother; for her mind was diſturbed : ſhe felt a 
conſcious ſhame on ſeeing her, and turning away 
her face, in which ſhe imagined ſhe would ſee the 
ſecret lurking in her boſom. Her mother obſer- 


ved with concern her downcaſt look, and want of 


cheerſulneſs : and aſking what was the matter, 
ſhe aniwered, her walk had fatigued her, and ſhe 
begged early to retire to reſt, Her kind mother 
conſented: but little reſt had the poor princeſs all 
that night; for the pain of having her mind 
touched with guilt, and the fear ſhe was under 
of loſing her dear companion, kept her thoughts 
in one continued tumult and confuſion, The 
fairy's gift now became her curſe ; for the pow- 
er of ſeeing what was right, as ſhe had acted con- 
trary to her knowledge, only tormented her. 

She haſtened the next morning to meet Rozella 
and told her all that had paſſed in her own mind 
the preceding night ; declaring that ſhe would not 
paſs ſuch another for the whole world; but yet 
would not diſpenſe with her promiſe to her with- 
out her conſent ; and therefore came to aſk her 
leave to acquaint her good mother with all that 
had paſſed : * for (ſaid ſhe) my dear Rozella, we 
* muſt if we would be happy, do always what is 
right, and truſt for the conſequences,” here Ro- 
zella drew her features in the moſt contemptuous 
ſneer imaginable, and ſaid, * pray, what are all 
* theſe mighty pains you have ſuffered ? Are they 
not owing only to your want of ſenſe enough to 
* know, that you can do your mother no harm by 
© concealing from her this, or any thing elſe that 
can vex her? And my dear girl (continued ſhe) 


when you have once entered into this way of 
| thinking 
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thinking, and have put this blind duty out of 
your head, you will ſpend no more ſuch reſtleſs 
night-, which you muſt ſee was entirely owing 
to your own 1maginations,” 

This ſtartled the princeſs to ſuch a degree, that 
ſhe was breaking from her; but putting on a more 
tender air, Rozella cried, * and can you then, my 


a oo „ „ 


dear Juletta, determine to give me up for ſuch. 


© a trifling conſideration ?' Then raiſing her 


voice again, in a haughty manner, ſhe ſaid, * I 


« ought to deſpiſe and laugh at you for your folly, 
or at beſt pity your ignorance, rather than offer 
a ſincere friendſhip to one ſo undeſerving,' 

The princeſs having once ſwerved from her 
duty, was now in the power of every paſſion that 
ſhould attack her. | | 

Pride and indignation, at the thought of being 
deſpiſed, bore more ſway with her, than her 
affection to her fond mother; and ſhe was now 
determined, ſhe ſaid, to think for herſelf, and 
make uſe of her own underſtanding, which, ſhe 
was convinced, would always teach her what was 
Tight. Upon this Rozella took her by the hand, 
and with tears of joy, ſaid, now my deareſt 
girl, you are really wiſe, and cannot therefore 


py. But to ſhew that you are in earneſt in this 
reſolution, you ſhall this morning go home with 
me to my father's cott: it is not ſo far off, but 
you will be back by the time your mother ex- 
pets you; as that will be obeying the chief 
command, it is but concealing from her the 
thing that would vex her, and there will be no 
harm done.“ Here a ray of truth broke in up- 
on our young princels ; but as a falſe ſhame, 


and fear of being laughed at, had now got poſſeſ- 
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ſion of her, ſhe with a ſoft figh, conſented to the 


pro poſal. 
Rozella 


(according to your own rule) fail of being hap- 
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Rozella led the way. But juſt as they were 
turning round the walk, which leads out of the 
wood a large ſerpent darted from one lide out of 
a thicket, directly between them; and turning 
its hiſſing mouth towards the princeſs, as ſeeming 
to make after her, ſhe fled haſtily back, and ran 
with all her ſpeed towards the grove, and pant- 
ing for breath, flew into the arms of her ever kind 
protectreſs. : 

Her mother was vaſtly terrified to ſee her trem- 
ble and look ſo pale; and as ſoon as {he was a little 
recovered, alked her the occaſion of her fright ; 
and added (with tears running down her cheeks} 
] am afraid, my dear Juletta, ſome fad diſaſter 
bas befallen you; for indeed, my child, I but 
* too plainly ſaw laſt night 

Here the princeſs was ſo ſtruck with true ſhame 
and confuſion for her paſt behaviour, that ſhe fel} 
down upon her knees, conſeſſed the whole truth, 
and implored forgiveneſs for her fault. 

The queen kindly raiſed her up, kiſſed and for- 
gave her. I am overjoyed, my dear child (ſaid 
* ſhe) at this your ſweet repentance, though the 
effect of mere accident, as it appears; but ſent 
* without doubt, by ſome good fairy to ſave you 
from deſtruction : and I hope you are tho- 
roughly convinced that the ſerpent which drove 
* you home, was not half ſo dangerous as the falſe 
* Rozella,” | es 

The princeſs anſwered, that ſhe was thoroughly 
ſenſible of the danger ſhe had avoided ; and hoped 
ihe never ſhould again, by her own folly and 
wickedneſs, deſerve to be expoſed to the danger 
from which ſhe had ſo lately eſcaped. | 

Some days paſſed without the princeſs's offering 
to ſtir out of the grove ; and in that time ſhe gave 
a willing and patient ear to all her mother's in- 
ſtructions, and ſeemed thoroughly ſenſible of the 
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great deliverance ſhe had lately experienced. 
But yet there appeared in her countenance an 
uneaſineſs, which the queen wiſhing to remove, 
aſked her the cauſe of it. | 


It is, my dear madam, (anſwered the princeſs) | 


+ becauſe I have not yet had it in my power to 
* convince you of my repentance, which, though I 
© know it to be ſincere you have had no proof of, 
+ but in words only; and indeed my heart longs 
for an occaſion to ſhew you, that I am now able 
to reſiſt any allurement which would tempt ine 
from my duty; and I cannot be eaſy till you 
© have given me an opportunity of ſhewing you 
the firmneſs of my reſolution ; and if you will 
give me leave to take a walk in the wood alone, 
this evening I ſhall return to you with pleaſure, 
and will promiſe not to exceed any bounds that 
you ſhall preſcribe.” | 
The queen was not much pleaſed with this re- 
queſt ; but the princeſs was ſo earneſt with her to 
grant it, that ihe could not well refuſe, without 
ſeeming to ſuſpeRt her ſincerity ? which ſhe did 
not, but only feared for her ſafety ; and giving 


ber a ti charge not to ſtir a ſtep out of the 


wood, or to ſpeak to the falſe Rozella, if ſhe came 
in her way, ſhe reluctantly gave her conſent. 

The princeſs walked through all the flowry la- 
byrinths, in which ſhe had ſo often ſtrayed with 
Rozella, but ſhe was ſo ſhocked with the thoughts 
of her wickedneſs, that ſhe hardly gave a ſigh for 
the loſs of a companion once ſo dear to her: and 
as a proof that her repentance was ſincere, though 
ſhe heard Rozella ſinging in an arbour (on purpoſe 
perhaps to decoy her) ſhe turned away without the 
leaſt emotion, and went quite to the other fide of 
the wood; where looking into the meadow, in 
which ſhe firſt beheld that falſe friend, ſhe ſaw a 
girl. about her own age, leaning againſt a e 

an 
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and crying moſt bitterly. But the moment ſhe 


came in fight the young ſhepherdeſs (for ſuch by 
her dreſs ſhe appeared to be) cried out, * O help, 
dear young lady help me; for I am tied here to 
* this tree, by the ſpiteful cortrivance of a wicked 
young ſhepherdeſs, called Rozella: my hands 
too you ſee, are: bound behind me, ſo that 
« I cannot myſelf unlooſe the knot: and if I 
am not releaſed, here muſt } lie all night: and 


my wretched parents will break their hearts, for 


fear ſome unlucky accident ſhould have beſallen 
their only child, their poor unhappy Florimel !* 

The princeſs hearing her ſpeak of Rozella in 
that manner, had no ſuſpicion of her being one of 
that falſe girl's deluding companions; but 1ather 
thought that ſhe was a fellow-ſufferer with herſelf; 
and thErefore, without any conſideration of the 
bounds preſcribed, ſhe haſtened to releaſe her, and 
even thought that ſhe ſhould give great pleaſure in 
telling her mother, that ſhe had faved a poor 
young ſhepherdeſs from Rozella's malice, and re- 
ſtored her to her fond parents. But as ſoon as ſhe 
had unlooſed the girl from the tree, and unbound 
her hands, inſtead of receiving thanks for what 
the had done, the wicked Florimel burſt into a 
laugh, and ſuddenly ſnatched Trom the princeſs 
Juletta's fide her father's picture, which ſhe 
always wore hanging in a ribband, and ran away 
with it as faſt as ſhe conld, over the meadow, 

The princeſs was ſo aſtoniſhed at this ſtrange 
piece of ingratitude and treachery, and was to 
alarmed for fear of loſing what ſhe knew her mo- 
ther ſo highly valued, that hardly knowing what ſhe 
was about, ſhe purſued Florimel with all her ſpeed; 
begging and entreating her not to bereave her ſo 
baſely and ungratefully of that picture, which 
ſhe would not part with for the world; but it was 


allto no purpoſe ; for Florimel continued her flight, 
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and the princeſs her purſuit, till they arrived at 
Brunetta's caſtle gate; where the fairy herſelf ap- 
peared dreſſed and adorned in the moſt becoming 
manner, and with the moſt bewitching ſmile that 
can come from dazzling beauty, inviting the prin- 
ceſs to enter her caſtle (into which Florimel was 
run to hide herſelf) and promiſed her on that con- 
dition, to make the idle girl reſtore the picture. 

It was now fo late, that it was impoſſible for the 
princeſs to think of returning home that night ; 
and the pleaſing addreſs of Brunetta, together 
with the hopes of having her picture reſtored, ſoon 
prevailed with her to accept of the fairy's invi- 
take. ---: | 

The-caſtle glittered with gaudy furniture; ſweet 
muſic was heard in every room; the whole com- 
pany, who were all of the moſt beautiful forms 
that could be conceived, ſtrove who ſhould be moſt 
obliging to this their new gueſt. They omitted 
nothing that could amule and delight the ſenſes. 
And the princeſs Juletta was ſo entranced with joy 
and rapture, that ſhe had not time for thought, or 
for the leaſt ſerious reflection: and ſhe now began 
to think, that ſhe had attained the higheſt happi- 
neſs upon earth. | | 

Aiter they had kept her three days in this round 
of pleaſure and delight, they began to pull off the 
maſk: nothing was heard but quarrels, jars, and 
_ -galling ſpeeches: inſtead of ſweet muſic, the a- 
partments were filled with ſcreams and huwling ; 
for every one giving way to the moſt outrageous 
paſſion, they were always doing each other ſome 
malicious turn, and one univerſal horror and con- 
fuſion reigned, 

The princeſs was hated by all, and was often 
aſked, with inſulting ſneers, why ſhe did not re- 
turn to her peaceſul grove, and condeſending 
mother ? But her mind having been thus * 

< alide 
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aſide from what was right, could not bear the 
thoughts of returning ; and though by her daily 
tears the ſhewed her repentance, ſhame prevent- 
ed her return : but this again, was not the right 
fort of ſhame; for then ſhe would humbly have 
taken the punifhment due to her crime; and 
it was rather a ſtubborn pride: which as ſhe 
knew herſelf ſo highly to blame, would not give 


her leave to ſuffer the confuſion of again confeſling 


her fault; and till ſhe could bring herſelf to ſuch 
a ſtate of mind, there was no remedy for her 
miſery. | 

The queen in the mean time, ſuffered for the 
loſs of her child more than words can expreſs, 
till the good fairy Syhella returned. The queen 
burſt into tears at the fight of her; but the fairy 
immediately cried out, you may ſpare yourſelf 
my royal gueſt, the pain of relating what has 

happened. I know it all; for that old man, 
whom ] took ſuch pity on, was a phantom, raiſed 
by Brunetta, to allure me hence, in order to 
have an opportunity, in my abſence, of ſe- 
ducing the princeſs from her duty. She knew 
nothing but a probable ſtory could impoſe on 
me: and therefore raiſed that ſtory of the 
miſery of the old man's ſon (from motives which 
too often, indeed, cauſe the miſery. of mortals) 
as knowing I ſhould think it my duty to do 
what I could to relieve ſuch a wretch. I will. 
not tell you of my journey, nor what I have 
gone through,” I know your mind is at pre- 
ſent too much fixed on the princeſs, to attend 
to ſuch a relation: Iwill only tell you what con- 
cerns yourſelf. When the phantom found, that 
by no diſtreſs he could diſturb my mind, he ſaid 
- he was obliged to tell the truth; what was the 
intention of my being deluding from home, and 
what had happened fince; and then vaniſhed 
| 5 away 
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* away.” Here the fairy related to the queen 
every thing that had happened to the princeſs, as 
has already been told; and concluded with ſay - 
ing, that ſhe would wander about the caſtle-walls 
(for Brunetta had no power over her) and if ſhe 
could get a fight of the princeſs, ſhe would en- 
deavour to bring her to a true ſenſe of her fault, 
and then ſhe might again be reſtored to happineſs, 
The queen bleſſed the fairy for her goodneſs ; 
and it was not long before Sybella's continual aſ- 
ſiduity got her a fight of the princeſs ; for ſhe often 
wandered a little way towards that wood ſhe had 
once ſo much delighted in, but never could bring 
herſelf to enter into it ; the thought of ſeeing her 
injured mother made her ſtart back, and run halt 
wild into the fatal caſtle. Rozella uſed frequently 
to throw herſelf in the way ; and on hearing her 
fighs, and ſeeing her tears, would burſt into a 
ineering laugh at her folly ; to avoid which laugh, 
the poor princeſs firſt ſuffered herſelf to throw off 
all her principals of goodneſs and obedience, and 
was now fallen into the very contempt ſhe ſo 

much dreaded, : : 
The firſt time the fairy got fight of her, ſhe 
called to her with the moſt friendly voice ; but 
the princeſs ſtung to the ſoul with the ſight of her, 
| fled away, and did not venture out again for ſe- 
veral days. The kind Sybella began almoſt to de- 
ſpair of regaining her loſt child; but never fail 
ed walking round the caſtle many hours every 
day. And one evening, juſt before the ſun ſet, 
ſhe heard within the gates, a loud tumultuous 
noiſe, but more like riotous mirth, than the voice 
Either of rage or anger; and immediately ſhe ſaw 
the princeſs ruſh out at the gate, and about a dozen 
girls laughing and ſhouting, running aſter het, 
the poor princeſs flew with all her ſpeed, till ſhe 
eame to a little arbour, juſt by the ſide _ a 
Wood; 
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wood; and her purſuers, as they intended only 


to teaze her, did not follow her very cloſe ; but, 


as ſoon as they loſt ſight of her, returned all back 
again to the caſtle. | 
Sybella went directly into the arbour, where ſhe 


found the little trembler, proſtrate on the ground, 


crying and ſobbing, as if her heart was breaking, 
The fairy ſeized her hand, and would not let her 


go, till ſhe had prevailed with her to return to the 


Placid Grove, to throw herſelf once more at her 


mother's feet, aſſuring her that nothing but this 


humble ſtate of mind would cure her miſery, and 


reſtore her wonted peace, 


The queen was filled with the higheſt joy to ſee 
her child ; but reſtrained herſelf ſo much, that ſhe 
ſhewed not the leaſt ſigns of it, till ſhe had ſeen her 
ſome time proſtrate at her feet, and had heard 
her with tears properly confeſs, and aſk pardon 
for all her faults. She then raiſed, and once 
more forgave her ; but told her that ſhe muſt learn 
more humility, and diſtruſt of herſelf, before ſhe 
ſhould again expect to be truſted, | 

The princeſs made no anſwer ; but by a modeſt 
downcaſt look expreſſed great concern, and true 
repentance ; and in a ſhort time recovered her 
former peace of mind : and as ſhe never after- 
wards diſobeyed her indulgent mother, the daily 
increaſed in wiſdom and goedneſs. 

After having lived in the moſt innocent and 


peacable manner for three years, (the princeſs 


being juſt turned of eighteen years old) the fairy 
told the queen, that ſhe would now tell her ſome 
news of her kingdom, which ſhe had heard in her 
journey : namelys that her brother-in-law had 
made proclamation throughout the Kingdom, of 
great rewards to any one who ſhould produce the 
queen, and the princeſs Juletta, whom he would 
immediately reinſtate in the throne. . 
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The princeſs Juletta was by when ſhe related 
this; and faid ſhe begged to lead a private life, 
and never more be ex poſed to the temptation of 
entering into vice, for which ſhe had already ſo 
ſeverely imarted, 

- The fairy told her, that Gnce ſhe doubted her- 
Telf, ſhe was now fit to be truſted ; For (ſaid ſhe) 
I did not like your being ſo ſure of reſiſting 
temptation, when firſt I conferred on you the 
gift of wiſdom. But you will, my princels, if 
you take the crown have an opportunity of 
doing ſo much good, that if you continue vir- 
tuous, you will have perpetual pleaſures ; for 
power made a right uſe of, is indeed a very 
great bleſling.” 

The princeſs anſwered, that if the queen her 
mother, thought it her duty to take the crown, 
ſhe would cheerfully ſubmit, though a private lite 
ſhouid he otherwiſe her choice, 

The queen replied, that ſhe did not blame her 
for chuſing a private life; but ſhe thought ſhe. 
could not innocently refuſe the power that would 
give her ſuch opportunities of doing good, and 
making others happy; fince by that refuſal, the 
power might fall into hands that would make an 
ill uſe of it. 

After this converſation, they got 0 the ſame 
car, in which they travelled to the wood of Ardel- 
la, arrived lately at the city of Algorada, and the 
princeſs Juletta was ſeated, with univerſal concent, 
on her father's throne ; where ſhe and her people 
were reciprocally happy, by her great wiſdom 
and prudence : and the queen mother ſpent the 
remainder of her days in peace and joy, to ſee her 
beloved daughter prove a bleſſing to ſuch num- 
bers of human creatures; whilſt ſhe herſelf enjoyed 
that only true content and happineſs this world 
can produce; namely A peaceable conſcience, 


and a quiet mind, | 
THE 
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KING. AN D FAIRY RING. 


HERE was 2 king, whoſe name was 


Alferute ; feared by all his neighbours, and 
loved by all his ſubjects. He was wiſe, good, juſt 
and valiant-; and deficient in no quality requiſite 


in a great prince. A fairy came to him one day, 
and told him that he would ſoon find himſelf 


plunged into great difficulties, if he did not make 


uſe of the ring, which ſhe then put on his finger. 


When he turned the ſtene of the ring to the inſide 


of his hand he became inviſible; and when he 
turned the diamond outwards he became viſible : 


again. 


When he ſuſpected any one of his ſubjects, he 
went into that man's houſe and cloſet, with his 


diamond turned inwards, and heard and ſaw. all. 
the ſecrets of the family, without being per- 
Ls. ceived, 
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He was highly pleaſed: with this prefent - and 
ſoon grew ſenſible of the ineſtimable value of it. 
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re ĩived. When he miſtruſted the deſigns of any 
neighbouring potentate, he would take a long 
journey unaccompanied, to be prefent in his moſt 
private counſels, and learn every thing, without 
the fear of being diſcovered. By this means, he 
eaſily prevented every intention to his prejudice ; 
he fruſtrated ſeveral conſpiracies formed againſt 
his perſon; and diſconcerted all the meaſures of 
his enemies for his overthrow, 

Nevertheleſs, he was not thoroughly fatisfied 
with his ring: and he requeſted of the fairy the 
power of conveying himſelf, in an inſtant, from 
one conntry to .another ; that he might make 
a more convenient and ready uſe of the enchant- 
ed ring, The fairy replied, you aſk too much : 
let me conjure you not to covet a power, which 
J foreſee, will one day be the cauſe of your 
"miſery ; though the particular manner thereof 
be concealed from me. 'The king would not liſ- 
ten to her entreaties; but ftill urged his re- 
queſt, Since then you will have it ſo (ſaid ſhe) I 
muſt neceſſarily grant you a favour, of which 
you will dearly repent. Hereupon ſhe chafed his 
ſhoulders with a fragrant liquor: when imme- 
diately he perceived little wings ſhooting at his 
back. Theſe little wings were not diſcernable 
under his habit : and when he had a mind to 
fly, he needed only to touch them with his hand, 
and they would ſpread ſo as to bear him through 
the air, ſwifter than an eagle. When he had 
no farther occaſion for his wings, with a touch they 
ſhrunk again to ſo ſmall a ſize, as to lie concealed 
under his garment. 

By this magic, Alfarute was able to tranſlate 
himſelf in a few moments, wherever he pleaſed. 
He knew every thing: and no man could con- 
ceive how he came by his intelligence: for he 
would often retire into his cloſet, and pretend to 
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be ſhut up there the whole day, with ſtrict or- 
ders not to be diſturbed; then making himſelf 
inviſible with his ring, he would enlarge his wings 
with a touch, and traverſe vaſt countries. By 
this power he entered into very extraordinary 
wars: and never failed to triumph. But, as he 
continually ſaw into the ſecrets of men, he diſ- 
covered ſo much wickedneſs and diſſimulation, 
that he could no longer place a confidence in any 
man. The more redoubted and powerful he grew, 
the leſs he was beloved, and he found, that even 
they to whom he had been moſt bountiful, had no 


gratitude nor affection towards him. 


In this diſconſolate condition, he reſolved to 


ſearch through the wide world, til} he found a 


woman .compleat in beauty and all good quali- 
ties, willing to be his wife ; one who would love 


him, and ſtudy to make him happy. Long did 


he ſearch in vain : and as he ſaw all, without 
being ſeen, he diſcovered the moſt hidden wiles 
and failings of the ſex. He viſited all the courts ; 
where he found the ladies inſincere, fond of 
admirers, and. ſo enamoured with their own 
perſons, that their hearts were not capable of en- 
tertaining any true love for a huſband. He went 


likewiſe into all the private families: he found * 


one was of an inconſtant, volatile diſpoſition : an- 
other was cunning and artful ; a third, haughty : a 
fourth, capricious; almoſt all ſaithleſs, vain, and 
full of idolatry to their own charms. 

Under theſe diſappointments, he reſolved to 
carry his inquiry through the loweſt conditions 
of life. Whereupon, at laſt he found the daugh- 
ter of a poor labourer, fair as the brighteſt morn- 
ing, but ſimple and ingenuous in all her beauty; 
which ſhe diſregarded, and which in reality, was 
the leaſt of her perfections: for ſhe had an un- 
derſtanding and a virtue, which outſhone all the 
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graces of her perſon. All the youth of the neigh- 
bourhood were impatient to ſee her; and more 
impatient after they had ſeen her, to obtain her 
in marriage: none doubting of being compleatly 


happy with ſuch a wife. 


King Alfarute beheld her: and he loved her. 
He demanded her of the father; who was tranſ- 
ported with the thoughts of his daughter becom · 
ing a great queen. Clarinda (ſo ſhe was called) 
went from her father's hut into a magnificent 
palace; where ſhe was received by a numerous 
court. She was not dazzled, nor diſconcerted, at 
the ſudden change: ſhe preſerved her ſimplicity, 
her modeſty, her virtue, and forgot not the place 
of her birth, when ſhe was in the height of her 
glory. The king's affection for her increaſed 
daily ; and he believed, he ſhould at laſt arrive at 
perfect happineſs : neither was he already far from 
it; ſo much did he begin to confide in the good- 
neſs of his queen. He often rendered himſelf in- 
viſible to obſerve her, and to ſurpriſe her: but, 
he never diſcovered apy thing in her that was 
not worthy of his admiration. So that now there 
was but a very ſmall remainder of jealouſy and 
diſtruſt, blended with his love. 

The fairy who had foretold the fatal conſe- 
quences of his laſt requeſt, came ſo often to warn 
him, that he thought her importunity trouble- 
ſome. Therefore, he gave orders, that ſhe ſhould 
no longer be admitted into the palace; and en- 
joined the queen not to receive her viſits, for the 
future. The queen promiſed to obey his com- 
mands ; but not without much unwillingneſs, be - 


cauſe ſhe loved this good fairy. 


It happened one day, when the king was upon 

a progreſs, that the fairy deſirous to inſtrut the 
queen in futurity, entered her apartment. in the 
appearance of a young officer ; and immediately 
declared, 
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declared in a whiſper, who ſhe was: whereupon, 
the queen embraced her with tenderneſs, The 
king, who was then inviſible, perceived it, and 
was inſtantly fired with jealouſy. He drew his 
ſword, and pierced the queen; who fell expir- 
ing into his arms, In that moment the fairy re- 
ſumed her true ſhape, whereupon, the king knew 
her, and was convinced of the queen's innocence. 
Then would he have killed himſelf : but the 
fairy with-held his hand ;. and ſtrove to com- 
fort him : when the queen, breathing out her laſt 
words, ſaid, though I die by your hands, I die 
wholly yours. 1 

Too late, now Alfarute curſed his folly, that 
put him upon wreſting a boon from the fairy 
which proved his miſery, He returned the ring; 
and deſired his wings might be taken from him. 
The remaining days of his life, he paſſed in 
bitterneſs and grief: knowing no other conſo- 
lation, but to. weep perpetually over. Clarinda's 
tomb, | 


The MORA L. 


This tale evinces the ſolly of taking any mat- 
ter in too jealous a view; and that by too eaſy 
viewing the wrong road, we involve ourſelves in 
danger and misfortune. 
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HERE was a princeſs, who having under- 
gone ſeveral great misfortunes, had nothing 
left of all her paſt grandeur, but two rich ſuits of 
cloaths, the one of velvet embroidered with pearls, 
and the other of cloth of gold, covered over with 
diamonds, which ſhe kept as long as ſhe could: 
but the extreme neceſſity ſhe was reduced to, 
obliged her often to ſell a pearl or diamond pri- 
vately, to ſupport her equipage. She was a wi 
dow, and had three daughters, all very handſome : 
ſhe thought if ſhe brought them up in the gran- 
deur and ſtate ſuitable to their rank, they would 
become afterwards more ſenſible of their misfor- 
tunes. Thereupon ſhe determined to ſell that lit- 
tle ſhe had left, and go and ſettle in ſome country 
where they might live cheap: but by the way, go- 
ing over a large foreſt, ſhe was robbed of almoſt 
all ſhe had. This poor princeſs, after this laſt 
misfortune, which was greater than all that had 
befel her before, knew ſhe muſt now either earn 
her 
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her bread or ſtarve: and as ſhe all her life-time 
had taken great delight in cookery, and having a 
ſmall kitchen furniſhed with golden plate, which 
ſhe uſed to divert herſelf in; that which ſhe uſed 
to do before for her pleaſure, ſhe was now forced 
to undertake for her livelihood. She tooka pretty 
little houſe near a great city, and made the beſt 
fricaſſees and ragouts imaginable ; inſomuch that 
ſhe had a conſiderable trade, and acquired great 
fame of being an excellent cook. In the mean 
time her three daughters grew up, and their beau- 


ty without doubt, had reached the ears of the court, 


had not their mother kept them in their cham- 
ber. When one day there came a little old wo- 
man, who ſeemed to be very much tired, and lean- 
ing on a ſtick, her body very feeble, and her ſkin 
all wrinkled and ſhrivelled; I am come (ſaid 
* ſhe) to make one good meal before I leave this 
* world, that I may brag I have had one; there- 
fore, ſaid ſhe again to the princels, drawing her- 
« ſelf a chair to the fire-ſide, get me ſomething 
* nice, and make haſte.” As ſhe had at that time 
her hands fully employed, and could not do all her- 


ſelf, ſhe called her three daughters down, whoſe _ 
names were Lucina, Diana, and Linda; who were 
_ dreſſed like country girls, in bodice and petticoats, 


all of different colours; but the yourigeſt was the 
handſomeſt and the beſt natured. The princeſs 


their mother ordered one to go take ſome pigeons, 


another to kill ſome pullets, and the third to make 
ſome paſte. In ſhort, two or three courſes were 


preſently ſerved up, and ſet before the old woman, 


with clean linen, good wine, and every thing 
in nice order ; which made her eat and drink with 
an extraordinary appetite, When ſhe had done, 
ſhe got up, and ſaid to the princes, * honeſt 


© friend, had I any money, I would pay you: 


but I have been poor: theſe many years, and 
| s wanted 
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wanted ſo kind an entertainment as you have 
« given me; all that I can do, is to wiſh you bet- 
ter cuſtomers than J have been.“ The princeſs 
ſmiled, and replied, * well, mother, do not trouble 
« yourlelf, I am always well rewarded if 1 can but 
© pleaſe.” And faid Linda, we are glad it was 
in our power to ſerve you; if you will ſup here 
6- too, you ſhall be welcome. O! (cried the old 
6. woman) how happy are they who have ſuch ge- 
*. nerous ſouls ! but do not you-think of receiving 
* ſome recompenſe? Well, (continued ſhe) aſſure 
*. yourſelves, that the firſt wiſtt you make without 
thinking of me, {hall be compleated.“ Then ſhe 
went away, leaving them ſome reaſons to believe 
her to bea fairy. 

This adventure ſurpriſed them; they had never 
ſeen a fairy before, and were frightened. Inſo- 
much that for five or fix months after, they could 
not forbear talking of her; and whenever they 
wiſhed for any thing, ſhe was always prefent in 
their thoughts, ſo that they came to nothing, which 
made them very angry with the fairy, When one 
day, the king going a hunting, reſolved to call at 
their houſe to ſee if the princeſs was as notable 
a cook, as ſhe was repreſented to be, The three 
ſiſters were in the garden gathering ſtrawberries 
when he paſſed by. Ah! (ſaid Lucina) was I fo 
happy as to marry the admiral, I beaſt that I 
could ſpin thread enough to make ſails for his 

whole navy.“ And I (faid Diana) was my 

fortune ſo good that J ſhould marry the King's 

brother, I could work lace enough with my nee- 

dle to hang his palace.” * And I (faid Linda) 

would the king have me, boaſt at the end of 

- nine months to bring him forth two fine boys 
and a girl, with ſtars on their foreheads, and a 
„ chain of gold about their necks; from whote 
s hair, hanging on curious rings, ſhould drop va- 
; b luable 
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© luable jewels.” One of the king's favourites 
overhearing their diſcourſe, went and informed 
the king thereof, who ordered them to come to him. 
When they entered the room where the king was, 
which they did with all reſpe& and modeſty, he 
aiked them, whether what he had been told of 
their diſcourſe about huſbands was true, or not? 
At which they bluſhed, and hung down their heads : 
but upon his preſſing them farther, they owned 
it was, * Certainly (ſaid he) I know not what pow- 
er influences me, but L will not ftir from hence 
till I have married the fair Linda. *.then, fir, 
(ſaid his brother) you will give me leave to marry 
the lovely Diana.“ And 1 live not without 
+ hopes (ſaid the admiral) but yqur majeſty will 
* conſent to my happineſs, in eſpouſing Lucina, 
* with whom I am charmed,” The king, pleafed 
that two of the greateſt perſons in his dominions 
ſhould follow his example, approved their choice, 
and aſked their mother's conſent ; who anſwered, 
it was too great an honour and happineſs for her 
to refuſe: and then the king, prince, and admiral, 
kilſed her. | 
Juſt when the king was going to dinner, a ta- 
ble came down the chimney, whereon were ſeven 
golden diſhes of all manner of rarities, which the 
king eat heartily of; the beaufet was ranged full 
of gold plate, and a fine ſymphony played all the 
time, which made the king imagine it to be a 
piece of witchcraft; when the princels, gueſſing 
that it was owing to the fairy, aſſured him it was 
not, and bleſſed the hour ſhe entertained the little 
old woman. After the repaſt was over, which 
was fo long, that night ſurpriſed them all at ta- 
ble ; at which his majeſty was ſome what aſhamed, 
for it ſeemed as if bacchus ruled at his wedding 
more than cupid : the king pulled a ring off his 
finger, and put it on Linda's; and the prince 
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and admiral did the ſame; after which all the 
king's retinue ſaluted as became them, both the 
queen and princeſs: but for Lucina, the had not 
ſo much reſpect ſhewn her; for though ſhe was the 
eldeſt ſiſter, ſhe was the worſt married. The king 
Tent a gentleman of his bedchamber to inform the 
queen his mother of what had happened, and to 
ſend coaches to fetch the queen Linda and her 
two liſters. When the queen- mother who was 
the moſt cruel of all women, knew that the king 
and prince were married ſo ſuddenly, and beſides, 
the two girls of obſcure birth, fhe flew into ſucha 
paſſion, as frightened the whole court. Then aſk- 
ing the gentleman the reaſons that induced the 
king to ſuch a baſe marriage, and being told the 
hopes of having two boys and a girl with ſtars 
on their foreheads, &c. ſhe laughed diſdainfully 
at her ſon's credulity, and ſaid all the moſt inve- 
terate things her rage could invent. When the 
coaches came, the king invited his mother in-law 
to go along with them; aſſuring her, that ſhe 
ſhould be looked upon with all manner of diſtic- 
tion, Eut ſhe comparing a court to the rolling 
of the waves in a rough fea, told him ſhe had had 
too much experience of the world, to forſake a 
quiet life, Why (replied the king) you do not 
s intend to follow your buſineſs? No, replied ſhe) 
then (added he) give me leave to appoint you 
an equipage and attendants.” I thank you, 
fir (anſwered ſhe) when I am alone, I have none 
to diſturb my repoſe; and had I a large family 
of domeſtics, there would not fail of ſome to in- 
* commode me.“ The king admired the ſenſe and 
diſcretion of a woman, who both thought and ſpoke 
like a philoſopher. But while he was preſſing his 
mother-in-law to go along with him, Lucina went 
and hid all the veſſels of gold that were in the 
beaufet, in the bottom of the chariot ; all . 

the 
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the fairy turned into earthen ware, when ſhe ar- 
rived at court, and came to put them into her 
cloſet. | | 
The king and queen embraced the prudent 
princeſs with all tenderneſs, and aſſured her ſhe 
might command whatever Jay in their power ; and 
leaving this rural abode, came to town, preceded 
by trumpets, hautboys and kettle-drums. The 
creatures of the queen-mother adviſed her to diſ- 
guiſe her reſentment, leaſt ſhe ſhould anger the 
king, and that might produce fatal conſequences. 
She approved thereof, conſtrained herſelf and ſhew- 
ed a great friendſhip for theſe her two daughters- 
in-law, making them preſents of jewels, and com- 
plimenting them. The fair queen and the prin- 
_ ceſs Diana, were united by a ſtrid friendſhip ; 
but Lucina hated them mortally for their good 
fortune.“ What (ſaid ſhe to herſelf) muſt I, who 
am the elder, and think myſelf a thouſand times 
5 handſomer than either of them; muſt I be only 
* the wife of an admiral, who perhaps loves me 
© not ſo well as he ought ! and ſhall they be, one a 
queen and the other a princeſs, and be adored 
* by their huſbands ! Ye gods, it is intolerable !* 
And this envy to her ſiſters made her enter into 
the queen mother's meaſures; for every body 
knew that the tenderneſs ſhe ſhewed her daughters- 
in-law was all diſſimulation, and that ſhe only 
wanted an opportunity of doing them all imagin- 
able miſchief, | 
- The queen and the princeſs both proved with 
child, and by ill fortune a war happened, which ob- 
liged the king to put himſelfat the head of his troops. 
The young queen and princeſs, finding that they 
mult be left, in the power of the queen-mother, 
defired they might return home to their own 
mother, which would be ſome comfort to them, 
for the loſs of their dear ſpouſes; but the _ 
| ; cou 
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could not be brought to conſent to it; he conjured 
bis beloved Linda to ſtay at her palace and aſ- 
fſured her his mother ſhould uſe ber well. Ac- 
cordingly he deſired her in the moſt preſſing man- 


telling her that therein ſhe would oblige him moſt 
ſenſibly ; and that he hoped for moſt beautiful 
children, and ſhould long with the utmoſt ex- 
pectation to hear the news. This wicked queen, 
overjoyed that her ſon ſhould entruſt her with his 
wife, promiſed him every thing he defired, and 
ailured him he might beeaſy upon that ſcore, The 
king through his deſire of a quick return, ha- 
zarded his troops in all rencounters ; and his hap- 
pineſs was, that by his raſhneſs he ſucceeded ; But 
before he could finiſhthe campaign, the queen was 
brought to bed, as was alſo the princeſs her ſiſter, 
aon the {ſame day, of a lovely boy; but ſhe died in 
the birth. Lucina's thoughts were wholly em- 
ployed how ſhe might injure the queen: and when 
ihe ſaw ſuch charming children, and that ſhe her- 
ſelf had none, her rage increaſed, and ſhe reſolved 
ſoon to ſpeak to the queen-mother, for there was 
no time to loſe, * Madam (ſaid ſhe) I am ſo 
deeply touched with the honour your majeſty has 
done me, by letting me ſhare ſome part of your 
eſteem, that I willingly would do any thing, tho 
againſt the intereſt of my own family, to obey 
you. I am not ignorant of the great diſpleaſure 
you have conceived of the baſe marriage ot the 
king and prince; and here are tour children 
born to perpetuate the crime: our mother is but 
a poor country woman, who had ſcarcely a bit 
of bread to put in her mouth, when ſhe betook 
her to be a cook. Take my advice madam, 
let us make a fricaſſee of theſe young men, and 
put them out of the world, before they make you 
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Lucina, 


ner, to love and take care of her daughter-in-law, 


4 bluſh,” Ah! how much I love thee, my dear 
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* Lucina (faid the queen) for being ſo equitable, 
and partaking with me my juſt grief? 1 had 
« already determined to execute what you now 
« propoſe, but then, the manner how perplexes me. 
Never let that trouble you (replied Lucina ; I 
have a little bitch that has juſt puppied two little 
« dogs and a bitch, with ſtars on their foreheads. 
and rings upon their necks: We muſt make the 
« queen believe that ſhe has been delivered of 
© theſe creatures, and make away with her three 
children, and that of the princeſs deceaſed. The 
project was approved by the inhuman queen, who 
ordered Feintiſa, one of her maids of honour, to 
fetch the. welps, and dreſs them in as fine linen 
and lace as the queen's children ſhould be, and 
put them into the cradles; then ſhe, followed by 
Lucina, went and paid the queen a viſit: I am 
come to wiſh you joy (ſaid ſhe) for the heirs you 
have brought forth to my ſon ; methinks (holding 
up the welps) their heads will become a crown: 
now I am not amazed at the promiſe you made 
my ſon of bringing two ſons and a daughter, 
with ſtars on their foreheads, and collars of 
gold about their necks. Here take them, and 
nurſe them yourſelf, for no woman, that I know 
of, will ever give their breaſts to them to ſuck. 
The poor queen ſurpriſed at the relation of 
this misfortune, had like to have died away with 
grief ; and when ſhe perceived it was true, ſeeing 
the whole litter lie yelping upon the bed, cried 
moſt bitterly : then clapping her hands, ſaid. A- 
las, madam, add not reproaches to my affliction, 
* which of itſelf is already too great: had the 
gods permitted me to die, rather than be the 
mother of ſuch monſters, I ſhould have thought 
« myſelf too happy, Alas! what will become of 
* me; the king will hate me as much as he loved 
s me before.“ Here her ſighs and ſobbings inter- 
rupted 


avi w 6 


6 
a 
5 
$ 
* 
6 
- 
0 


* 
* 
** 
„ 
1 
SITY 
. 

! A 
FI 
> 5h 
x 2 & £ 
\ 3 
"3 ; 
C5 

* 
92 
167 
Fred, 


£ 
A « 
> +4 Y; > i 
— * 4 
1 
++ 4 : 
ö 1 < 
1 C 
& 
bk 13 
0 


1 a 
\ 4 
: 2} & 
PEAS 
' of 14 
& © | \ 
1 5 1 
"4 84 4 
{+4} 
1 
* 5 q 
ih; [1 
\ Þ 
; 


d AS © OS _ AS, NS 


FL CT OF De WW 10 Pp 


Ed Os — 


| 
J 


4 440 < % * * - A 4 4 ＋ 3 — 
2 . * I, = - : 5 * . „ = <= * 7 3 "= 5 " 
* 2 pg 7 2 2 we — 3 F 2 = ta 2 IE — — — 
= T — — * 5 = — . * ö K — — 
1 7 2 I - > > gp — 7 ” s ER WE 3 — pt Sr — 
3 >” 4 — A * K 8 — * py a - led, . — — — — 8 ———— — — 
N 2 - — — aan e * e 2 — — 


N — 
r 


— 
. — 


bis 


7 


238 Paix cESss Fair-STar & PRINCE Curry, 


rupted her, and her ſpeech failed her; when the 
queen- mother, continuing her reflections, had the 
pleaſure of paſſing away three hours by her bed- 
fide, and then went away. Her ſiſter, who pre- 
tended to partake of her grief, told her ſhe was not 
the firſt that had had ſuch misfortunes; that ſhe 
Ry ſaw it was a trick of the old fairy's, who 
ad promiſed ſuch wonders: and that as it might 
be dangerous for her to ſee the king, ſhe adviſed 
her to go home to her mother with her three welps, 
and believe herſelf the mother of then, The old 
queen ordered Feintiſa to take the four children 
and ſtrangle them, and after that bury them care- 
fully, that ſhe might not be diſcovered : but juſt as 
ſhe. was going to execute that fatal commiſſion, 
and had the cord about their necks, ſhe looked 
ſome time earneſtly upon them, and ſeeing the 
ſtars in their foreheads, which ſhe thinking might 
portend ſomething extraordinary, ſhe durſt not lay 
criminal hands upon them, but put them in their 
cradle aboard a little boat, and with ſome jewels 
committed them to the mercy of the feas, The 
boat was ſoon forced from the ſhore by the wind, 
which at that time was very boiſterous, and was 
got preſently out of ſight: the waves ſwelled as 
high as mountains, the ſun was darkened by thick 
clouds, and the air was rent by violent claps of 
thunder, attended with great lightnings, inſo- 
much that Feintiſa doubted not in the leaſt but 
that the boat was caſt away, and theſe infants, 
periſhed ; at which ſhe conceived no ſmall joy, 
ſhe having had all along a dread, leſt ſomething 
ſhould happen in their favour, | 
The king, whoſe thoughts were always on his 
dear ſpouſe, and the condition he left her in, ha- 
ving concluded a truce for fome time returned 
with all ſpeed home, and arrived about twelve 
hours after ber delivery, The queen mother _ 
My 
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him, and with a compoſed air: full of grief, held 


him a long time in her arms, wetting his face 
with her tears, and ſeeming as if her ſorrows pre- 
vented her ſpeech. The ting, all trembling, durſt 
not aſk her what had happened, for he doubted 
not but it was ſome very great misfortune. But 
at laſt, ſhe making as if ſhe uſed ſome great effort 
on herſelf, told him that his queen was brought to 
bed of three welps, which Feintiſa immediately 
preſented to him; and Lucina, falling on her 
knees, begged of him not to put her ſiſter to 
death, but to ſend her back to her mother ; which 
ſhe ſaid, ſhe ſhould take as a great favour. The 
king was fo ſtruck and confounded, that he could 
hardly breathe, and looking on the welps, and 
obſerving with ſurpriſe, the ſtar on their fore- 
heads, and the white rings about their necks, he 
fell into a ſwoon, and revolving a thouſand things 
in his imagination could not reſolve on any, till 
the queen-mother preſſed him fo much, that he 
pronounced his innocent queen's bariſhment : who 
was that minute put into a litter with her welps, 
and ſent to her mother's where ſhe arrived al- 
moſt dead. | | 

But heaven looked with a more favourable eye 
on the boat the three princes and the princeſs 
were in: for the fairy who protected them, rained 
milk in their mouths, and preſerved them in this 
ſudden and terrible ſtorm : they floated ſeven 
nights and days, and where met out at main ſea 
by a corſair, the captain of which ſeeing the 
ſtars on their foreheads, tho' at a great diſtance, 


thought the boat was full of jewels, which he 


found to be true in the end. But what touched 
him moſt was the beauty of theſe four charming 
children, the defire of preſerving which made him 
turn back again to give them to his wife, who 


never had any, and was very deſirous of _ 
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She for her part was frightened to ſee him return 
ſo ſoon, he uſed to ſtay out a long time, but was 


_ overjoyed when he put fo valuable a treaſure into 
| her hands. They both wondered at the ſtar, the 


chain of gold which could not be taken from off 
their necks, and their fine hair ; but what increaſ- 
ed it the more, was, when the good woman came 
to comb them there fell out diamonds, rubies, 
emeralds, and pearls, of ſeveral ſizes, ſome where- 
of were very large and beautiful, The huſband 
ſeeing this told his wife he was weary of the 
ſeas, and that if thoſe children continued to be- 
ſtow ſuch treaſures, he would go no more, but 
migl.t ſtay at home and live as well as the greateſt 
captains, they had; at which reſolution of her 
huſband, the wife whoſe name was Corſina, was 
overjoyed, and grew. every day fonder of theſe 


- children. The princeſs ſhe called Fair-Star, the 


elder brother Bright-Sun, the fecond ſon Felix, and 
the princeſs's ſon Chery, who was much more beau- 
tiful than the others, for all he had neither'a ſtar 
nor chain, and was beſt beloved by Corſina. She, 
as ſhe could not bring them all up herſelf, without 
the aſſiſtance of a nurſe, deſired her huſband, who 
was a great lover of hunting, to take ſome young 
fawns; which he, as they lived nigh a large fo- 
reſt, did accordingly. Corſina, when ſhe had them, 
expoſed them to the wind, and the hinds ſmel- 
ling them, came preſently to ſuckle them : when 
Corſina in their ſtead, put the children, with 
whom their milk agreed very well, Thus twice 
every day there came four of them together to 
ſuckle the princes and the princeſs. In this man- 
ner they were brought up in their infancy : the 
corfair and his wife loved them ſo paſſionately, 
that they were all their care. He was a man who 
had been well educated; and being a corſair was 
more owing to his ill fortune, than any inclina- 

: | tion ; 
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tion; he married Corſina from the fervice of a 
princeſs, where her genius and manners had been 
happily cultivated : ſhe knew how to live, and tho 
it was in a kind of deſert they then inhabited, 
where they ſubſiſted upon what they got by rob- 
bing on the ſeas, yet ſhe had not forgot the ways 
and manners of the world: they were glad they 


were no longer obliged to be expoſed to all the 


dangers of the ſeas, but were rich enough with- 
out; for every three days ſhe combed out of the 
hair of the princeſs and her two brothers a great 


many conſiderable jewels; which Corſina ſold at 


the nigheſt town, aud bought them therewith all 
manner of neceſſaries. 

After the firſt years of their infancy, the cor- 
fair applied himſelf ſeriouſly to cultivate the na- 
tural parts, with which heaven had ſo largely en- 
dowed them. And he made no doubt, but that 
lome great myſteries were concealed in their birth, 
on his finding them as he did; therefore he re- 
{olved to make the gods an acknowledgement for 
this preſent, by his extraordinary care of their 
education: infomuch, that aſter having enlarged 
his houſe, he hired maſters to inſtruct them in all 
manner of learning and qualifications, who were 
lurpriſed at the great genius of their pupils. 
The corſair and his wife never divulged this ad- 
venture, but the children paſſed for their own, tho” 
in all their actions they plainly ſbpewed they were 
of more illuſtrious blood. There was a ftrict u- 
nity among them, and a natural politeneis; but 


the prince Chery's ſentiments for the princeſs 


Fair-Star, were more paſſionate than the other two: 
for when ſhe deſired any thing, he was ever moſt 
earneſt to obtain it, and was never from her, 
When ſhe went a hunting, he would go tov; but 
if ſhe ſtayed at home he never failed of an excuſe: 


and Bright-ſun and Felix, her own brothers, always 
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ſpoke to her with leſs reſpect; all which paſſed not 
unobſerved by her. As they grew up, their mu- 
Tual tenderneſs increaſed, and they lived with all 
maginable pleafure and ſatisſaction. Dear bro- 
ther, ſaid Fair Star to him one day) if my ; 
* withes could make you happy, you ſhould be | 
* cne of the greateſt monarchs upon earth.“ Alas! 
©: {iſter (replied he) envy - me not the bleſſing I i 
enjoy, in being nigh you: one moment of which 
'« time ] preſer to all the grandure you can wiſh 0 
% me.“ Ik ſhe ſaid the ſame things to her other | 
two brothers, they only thanked her in a careleſs ( 
manner, and ſaid no more, t 
When {ke was alone, ſhe examined into the dif- ˖ 


1 ference of love, and found her heart to be ſome- 0 
bl what diſpoſed like theirs ; for tho Bright: Sun and 5 
68 Felix were both dear to her, ſhe could not with to = 
4 live with them all her life; but for Chery, the b 
4 was all in tears at the leaſt thought of his father's Ic 
ſending him to ſea or into the army. It was thus £. 
love, d iſguiſed under the ſpecious name of an ex- a 
cellent nature, graſted itfelt into theſe young hearts. 5 
But from fourteen years of age, Fair- Star begun to de 


reproach herſelf with not loving her brothers all 


alike, but imagined the reaſon proceeded from 5 
the cares and careſſes of Chery, whom ſhe forbid 1 
from end-avouring to endear himſelf any more; 

telling him, that he had found out the way but too Pr 
agreeably, and had made too great a difference 8 
between them. He, overjoyed to hear her ſpeak in 25 
this manner, inſtead of abating his paſſion, rather Ss 
permitted it to increaſe, and every day evidenced . 
ſome new piece of gallantry. They knew not 85 
yet how far their tenderneſs might proceed, and p 
indeed not the nature of it; till one day, ſome new Pri 
bocks being brought to Fair-Star, the firſt ſhe laid ſtat 
ter hand on, was a ſtory of two young lovers, * 


whoſe paſſion began when they thought themſelves 
brother vhi 


EE 


„ 


—5 


n R- 


; + TJ; 
= UG 


Prixczss Fain-Srar & Prince CHAT. 243 


brother and ſiſter, but being known by their pa- 
rents were married together after a great many 
difficulties: and as Chery read with great juſtneſs, 
and a fine accent, ſhe deſired him to read it to 
ber, while ſhe made an end of a piece of lace, 
which ſhe intended to finiſh, | 

It was with no ſmall concern that he read this 
adventure, eſpecially when he faw ſo naked a 
defcription of his own ſentiments; and Fair-Star 
was no leſs ſurpriſed, for it ſeemed as if the author 
had known all that paſſed in her ſoul: the more 
Chery read, the more he was affected; and ſhe, 
tho' ſhe endeavoured all ſhe could, was not able 
to hinder the tears from guſhing out from her eyes. 
Chery, on hi; part, made uleleſs endeavours to 


conceal his trouble ; he firſt turned pale, and then 


red, and faltered in his ſpeech: and thus were they 
both in great agonies. Ah! ſiſter (cried he, 
looking melancholy at her, and letting the book 
fall out of his hand) how happy was Hippolito, 
* that he was not brother to Julia?“ We ſhall not 
have the like ſatisfaction (anſwered ſhe) tho' we 
deſerve it as much.“ The words were no ſooner 
out of her mouth, but ſhe knew ſhe had ſaid too 
much, and became confuſed ; which was the only 
thing, if any there was, that could comfort the 
prince. From that time they both fell into a deep 
melancholy, without explaining themſelves any 
farther, though both penetrated into what paſſed 
in each other's ſoul ; and both ſtrove to conceal 
a ſecret from the world which they would have 
been glad to have been ignorant of themſelves. 
But as it is natural for us to flatter ourſelves, the 
princeſs pleaſed herſelf, that Chery had not 2 
ſtar nor chain of gold, &c. f 

One day the three princes being gone a hun- 
ting, Fair-Star went up into a little dark cloſet, 
which ſhe loved to fit and think in, the which was 

| | M 2 ſeparated 
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ſeparated only by a thin partition from Corſina's 
chamber, where {he heard her (thinking Fair-Star was 
gone a walking) ſay to the Corſair, It is now time 
to think of marrying Fair-Star; if we knew who 
{ſhe was, we ſhould endeavour to marry her ſui- 
table to her rank: or if we ſhould believe that 
"theſe, who paſs for her brothers, were not fo, 
we might beſtow her on one of them; for where 
can we find one more deſerving of her? When I 
found them, (ſaid the corſair) I ſaw nothing that 
could inform me of their birth: but knew by the 
jewels that were faſtened to their cradles, that 
they were no mean perſons; and what is more 
ſingular, you know they ſeemed all of an age, 
and four are too many for one birth.“ I ſuſpect- 
ed ſo (ſaid Corlina) that Chery is not their bro- 
ther, for he has neither a ſtar nor collar,” That 
is true (replied the hutband) but jewels fall out 
of his hair as well as the others: yet aſter all the 
riches we have amaſſed together by them, I could 
wiſh to know, whoſe they are.“ That we muſt 
leave to the gods (ſaid Corſina) who gavethem us, 
* and when they ſhall think fit, will let us know.” 
Fair-Star liſtened attentively to their diſcourſe, 
and could not expreſs her joy, that the might hope 
ſhe. was born of illuſtrious parents, tho' ſhe had 
never failed any ways in reſpect to thoſe ſhe 
thought to be hers: and yet was not over well 
pleaſed at her being a corſair's child. But what 
flattered her imagination mofl, was to think that 
Chery was not her brother ; which thought made 
her impatient to ſee him, to tell him of this ex- 
traordinary adventue. Hereupon ſhe went and 
took horſe, and followed them by the ſound of the 
horn, Chery, 2s ſoon as he ſaw her, came to meet 
her before the other two. How agreeable a ſur- 
* priſe is this, Fair-Star, (ſaid he) to ſee you a 
hunting, who are never to be drawn away from 

your 
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muſic and other amuſements?” ] have ſo many 
things to tell you (replied ſhe) that I came to 
* ſeek you to talk in private with you,” Alas! 
* ſiſter (ſaid he ſighing) what is it you would have 
* with me to day, for it isa long time ſince you 


have taken any notice of me?” At this ſhe bluſh- 


ed, caſt down her eyes, and remained ſometime 


thoughtful, without ever returning any anſwer, 


At laſt, when her two brothers came to them, ſhe, 
like one awakened out of a lethargy, jumped from 
off her horſe, and went, followed by them, to a 
little hillock, furrounded by ſhady trees ; where ſhe 
ſaid to them, {it down here, I will tell you what 
I haye heard.“ And accordingly ſhe told them 
word for word the corfair's and his wife's dit- 
courſe, and that they were not their children, 
Nothing can be faid to expreſs the ſurpriſe of the 
three princes : they debated among themſelves 
what they had belt do: one was for going without 
ſaying any thing; another was not for going at all; 
and a third was for going and acquainting them 
with it. he firſt maintained his was the ſureſt 
way, becauſe the advantage they made of them 
would induce them to keep them; the ſecond ſaid, 
it was not proper to leave them, unleſs they had 
ſomewhere to go, where they might be well receiv- 
ed, for that he could not bear the thoughts of be- 
ing called wanderers: the third alledged the ingra- 
titude of leaving them without their conſent ; 
that it was folly to ſtay any longer with them in 
a deſert part of the world, where they could never 
learn who they were, and tnat therefore the only 
way was to tell them of their deſign, and get 
their conſent: this opinion at laſt prevailing, 
they all took horie again, and returned hoine to 
the corlair, | 

Chery's heart was Hattered with all that hope 
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lover; his love made him gueſs at what was to 


come: he no longer;looked upon himſelf as brother 
to Fair-Star, and his conſtrained paſſion taking. 
wing a little, permitted a thouſand ideas that 
charmed him. They addreſſed themſelves to the 
corſair and his wife with a viſible joy, and yet 
unealineſs in their faces: we come not (ſaid 
Bright-Sun) to deny the friendſhip, gratitude, 


and reſpect we owe you, though we are informed 


how you ſound us on the ſea, and that you are 
not our father and mother. The piety with 
which you ſaved us, the noble education you 
have given us, and the care and bounty you 
have thewn, are ſuch indiſpenſable ties, that no- 
thing in this world can free us from. We are 
come now to renew our lincere thanks, and 
to beg of you to relate to us ſo rare an event, and 
to adviſe us, that guided by your wiſe counſels, 
we may have nothing to reproach ourſelves with- 


Turpriſcd, that a thing which they had concealed 
with ſo much care, ſhould be diſcovered. * You 
* are too well informed (ſaid they) and we can no 
* longer hide from you, that you are not our 
children, and that fortune alone put you into our 


hands. We have no knowledge of your birth, 


but by the jewels that were found in your cra- 
cles, gueſs your parents to be people of qua- 
lity, or very rich. What can we adviſe you 
more? if you conſult the friendſhip we have 


with us, and comfort us in our old age by your 


we will remove where you ſhall think fit, provid- 
ed it be not to court, which a long experience 
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if you knew but the continual trouble and care, 
| the 


al,” The corſair and his wife were very much 


for you, you will, without doubt, ſtay here 


preſence, If you donot like this houſe or abode, 


has made us diſreliſn; and will make you too, 
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the diſguiſes and diſſimulations, the envy and 


* ſtrife, and falſe happineſs, and all the miſchieſs 


* attending there; I could tell you more, but that 


you may think my counſel too much intereſted, 
* which they really are not my dear children: we 
only delire to detain you in this peaceable tre- 
* treat: yet you are your own maſters, to go when 
s you will. Confider, now you are in the haven, 
* and are going to fail in a boiſterous ſea; the 
trouble exceeds the pleaſure: the courſe of 
man's life is limited, and often times is cut ſhort 
dy one half; the grandeurs of this world are like 
* falſe ſtones; the moſt ſolid happineſs is to know 
© how to ſet bounds to our deſires, to be wiſe 
and live in a perfect tranquillity. 

The corſair had not made an end of theſe da 
remonſtrances ſo ſoon, but that he was interrupted 
by prince Felix: * we have too great a delire, dear 
s births; to live buried here in a deſert, the 
morals you have laid down are excellent, and I 
with we were able to follow them; but I know 
not what fatality guides us; let us fulfil our de- 
ſtiny, we will come and ſee you again, and give 
you an account of our adventures.“ At theſe 
words the corſair and his wife burſt out in tears; 
the princes very much relented, and particularly 
Fair-Star, who was of a ſweet diſpoſition, and 
would never have thought of going away had ſhe 


but Chery to ſtay with her. After this reſolution, 


8 
8 
8 
$- 
6 


their thoughts were wholly bent upon their equi- 


page and their embarkation; for they hoped when 


at ſea, to get ſome light of what they wanted to 


know. They put four horſes aboard : and after 
having combed their heads to give Corſina as many 
jewels as poſſible they could, they delired her in ex- 
change to give them the chain, of diamonds that 
ſhe found in their cradle; ſhe went immediately 


M 4 and 


Cal 


father (ſaid he) to make ſome diſcoveries of our 
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and fetched them out of her cloſet, where ſhe kept 
them ſafe, and tied them all upon Fair-Star, whom 
the embraced with all motherly affection, wetting 
her face with her tears. 

Never was 2ny ſeparation more melancholy : 
the corſair and his wife were ready to die with 


grief. But their ſorrows proceeded not from in- 


tereſt: they had already amaſſed too much riches 
to deſire any more, In ſhort Bright-Sun, Felix, 


Chery and Fair-Star went aboard a veſſel which 


the corſair had fitted out with all magnificence, 
and fine paintings, of the ſtories of Cleopatra and 
Mark Anthonv, and all the attendants on Venus. 
The courſe they ſteered was to the ſame degrees 
of latitude where the corſair found them, and pre- 
pared a great ſacrifice for the gods and fairies to 
obtain their protection, and guide them to the 
place of their birth. They took a turtle dove, and 
were going to ſacrifice it; but that the compaſſion- 
ate princeſs thought it ſo beautiful, that ſhe ſaved 
its liſe, and let it fly, ſaying, go thou pretty bird 
* of Venus, if I ſhould ever want thy aſſiſtance re- 
* meniber what I have done for thee,” Away 
went the bird, and when the ſacrifice was over, 
there was heard ſuch a charming concert of muſic, 
that all nature ſeemed to keep a profound filence 
to liſteu tv it; the ſeas were calm, and the wind 
only brenthed gentle zephyrs, which only difor- 
dered the princeſs's vail and hair: and a lyren a- 
roſe out of the water and ſung, while the prin- 
ceſs and her brothers admired her. Aﬀter ſome 
airs, ſhe turned herſelf towards them, and ſaid, 
be not uneaſy, let your veſſel drive before the 
* wind; and where it ſtops, there diſembark; and 
$ let thoſe who love, love ſtill, 

Fair-Star and Chery were ſenſible of an extraordi- 
nary joy at theſe words of the ſyren's ; never dif- 
puting but that they related to them; and by ſigns 

gave 
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gave each other. to underſtand as much, without 
Bright Sun and Felix perceiving them in the leaſt, 
The ſhip ſailed at the pleaſure of the winds and 
ſea ; they had nothing extraordinary happened in 
their voyage, and the weather was all the time 
very fine, and the ſea calm; they were full three 
months out at ſea, during which time the amo- 
rous prince had a great deal of converſation with 
his beloved princeſs, and one day among others, 


{aid to her; How flattering are my hopes charm- 


* ing Fair-:tar! I am no longer your brother: 
© This heart, which again acknowledges your 
© power, and ever ſhall, was never framed to be 
* guilty. of ſuch a crime; for a crime it would be 
to love you as I do, if you was my ſiſter: But 
the charitable Syren has confirmed what I always 
ſuſpected. Ah! brother (replied ſhe) truſt not 
* ſo much to a thing which is yet ſo dark, that we 


cannot penetrate into it. What will become of 
us, if we ſhould irritate the gods againſt us, by 


* ſentiments that may not be pleaſing to them e 
The Syren has explained herſelf ſo little, that we 
* muſt be very fond of gueſſing at riddles, to apply 
* what ſhe ſaid to ourſelves.” *Ah, cruel maid, 
* {aid the afflicted prince, your refuſal proceeds 
more from averſion to me, than reſpect to the 
gods.“ Fair-Star made no reply, but raiſing her 
eyes up to heaven, fetched a deep ſigh which he 
explained in his favour. 

The days were then very long and hot; towards 
the evening the princeſs and her brothers went 
upon the deck, to ſee the ſun repoſe himſelf in 
the breaſt of his beloved Thetis; and taking their 
inſtruments, began a very agreeable concert. In 
the mean time, a freſh gale of wind ariſing, they 
ſoon. doubled a point, which concealed from their 


eyes a beautiful city, the proſpect of which ama- 


zed and pleaſed our lovely youths ſo much, that 
M 5 they 
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they wiſhed their veſſel might enter the port ; but 
doubted leſt there ſhould not be roem, there being 
ſo many in before them, that the maſts looked like 
a floating foreſt, Their deſires were accompliſhed ; 
the ſhores were preſently crouded to ſee the mag- 
nificence of the {hip, which was no ways inferior 
for beauty to that ſent by the Argonauts to fetch 
the golden fleece, All that ſaw the ſtars on the 
princes, were filled with admiration; and ſome ray 
to inform the king of it, who as he could not be- 
lieve it, and as the large terraſs belonging to his 
palace looked to the ſea, he came preſently and 
law the Princes Bright-Sun and Chery, taking the 
princeſs -in their arms, and carrying her aſhore; 
and after that unſhipping their horſes, the richneſs 
of whoſe accoutrements were anſwerable to the reſt, 
That Bright-Sun was mounted on, was as black as 
jet: Felix's was grey, Chery's pure white, and the 
princeſs's an elegant cream colour, which four horſes 
carried themſelves ſo handſomely, and curvetted 
ſo fine, that the king very much admired them, 
The princes, hearing the people ſay, there is the 
king, there is the king, lifting up their eyes, be- 
held in him an air of ſo much majeſty, that they 
no longer diſputed but it was true; and paſſing by 
him, made him each a low bow, fixing their eyes 
on him all the time: while he looking no leſs ear- 
neſtly upon them, was charmed with the incompa- 
rable beauty of the princeſs, and the good mein of 
the three princes, He ſent the firſt gentleman of 
his bed chamber to offer them his protection, and 
whatever they ſhould want, they being perfect 
ſtrangers. They accepted of the honour the King 
did them, with a great deal of reſpect and ac- 
knowledgment, and told them that they only want- 
ed an houle where they might live private; and that 
they ſhould be glad if they could be two or three 
miles from the city, becauſe they took yus 5 
5 ight 
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light in walking. He accordingly did as they de-- 


fired, and lodged them and their train commodi- 
cully. The king, whoſe thoughts were full of what 
he had ſeen, went immediately into the queen- 
raqther's apartment, and told her what he had 
been ſeeing, and how much he admired the youths 
and the young lady, At this news ſhe ſtood as it 
were thunder-ſtruck; but recovering herſelf, aſked 
in a careleſs manner, of what age they might be, 
and he anſwering about fifteen or ſixteen, her un- 
eaſineſs increaſed: and ſhe apprehended with fear 
that Feintiſa had betrayed her; while the king walks 
ed about the room in ſome paſſion: and concern, 
often ſaying, How happy muſt that father be, 
* who is bleſt with ſuch an offspring! and how 
© miſerable am I to be a king, and father to three 
* whelps, and have no heirs to my crown.” | 
The old queen heard theſe words with a deadly 
dread ; the ſtars and the nearneſs of their age, 
with the princes and their ſiſter, gave her great 
ſuſpicions that Feintiſa, inſtead of making away 
with the king's children, had preſerved them, But 
as ſhe was a woman who had a great command 
over herielf, ſhe diſcovered not in the leaſt what 
agitated her ſoul; and would not ſend that day ta 
inform herſelf of what ſhe defired ſo much to know: 
but the next day ſent her ſecretary, under pretext 
of giving ſome orders for their entertainment, to 
examine and inquire into what was ſo neceſſary to 
her repoſe, The ſecretary went early the next 
morning, and arrived juſt as the princeſs was ſet 
down to her toilet, and was combing her hair, 
which hung down in fine ring lets below her waiſt, 
which was hung round with baſkets to catch the 
jewels ſhe combed out: her ſtar ſhined ſo bright 
that it dazzled him, and the chain of gold about 
her neck ſeemed no leſs extraordinary than the dia- 
monds, &c. rolling down from the top of her head. 
| M6 The. 
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The ſecretary could hardly believe his eyes; when 
the princeſs making choice of a large pearl, ſuch as 
the king of Spain eſteemed ſo much by the name of 
Peregrina, or the pilgrim, as it came from a tra- 
veller, ſhe deſired him to accept of it, that there- 
by he might remember her. He, confounded by ſo 
much liberality, took his leave of her, and went 
to pay his reſpects to the three princes, with whom 
he ſtayed ſome time, to inform himſelf of what his 
miſtreſs deſired ſo much to know; and after that 
returned back to the queen, with an account that 
confirmed what ſhe ſo much feared. He told her 
Chery had no ſtar, but that diamonds, &c. fell out 
of his hair; and that in his opinion he was the 
handſomeſt; that they were come a great way off: 
and that their father and mother had prefixed a 
time for them to finiſh their travels in. 

This article put the queen a little to a ſtand, 
and ſhe imagined ſometimes that they were not the 
king's children. Thus ſhe wavered between hope 
and ſear; when the king hunting one day by their 
houſe, the gentlemen of his bed-chamber told him 
as they paſt by, that it was there the princeſs and 
her brothers lived. The queen has adviſed me, 
* (replied the king) not to ſee them, fearing leit 
* they may have come from ſome place where the 
* plague rages, and may bring ſome infection with 
them.“ Indeed (replied the gentlemen) it is 
very dangerous; but I believe there is more to be 
« feared from the eyes of this young Stranger, than 
any infection of the air.” Jam of your opin- 
ion,” (laid the king) and ſpurring his horſe went 
torward; when preſently hearing a found of in- 
ſtruments, he ſtopped at the hall windows, which 
were opened; and after having admired the ſweet- 
neſs of this ſymphony, went on. The noiſe the 
horſes made, engaged the princes to look out; 
who, when they ſaw the king, ſaluted him very 

| reſpect 
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reſpectfully, and made all haſte to come out; then 

accoſting him with a gay countenance and much 
 fubmiſlion, they embraced his knees, and the 
princeſs kiſſed tis hand, The king careſſed them 
with a pleaſing ſatisfaction, and found his heart 
ſo touched, that he could not gueſs at the cauſe, 
He bid them not fail of coming to court, telling 
them he {ſhould be very glad to lee them there, and 
that he would preſent them to his mother. They 
thanked him for the honour he did them, and af- 
ſured him, that as ſoon as their clothes and eqt- 
pages were got ready, they would make their ap- 
peatance there. After this the king left them to 
purſue his game, and ſent them one half of what 
he killed, and carried the other with him to the 
queen his mother; who ſaid to him, How comes 
this about? you uſed to kill three times as much 
* as this.” Indeed (replied the king) J have re- 
* galed the beautiful ſtrangers with ſome; and I 
have ſo ſtrong a fancy for them, that were you 
not ſo much afraid of ſome contagion, I would 
lodge them in the palace.” 

The old queen very much vexed, accuſed him of 
want of reſpect to her, and reproached him for ex- 
poling himſelf ſo raibly; and when he was gone, 
ient for Feintiſa into her cloſet, and catching hold 
of her hair with one hand, and clapping a poi- 
nard to her throat with the other, ſaid, I know 
© not, baſe wretch, what remains of kindneſs hin- 
ders my ſacrificing thee to my juſt reſentment ; 
thou haſt betrayed me, and haſt not killed the 
four children I put in thy hands for that purpoſe : 
Own thy crime, and perhaps I may forgive 
« thee.” Feintiſa, half dead with fear, caſt herſelf 
at her feet and told ber all ſhe had done; that 
ihe thought it impoſſible that they ſhould be alive, 
becauſe there aroſe juſt then ſuch a terrible tem- 
peſt, that in all probability they muſt be caſt a- 
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way; adding, that if ſhe would but give her time, 
ſhe would find out a way to deſtroy them one 
after another, without the leaſt ſuſpicion, The 
queen, whom nothing but the promife of their 
death could appeaſe, bid her to loſe no time; and 
indeed Feintiſa, who ſaw her life in great danger, 
neglected nothing that lay in her power: She 
watched the time when the princes were gone out 

a hunting, and carrying a guitar under her arm, 
went and ſet over againſt the princeſs's window, 
and ſung theſe words, 
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Happy they, the uſe who know 
Ot bleſſings the kind gods beſtow; 
Beauty fades, 
Age invades, 
And blights the faireſt flower; 
Joo great's the grief, 
When paſt relief, 
And charms have loſt their power ;: 
Then to our coſt, 
We find we've loſt, 
And miſs'd the lucky hour. 
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Fair ones beware, your charms improve, 
While in your bloom, and fit for love; 
Beauty fades, 
Age invades, 
And blights the ſaireſt flower; 
Too great's the grief, 
When paſt relief, 
And charms have loſt their power: 
Then to your coſt, 
You'll find you've loſt, 
And miſs'd the lucky hour. 


Fair-Star liking the words, came into her bal- 


eony to ſee who the perſon was that ſung them, and 
Feintiſa 


Parncess Fain-STar & Prince Cueny 255 


Feintiſa appearing in a dreſs ſuitable to her deſign, 
made her a very low courteſy.. The princeſs, as 
ſhe was gay, returning the falute, aſked her if 
thoſe words were made upon herſelf. * Yes, charm- 

ing lady, they were (replied Feintiſa) but that 
© they may never be applied to you, I am come 
to give you ſome good advice, which you ought 

not to neglect.. What is that (ſaid Fair-Star) 
Let me come into your chamber, and I will tell 

you (replied the other) Come up then, (ſaid the 
princeſs) And immediately thereupon, the old 
woman roſe up, and came into her chamber, with: 
a courtly air, which when once attained, is not 
eaſily laid aſide. Dear lady (ſaid ſhe, without 
loſing any time, for ſhe was afraid of being in- 
* terrupted) heaven has formed you charming and 

lovely, you are adorned with a bright ſtar upon 
© your forehead, and ſeveral wonders are reported 
of you: but you want one thing that is eſſenti- 
ally neceſſary ; and if you have it not, I pity 
* you.” And what is that (replied ſhe) the 
dancing water (added the wicked Feintiſa) if I 
© had had it in my youth, you ſhould not have 
6 ſeen a grey hair in my head, nor a wrinkle in 
my brow. I ſhould have had now the moſt charm- 
ing ſet of white teeth: but alas! it was too late 
* when I knew this ſecret; my charms were de- 
*cayed before, Profit by my misfortune, dear 
child, it will be ſome comfort to me; for I have 
© a tenderneſs for you.“ But where ſhall I get 
this dancing-water (replied Fair-Star,) In the 
Burning Foreſt (ſaid Feintiſa.) You have three 
* brothers, do none of them love you well enough 
* to go and fetch it for you? $ My brothers (ſaid 
* the princeſs) love me tenderly ; and 1 am ſure 
© there is one of them will refuſe me nothing: and 
] will certainly, if this water does what you ſay, 
give you a recompenſe ſuitable (o your _— 
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The perfidious Feintiſa retired in haſte, overjoyed 
that ſhe had ſucceeded ſo well, telling Fair-Star, 
ſhe would be ſure to come and ſee her again. 
When the princes came from hunting, one 
brought a boar, another a hare, and the third a 
ſtag, and laid them at their fiſter's feet ; which 
homage ſhe looked upon with diſdain : Her 
thoughts were ſo much empl#yed on the advice 
Feintiſa had given, that ſhe ſeemed unealy ; and 
Chery, whoſe whole ſtudy was to obſerve her hu- 
mour and motions, was not long before he obſerv- 
ed it. What is the matter, my dear Star (ſaid he) 
perhaps you like not the country where we are; if 
* ſo we will go away immediately; perhaps you 
are not pleaſed with our equipage, it is not fine 
enough: ſpeak, and tell mie, that I may have the 
* pleaſure of obeying you hrſt.” * The confidence 
* which you give me (faid ſhe) to tell you what 
paſſes in my mind, engages me to declare to you, 
that I cannot live without the dancing water 
* which is in the burning-ſoreſt; had I that, I 
need not fear any thing from the power of 
time.“ Trouble not yourſelf, my lovely Star 
© (added he) I will go and fetch it you, or let you 
* know by my death, that it is impoſſible to have 
© it.” No (faid ihe) I would rather renounce all 
© advantages of beauty, and be horribly frightful 
than hazard a life ſo dear. I conjure you never 
to think any more of this water; and, if I have 
© any power over you, I forbid you.” The prince 
feemed to obey, but as ſoon as he ſaw her engaged 
and buſy, he mounted his white horſe, and furniſh- 
ed his pockets plentifully with money; and for 
jewels his head ſupplied him ſufficiently. He took 
no attendants with him, that he might be more 
at kis own liberty : and that if any dangerous ad- 
venture preſented, he might not be troubled with 
the remonſtrances of an oyer-zealous and timorous 
ſervant, 


When 
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When ſupper-time came, and the princeſs ſaw 
not her brother Chery, ſhe was ſo much troubled 
that ſhe could neither eat nor drink, but ordered 
the ſervants to ſearch every where för him. The 
other two princes, who knew nothing of the dan- 
cing-water, told her ſhe was too uneaſy, and that 
he could not be far off: that ſhe knew he loved re- 
tirement ſometimes, to indulge his thoughts, and 


that without doubt, he was amuſing himſelf in a 


little wood that was hard by, This made her eaſy 
for ſome time, but then again ſhe loſt all patience, 
and told her brothers crying, that ſhe was the 


cauſe of his abſence, by expreſſing a dekfare to 


have ſome of the dancing-water in the burning 
foreſt, and that without doubr he was gone chither, 
At this news, they reſolved to fend after him, and 
ſhe charged the meſſengers to tell him, that ſhe 
conjured him to come back. In the mean time, 


Feintiſa, who was not without her ſpies to know 


the effects of her advice, when ſhe learnt that 


Chery was gone, was overjoyed : not doubting in 


the leaſt, but he would make more haſte than thoſe 
that followed - him, and that ſome miſchief would 
befal him. Big with theſe hopes, ſhe ran to the 
queen mother, to give her an account of all that 
had paſt; telling her that ſhe no longer diſputed, 
but that they were the three princes and their ſiſ- 
ter, lince they had ſtars on their foreheads, and 


golden chains about their necks, and that ſhe had 


ſeen the princeſs dreſſed in the ſame diamonds ſhe 
put into her cradle, though they were not nigh 
ſo valuable as ſome that dropped out of her Hair ; 
inſomuch that ſhe was aſſured of their being re- 
turned, notwithſtanding the care ſhe thought ſhe 
had taken to prevent it. But, madam (ſaid ſhe) 
as the only means left me to repair this fault 
* of mine, is to rid you of them, give me but time, 
4 and I will effectually do it: there's one of the 


6 princes | 
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Princes gone already to fetch the dancing- water, 
© who undoubtedly will periſh in the attempt; and 
© I ſhall form ſchemes enough for the reſt.” * We 
6 ſhall ſee (ſaid the Queen) whether the ſucceſs an- 
«- ſwers your expectation, which is the only thing 
that ſhall {kreen you from my juſt rage.” Upon 
this Feintiſa retired, not a little alarmed, devi- 
fing with herſelf how to profecute her undertak- 
Ing. 

The contrivance of the prince Chery's deſtruc- 
tion was one of the moſt certain, for the dancing- 
water was not eaſily to be got; the reports of the 
misfortunes that attended all thoſe who had gone 


for it, had made the way known almoſt to every 


body. The prince never ſpared his white nag, 
who went at an incredible ſwiftneſs, ſo willing was 
he to return ſoon to Fair Star, to give her all the 
fatisfaction ſhe could promiſe herſelf from his jour- 
ney. He was eight days and nights without tak- 
ing any repoſe, but what he got under a tree in 
a wood or foreſt, while his horſe was grazing ; 
and lived on what fruits he found on the trees. 
The ninth day he found himſelf very much incom- 
moded by the exceſſive heat of the air, and not 
knowing what cauſe to attribate it to, fince he was 
certain it was not the ſun, when he gained the 
top of the hill, he perceived the burning forett ; 
where the trees were always in flames, without 
ever conſuming ; which caſt ſuch a heat, that all 
the country about was a dry deſart. In this fo- 
reſt, the prince heard the hiſſing of adders, and 
the roaring of lions, which very much amazed 
him ; who could not believe that any thing but a 
ſalamander could live in a kind of furnace. After 
having conſidered on ſo dreadful a thing, and 


thought on what was to be done, he gave himſelf 


up for loſt; when going nearer to this great fire, 
and. being ready to die with thirſt, finding a foun- 
, 7 tails. 
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tain, he alighted from off his horſe, and ſtooping 
to take up ſome water into a golden veſſel he 
brought with him, to carry thai the princeſs de- 
fired in, he perceived a dove drowning, and tak- 
ing pity on it, ſaved it; and aiter having held it 
ſome time by the heels, and wiped its wet fea- 
thers, put it in his boſom, where the poor turtle 
recovered, * Prince Chery (ſaid it, in a ſoft tender 
voice) you never could have cbliged any crea- 
ture more full of acknowledgment than myielf ; 
This is not the firſt time I have received moſt- 
ſignal favours from your family: J am glad that 


Think not that I am ignorant of your journey, 


almoſt impoſſible to tell how many have periſhed 
here. The dancing-water is the eighth won- 
der of the world; it beautifies ladies, makes 
them young again, and enriches them; but if I 
am not your guide, you can never get to it: 
the ſource of the water falls with ſo great an 
impetuoſity into a deep abyſs: in the road is 
a blockade of trees, laid ſo cloſe, and ſo entan- 
gled by their branches and briars, that I fee no 


and be not uneaſy, I will go and take proper 
- meaſures about it.“ . 
Then the dove left him, flying backwards and 
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forwards, and taking ſeveral flights about; and to- 


wards the cloſe of the day, came and told the 
prince all was ready: who took the loving bird in 
his hand, kiſſing it, careſſed it, and thanked it; 
and after that followed it upon his white horſe. 
They had not gone many hundred yards, before 


the prince ſeeing a great number of foxes, badgers, 


moles, and other creatures that burruw ; and 
wondering how they came to be fo aſſembled toge- 
ther, the turtle told bim it was by her means, and: 


that 


I now can in zeturn, be ſerviceable to you. 


- which: you have too raſhly undertaken, ſince it is 


way but to go under ground. Reſt yourſelf here, 
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that they came to work for his ſervice. Chery, 
when he came to the mouth of the vault, pulled 
the bridle off his horſe's head, and tied it to the 
ſaddle, and turned him looks * - and then followed 
the turtle, who conducted him to the fountain, 
the falling of whoſe water made ſuch a noiſe, as 
would have deafened him, had not the turtle given 
him two of her white feathers. He was ſtrangely 
ſurpriſed to ſee the water dance with ſo much 
juſtneſs to the warblings of ſome birds, who flying 
in the air, formed a band of muſic. He filled 
his veſſel of gold, pulled two hearty draughts, 
which made him a thouſand times more beautiful 
than, he was before, and refreſhed him ſo much, 
that he was able to bear the heat of the foreſt, 
He returned the ſame way he came, and finding 
his horſe again at the cavern's mouth, mounted 
him, and taking the dove in his hand, ſaid, 
Loving turtle, I know not by what prodigy you 
have ſo much power here? what you have done 
for me demands all my gratitude? and as Li- 
; l is the greateſt of all bleſüngs, I give you 
yours, to ſhew ſome token of my good- will. 
As he ſaid theſe words, he let her go; ſhe flew 
away with as ſullen un air as if he had kept her 
againſt her will, Upon which he ſaid to himſelf, 
How fickle art thou! thou haſt more of a man 
« than a turtle in thee; the one is inconſtant the 
other not.“ To this the turtle mounting high in 
the air, ſaid, And do you know who I am!” 
Chery, amazed that the turtle ſhould anſwer 


thus to his thoughts, ſuſpeted her to be fomething 


very extraordinary, and was rry he had let her 
fly, ſaying to hbim{.1f, that ſhe might be very uſe- 


ful to him, and he might have learnt of het ſeveral 


things, that might have contributed very much to 
his repole. But then again, he conſidered with 
himſelf that he ought neyer to regret a good 

| action, 
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action, and that he was indebted to her, when he 
thought on the difficulties ſhe had ſmoothed out 
for him to get the Dancing-water. His golden 
veſſel or bottle, in which he put it, was fo cloſe 
ſtopped up, he could not ſpill one drop, nor the 
ſpirit of the water evaporate; ſo that all the way 
he entertained himſelf with the thoughts, how 
agreeably he ſhould pleaſe his Fair-Star, and the 


joy ſhe would receive, to ſee the water and him 


again: when preſently he eſpied ſeveral men on 
horſeback, gallopping at full ſpeed, who no ſooner 
perceived him, but they gave a holloo, and point- 
ed at him. Though his intrepid ſoul was ſo void 
of ſear, as not to be alarmed at any danger, yet was 
he vexed to think he ſhould be ſtopped ; he ſpurred 
on his horſe, and made boldly towards them : but 
how agreeable was his ſurpriſe, to find them to be 
his domeſtics, with a letter from the princeſs, 
charging him not to expoſe himſelf to the dangers 
of the burning foreſt! he kiſſed the writing, figh'd 
ſeveral times, and made all poſſible haſte to caſe 
her of her fears, 

When he came home, he found her fitting under 
ſome trees, abandoned to her grief; but when 


ſhe ſaw him at her feet, ſhe knew not what recep- 


tion to give him; ſhe could both chide him for 
going contrary to her orders, and thank him for 


his preſent : at laſt her tenderneſs prevailing, ſhe 


embraced her dear brother, and received him witn 
all poſſible demonſtrations of joy. The reſtleſs 
Feintiſa knew by her ſpies, that Chery was returned, 
and more beautif 1 than when he went, and that 
the princeſs, by waſhing her face with the dancing- 
water, was become exceſſive beautiful, that no 
bod, could behold her without admiration. She 
was very much amazed and vexed, for ſhe made 
account that the prince would periſh in the at- 
tempt ; but recollecting, this was no time to de- 
ſpond, 
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Ipond, but ſeeking an opportunity, when the prin. 


ceſs went to the temple of Diana unaccompanied, 


the accoſted her with an air of friendſhip, and 
faid, I congratulate you madam, on the happy 
s ſucceſs of my adviſe, your looks diſcover too 
s plainly that you have uſed the dancing-water : 
' but, if I durſt adviſe you once more, you ſhould 
© think of getting the fſinging-apple, which is as 
great an embelliſhment to the wit: would you 
« perſuade, it is but ſmelling; would you appear 
in public, make verſes, write proſe, make peo- 
ple to laugh or cry, it has all theſe virtues; and 
© beſides, {ings ſo fine, that itraviſhes all that hear 


© it,” © I will have none of it (cried the Princeſs) 


my brother had liked to have loſt his life, in 
« fetching the dancing-water, your counſel is too 
dangerous.“ What! madam (replied Feintiſa) 
* would you not be the moſt learned and witty la- 
* dy in the world? ſurely you do not think ſo.” 
* Alas ! faid Fair-Star, what would have become of 
me, if my brother had been brought back dead!” 
Then let him go no more (ſaid the old woman) 
« let the other two oblige you in their turns; this 


© enterprize is not ſo dangerous.' No matter 


for that (ſaid the princeſs) I will not expoſe them 
to it. How much I pity you (replied Feintifa) 
« to let ſo advantageous an opportunity {lip you; 
but conſider upon it: farewell, madam.” And 
then left her, very much unſatisfied with the ſuc- 
ceſs of her harrangue. Fair-Star ſtayed at the feet 
of Diana's ſtatue, conſidering what to do: ſhe loved 
her brothers, but ſo earneſtly deſired the ſinging- 
apple, that ſhe fighed and fell a crying. Bright- 
Sun coming into the temple, and ſeeing the prin- 
ceſs's face covered with her veil, becauſe the was 
aſhamed to be ſeen weeping: but he gueſſing 
ſhe was in tears, and coming up to her, conjured 


ber inſtantly to tell him why ſhe cried, But ſhe 
| up. 2 refuſed, 


. 
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refuſed, telling him ſhe could not for ſhame ; and 
the more ſhe denied, the more earneſt he was to 
know. At laſt ſhe ſaid, that the ſame old woman 
that adviſed her to ſend for the dancing-water, had 


been telling her of the {inging-apple, which was 


more wonderful; becauſe it created as much wit 
as to make a perſon poſſoſſed of it a perfect pro- 


digy, and that ſhe would almoſt give her life for 


ſuch an apple, but that ſhe ieared there was too 
much danger in going for it. You need not be 
afraid of me (replied the brother) I aflure you, 
s for I am not ſo fond as that comes to: what have 
you not wit enough already? come, come, do 
not vex yourſelf about ſuch a fooliſh ſtory.” 
Fair-Star followed him from thence home, not a 
kttle melancholy at the manner of his receiving 
the confidence ſhe repoſed in him, and the impoſ- 
ſibility of her having the ſinging- apple. When 
ſupper was fat on the table, ſhe could not eat: 
Chery, the lovely Chery obſerved it, and helped hex 
to the niceſt bits, preſſing her to taſte hereof: but 
all he could ſay proved uſeleſs, the tears came in 
her eyes, and ſhe roſe from the table. O hea- 
vens! how unealy was Chery, ignorant of what was 
the cauſe? when Bright-Sun told him, in a ſort of 
raille ry, diſobliging enough to his ſiſter, who was 
fo much piqued thereat that ſhe retired to her 
chamber, and wou'd ſee nobody all the night, 
When Bright-Sun and Felix were in bed, Chery 
mounted his white nag aguin, and without ſaying 
any thing to any one, he ſet out on his journey 
for the finging-apple, though he knew not one 
foot of the way, leaving a letter behind him, to 
be given to Fair-Star the next morning ; who when 
ſhe received it, felt all the diſquiet and torments 
conceivable upon ſuch an occaſion. She ran into 
her brother's chamber, to let them partake ſome- 
what of her grief; who preſently ſent after him 
again, 
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again, to oblige him to return, without attempt- 
ing an adventure wherein there was ſo much ha- 
zard. All this time the king, who never had 
theſe four ſtrangers out of his thoughts, as often 
as he went a hunting called upon them, and re- 
proached them for not coming to his court. 'They 
excuſed themſelves, firſt, that they had not com- 


pleated their equipage ; and then that their bro- 


ther was abſent ; aſſuring him, that upon his re- 
turn, they, aſter the leave he gave them, would pay 
their moſt humble reſpects to him. 

The prince Chery, who was too much urged on 
by his paſſion, not to make all poſſible haſte, ſome 
time after day break, found a handſome young man 
ſet under a ſhady tree, reading a book he held 
in his hand; to whom he addreſſed himſelf in a 
civil manner, and ſaid, Give me leave to inter- 
« rupt you, to aſk if you know where I may find 
the ſinging-apple.” The young man looking 
up, and ſmiling, aſked him * If he intended to obtain 
it.“ © Yes (replied the prince) if it is poſſible I will” 
Ah, fir (added the ſtranger) you know not all 
* the dangers : here is a book that ſpeaks of them, 
and the very reading of it is enough to make one 
* tremble.” No matter for that (ſaid Chery) the 
danger is not capable of diſmaying me; tell me 
only where I may find it.“ This book (conti- 
s nued the man) ſays in the deſerts of Lybia ; that 
« we may hear it ſing eight leagues off; and that 
the dragon which guards it, has already de- 
voured above five hundred thouſand people,” *I 
© ſhall make one more, (ſaid the prince ſmiling) 
and then taking his leave, ſet forward for the 
deſerts of Lybia. After ſeveral days journey, he 
liſtened if he could hear the apple, afflicting him- 
ſelf with the length of the way; when perceiving 
in the road a turtle almoſt dead, and ſeeing no 


one nigh that could have wounded it, he my 
that 
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that it might belong to Venus; and that having 
eſcaped ber court, the little archer to try his bow 
and arrows, had let fly at her: and taking pity on 
it, aligbted off his horſe, took it up and wiped its 
bloody feathers, took out of his pocket a little 
golden box of admirable ointment, and no ſooner 
applied it to the wound of the poor dove, but it 
opened its eyes, raiſed its head, ſtretched out one 
of-its wings, and then looking at the prince ſaid 
(good-morrow, Chery, you are deſtined to ſave m 
life, and I may perhaps do you no leſs ſignal ſer- 
« vices. You are come for the ſlinging-apple, the 
* enterprize is difficult, and worthy of you; for 
* it is guarded by a terrible dragon, with three heads 
and twelve feet.” Ah, my dear dove, (faid the 
prince) how overjoyed am I to ſee you again, and 
mat. a time when your aſliſtance is ſo neceſſary. 
Do not deny it me, my pretty creature, for I 
ſhould die with grief, if I ſhould return without 
the ſinging apple; and ſince that I got the danc- 
© ing water by thy means, I hope you will 
* find out ſome expedient whereby I may ſuc- 
ceed as well in this undertaking.” Follow me 
* (anſwered the dove) and I hope all will be 
well.“ 55 2 
Ihe prince let her go; and aſter following her 
all the day, arrived at a great mountain of ſand, 
into which the dove told him he muſt dig; which 
he accordingly did, ſometimes with his hand, and 
ſometimes with his ſword. After ſome hours hard 
working, he found a head-piece, breaſt-plate, and 
in ſhort, a compleat ſuit of armour for man and 
horſe, all cf glaſs. Arm yourſelf (ſaid the 
dove) and fear not the dragon; for when he 
* ſhall ſee himſelf in all theſe glaſſes, he will be 
' fo frightened, thinking his own reſemblance, in 
ſo many mirrors, to be as many monſters as 
© himſelf, that he will run away. Chery approve 
Vol. II. N | ing 
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ing this contrivance armed himſelf, and takin 
the dove in his hand, they travelled all that night, 
and at day break heard a moſt raviſhing melody ; 
and the prince aſking what it was, the dove told 
him, ſhe was perſuaded that nothing but the ſing- 
ing- apple could be ſo agreeable, for that it per- 
formed all forts of muſic, and ſeemed as if all 
manner of inſtruments were played upon, which 
made them ſtill keep advancing towards it. The 
Prince wiſhed to himſelf, it might ſing ſomething 
that might be adapted to the ſituation of his heart, 
and at that very inſtant heard theſe words: 


Tis love can conquer tho moſt rebel heart, 
Be armorous ſtill, and from her never part; 
And ſince you follow beauty's cruelty, 
Love on, purſue, and you will happy be. 


* Ah! cried he in anſwer to theſe verſes) how 
charming is this prediction! I may hope then to 
* be more happy.” To which the dove made no 
reply, for ſhe never ſpoke any thing but what was 
abſolutely neceſſary. The farther they advanced, 
the more charming the muſic ſeemed ; and whatever 
dread the prince might be in, he was ſometimes ſo 

raviſhed, that he ſtopped, almoſt inſenſible of any 
thing elſe : but the ſight of the dragon, who ap- 
.peared ſuddenly, ſoon recovered him out of this 
kind of lethargy. He had ſmelt the prince a great 
way, ff, and expected to devour him, as he hid 
done all the reſt. He come jumping along, co- 
vering tke ground as he come with a poiſonous 
froth. Out of his infernal throat there iſſued 
fire and little dragons, which he uſed inſtead of 
darts, to throw into the eyes and ears of all the 
knights-errant that came to fetch away the fing- 
ing apple. But when he ſaw his own terrible Fi- 
gure, multiplied a thouſand times in the * 
8 
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| giaſs armour, he ſtopped; and looking hard upon 
| him, bearing ſo many no leſs horrible monſters than 
| himſelf about him, was frightened, and ran away. 
| Chery perceiving the happy ſucceſs of his armour. 
purſued him to the mouth of a deep cavern, which 
he cloſed up, to prevent his returning again. After 
{ that ſearching about, he diſcovered, with admira- 


tion, the beautiful tree which was all- amber, ex- 

cept the apples, which were topazes ; but that 
7 which he ſought after with ſo much pains, and 
, great danger, was a ruby crowned with a dia- 


mond. The prince tranſported with the joy at 
having it in his power to beſtow ſo great a trea- 
ſure on his beloved Fair-Star, made haſt to break 
off the bough; and proud of his good fortune, 
mounted his horſe again, but ſaw no more of the 
dove, who, when there was no further need of her 
afſi ſtance, was flown away. In ſhort, . the prince 
y returned to his princeſs with his prize, who had ne- 
d. ver enjoyed one moment's repoſe ſince his abs 
d ſence: She continually reproached herſelf for her 
S ambition of wit, dreading Chery's death far more 
L than her own: Ah! unhappy wretch that I am 
r would ſhe often cry, ferching deep and heavy 
0 * fighs) why was 1 ſo vain glorious? Why could 
7 not | be content to ſpeak, and do things well 
= enough not to be impertinent ; Well, I am pu- 
| * niſked for my pride, if 1 loſe him I fo dearly 


» 
4 
vl 
1 
1 
9 
4 
23 
3 
2 
= 
= 
To 
_—_ 
. +3 
bY 9 
! y 
1 
biz 
"4 
: x 
7 Way | 
_ 
15 
18 
S 
2 
1 
1 
ty x) 
Y 
4 
1 
T 6B: 
4 1 
i 
T = 
's 1 
9 4 34 
17 + * 
. == 
= 
* i 3 
9 
. 
4 uy : 
1 'F 
- FL 
1 
1 9 
EY 
1 
.. q 
4 
mo. 
= 2 1 
SY "- 
0 
= 4 
fi ; 
41 : 
+22 . 
1 
= 
14 9 
* * 
£22 . 
1 
„ 
—_ 
, » 
; 1 
= 
_ 
5 42 3 
8 by 
©3s &%, 
4 bu 
Wy 
IA 
* be N 
1 1 
_ 
= 
1 
1 1 
—— FR 
ih 
ww 
9 0 
U 4 
of 
C ö "2 
= 
#4 * 
* 43Z 
: . 
0 
— 
«WM 
B 
: 
HAY 
43%? 
14 
* 
1 
: TW 
if ſe 
} Vis 
* 
. 
** 
3 
An 
2 » 
ö 4 
"7025 
I 4 my 
1 0 
* 
| je 
1 


+8] 
fo 


t loved. Alas! perhaps the gods diſpleaſed with 15 
d « the irreſiſtleſs paſſion I have for Chery, will de- . 
- prive me of him by ſome tragical end.“ No af- 1 
8 flicting tormenting thought eſcaped ber imagi- 1 

d nation, when in the middle of the night, ſhe heard 

f ſuch raviſhing muſic, that ſhe could not lie in bed, 

Ee but got up, and went to the window to hear it 

3 more plainly, not knowing what to think of it: 

i- Sometimes ſhe believed it to be Apollo and the mu- 

'S, {cs; ſometimes Venus, the graces and loves; and 


is | N. 2- all. 
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all the time the ſymphony ſeemed to come nigher, 
At laſt, it being moon light, ſhe diſcovered the 
prince; upon which ſhe retired, ſeeing a gentle- 
man and not knowing who it might be: When be 
ſtopped under her window, and the apple ſung ax 
air, the beginning of which words were, or ſome - 
thing like it. Awake ye fleeping fair.“ 

At this the curious princeſs preſently looked out, | 
and knowing her brother again, was ready to jump. 
out of the window to him. She talked ſo loud, 
that the whole family were preſently alarmed, and 
came and opened the doors; which Chery entered 
with all imaginable haſte, holding in his hand a 
branch of amber, with the wonderful] fruit upon 
zt: And as he had ſmelt on it often, his wit was 
ſo much increaſed, that nothing was comparable. 
to it. Fair-Star ran to meet him with great pre- 

eipitation, crying with joy, and ſaying, * Do you 
believe I thank you, dear brother? No, there is 
i * pothing that I do not buy too dear, when I expoſe 
«you to fetch it.“ And there are no dangers I 
„would not hazard (anſwered he) te give you the 
« lealt ſatisfaction. Accept, Fair-Star, of this 
fruit, none deſerves it ſo much as you.” Bright 
Sun, and his brother came juſt then and interrupt - 
ed their converſation, and were glad to ſee their 
brother again, who gave them an account of his 
journey, which laſted till morning. 

The wicked Feintiſa having left the queen, af - 
ter having acquainted her with her projects, was 
juſt. retired home and. got to bed, but could not 
ſleep through her uneaſineſs one wink. When ſhe 
beard the ſweet ſinging of the apple, and not , 
doubting but that he had obtained it, cried and 
een her condition, ſcratching her face, and 
tearing off her hair, Her grief was extremely 
great; for inſtead of doing the princes the miſ- 
chief the projected, the did them all the, ſervice , N 

ima - 
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imaginable; As ſoon as it was day, ſhe was too 
well informed of the prince's return, and upon 
that hurried away to the queen-mother ; * Well, 
« Feintiſa (ſaid that princefs) do you bring me any 
good news, are they deſtroyed?” No, Ma- 
6 v3 (replied ſhe) caſting herſelf 'at her feet: 
But let not your majeſty be impatient ; I have a 
« thouſand ways yet left. Ah wretch! (ſaid the 
| queen) thou intendeſt to betray me, and there- 
| © fore ſpareft them: Feintiſa preteſted to the con- 
trary ; and when ſtie had appeaſed her, returned 
home, to think of what was to be done next. She 
let ſome days paſs without undertaking any thing: 
When being informed by her ſcouts, that the prin- 
ceſs was walking in the foreſt ' alone, expecting her 
brothers, ſhe went thither : and addreſſing berſelf 
to her, ſaid, * Charming Star, I have been inſorm- 
© ed that you have got the ſinging apple, and was 
© overjoyed to hear of it; for I have ſo great an in- 
© clination for you, that I am intereſted in what- 
ever tends to your advantage. And continued 
© ſhe) I cannot ſorbear adviſing you to one thing 
* more.” Ah (ctied the princeſs,” getting from 
© her) keep your advice to yourſelf, for though the 
* benefits I receive be great, yet they make not 
* 2mends for the trouble and uneaſineſs they have 
* cauſed me,” * Uneafinels is not ſo great an evil 
© (anſwered ſhe with a ſmile) there is a ſweet- 
* nels and tenderneſs in it.” * Forbear, ſaid Fairs - 
Star) I tremble when I think on it.“ Indeed 
* (faid the old woman) you are very mach to be 
* pitied, to be the moſt beautiful and wittieſt lady 
in the world,” I deſire once more (ſaid the 
* princeſs) to be excuſed, I know tov well the con- 
dition the abſcence of my brother reduced me 
to.. © You muſt, notwithſtanding be told (ſaid : 
8 Feintiſa) that you want the little green-bird that 
5 * tells every thing, by which you will be in- 
Ng * formed - 
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informed of your birth, and your good and ill 


fortune; there is no particular thing he does 
not diſcover; and when the world ſhall ſay that 

Fair-Star has the dancing water, and the ſinging 
* apple, and wants the little green bird, they had 
* as gocd ſay nothing.” | | 

After having in this manner, uttered what ſhe 
intended, ſhe retired, leaving the Princeſs melan- 
choly and thoughtful, and ſighing as if there was 
ſomething ſhe deſired: This woman is in the 
right (ſaid ſhe) what am I the better for the 
* dancing water and ſinging apple, if I know 
not who I am, who are my parents, and by what 
fatality my brothers and I were expoſed to the 
fury of the waves? there muſt be ſomething ex- 
traordinary in our births, that we ſhould be 
abandoned in the manner we were, and receive 
ſo evident a protection from heaven. How great 
a pleaſure would it be to me to know my father 


„ © „ „ „ „ 


* 


and mother, to love them if they be alive, and 


to honour their memory if dead?“ Thereupon 
tears trickled down her cheeks, clear as drops of 
morning dew, diſtilling upon lilies and roſes, 
Chery, who was always more impatient to ſee her 
again than the other two, made the moſt haſte, af- 
ter the ſport was over, to return home: that day 


be was a-foot, his bow hung negligently by his 


fide, ſome arrows he held in his hand, and his 
hair was tied with a ribband behind him: and in 
this warlike dreſs he looked charmingly pleaſing. 
When the princeſs ſaw him, ſhe Tetired to a dark 
Ihady walk, that he might not perceive thoſe cha: 
racters of grief in her face. But nothing can 
elcape a lover's eye; for the prince looking upon 
her, ſoon knew ſomething was the matter. Where- 
upon he was diſturbed, and deſired her to tell him 
what it was; but ſhe refuſing with obftinacy, he 
turned one of his arrows againſt his breaſt, oa | 

4 | | Sinte 
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* Since you love me not, Fair-Star, I have nought 
* todo but die. By this means he (as I may ſay) 
extorted the ſecret from her: but on theſe condi- 
tions, that he ſhould not with the hazard of his 
life ſeek to ſatisfy her deſires: all which he pro- 
miſed But as ſoon as ſhe was retired to her cham- 


ber, and her brothers to theirs, he went into the 


ſtable again, and mounting his horſe, ſet out with- 
out ſaying a word to any one, When it was known 
the next morning, the whole family was in the 
utmoſt conſternation. The king, who could not 


forget, ſent to invite them again, and they re- 


turned the ſame excuſe again of their brother's 
being abſent, and that they could have no pleaſure 
and ſatisfaction without him; but that upon his 
return they would not fail to pay their devoirs. 


The princeſs was inconſolable ; the water and apple 


could not charm her, nothing was agreeable with- 
out Chery. 

The prince wandered up and down, aſking all he 
met where he might find the little green bird; but 


no body could tell him, till he aſked an old man, 


who taking him home with him, took the pains to 
look over his books and a globe which he had 
made the ſtudy of his life; and then told him it 
was in a frozen climate, on the point of a fright- 
ful rock, ſhewing him all the roads to it. The 
prince, by way of return, preſented him with a 
purſe of jewels he had combed out of his hair; 
and taking leave of him, purſued his journey, To 
be ſhort, one morning by ſun-riſe, he perceived 
the rock, which was very high and craggy, and 
on the top of it the bird talking like an oracle, 
telling moſt ſtrange things. He thought he might 
catch it with little trouble, ſince it appeared to be 
very tame, hopping from one place to another, 
He alighted off his horſe, and climbed up without 
making any 1 eee N and F PENS 
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the moſt ſenſible pleaſure; when all on a ſudden, 
the rock opened and he fell, as motionleſs as any 
ſtatue, into a large ha!; ſo that he could neither 
bemoan nor complain of his deplorable adventure. 
There he found three hundred knights, who hay- 
ing made the ſame attempt as himſelf, were in 
the ſame condition, being. only able to look at one 
another. | | 
Ihe time of his abſence ſeemed” long to Fair 
Star, that ſhe ſell extraordinary ill; and the phy- 
ſicians pronounced her to be devoured by deep me- 
lancholy. Her brothers who loved her tenderly, 
wauld often tell her the cauſe of her illneſs; upon 
which ſhe confeſſed, that ſhe reproached. herſelf 
night and day for Chery's departure: and that ſhe 
was ſure ſhe ſhould die, if ſhe heard no news of 
him. Bright-Sun moved by her tears, reſolved to 
go and ſeek his brother; and accordingly knowin 
where the bird was, ſet out, approached it with th 
ſame hopes, was ſwallowed up by the rock, and 
fell into the great hall, where the firſt” object he 
fixed his eyes on was Chery; but could not ſpeak 
to him. In the mean time Fair-Star grew better, 
hoping every minute to ſee her two brothers re- 
turn; but being deceived therein, her grief re. 
newed, and ſhe complained inceſſantly, accuſing 
herſelf for the diſaſters that befel her brothers; 
when prince Felix, having no leſs compaſſion on 
| her, and concern for his brothers, reſolved to go 
and find them; and acquainted her therewith. She 
at firſt ſeemed to oppoſe it; but he replied, that 
it was juft that he ſhould expoſe himſelf for thoſe 
who were fo dear to him; and then ſet out, after 
taking his leave of the princeſs, whom he-left a 
prey to the moſt piercing grief, 

When Feintiſa knew that the third prince was 
gone, her joy had no end, but away ſhe ran to the 
queen, and promiſed her with more aſſurance 
EN than 
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than ever, to diſtroy this unfortunate family, Felix 
fared the ſame fate with Chery and Bright-Sun ; he 
found the reck, ſaw the bird, and lell into the 
hall, where he knew the princes he fought and law 
them ranged in niches, I hey never ſlept, nor eat, 
but remained in that condition, having only their 
thoughts at liberty. Fair Star ſeeing none of her 
brothers return, was inconſolable, and reproached 
herſelf for ſtaying ſo long aſter them ; -and with» 
out any longer heſitation ordered their ſervants 
to ſtay ſix months; and if neither {he nor her bro- 
thers returned in that time, to go, and acquaint the 
corſair and his wife with their deaths. I hen dreſ- 
{ing herſelf in men's clothes, as moſt fitting to 
ſecure her from all inſults in her journey, Feintiſa 
had the pleaſure to ſe her go upon her horſe Has 
bella ; and immediately after ran full of joy to the 

alace to regale the queen with the news. Faire 

tar only armed herſelf with a head-piece, the viſor 
of which ſhe never liſted up, becauſe her beauty 
was ſo perfect ſhe could not otherwiſe have paſt 
for a man. She ſuffered very much by the rigour 
of the weather; for that country where the green 
bird lived, in no ſeaſon ever received the happy 
influence of the ſun: but cold, nor anything elſe 


could diſmay her. In her way ſhe faw a dave no 


leſs white nor cold than the ſnow it lay upony 
which notwithſianding her impatience of arriving at 
the rock ſhe could not {ee periſh, but alighting off 
her horſe, took it up, warmed it with her breath, 
put it in her boſom, where it never ſtirred, Fair- 
Star thinking it dead, pulled it out, and looking 
forrowfully upon it faid, what ſhall i-do lovely 
* dove to ſave thy life? To which the -little 
creature made aniwer, one ſweet kiſs, Fair- 
Star, from your mouth, will finiſh what you 
* have ſo charitably began.“ Not only. one (ſaid 
the princeſs) but a thouſand if need be; and ſell 
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akiſſing it.” Upon which the dove reviving, replied, 
© I know you notwithſtanding your diſguiſe, and 
« mult tell you, that you undertake a thing which 
* will be impoſſible for you to effect without my 
aſſiſtance; but do as I adviſe you. When you 
come to the rock, inſtead of attempting to climb 
it, ſtay at the bottom, and fing the moſt me- 
lodious ſong you can think of; the green bird 
will hear you, and obſerve from whence the voice 
comes; then you muſt pretend to be aſleep, and 
I will ſtay by you: when he ſees me, he'll come 
from the rock to peck me, and then you muſt 
take your advantage to catch him.” X 
The princeſs overjoyed at this hope, arrived ſoon 
at the rock, where ſhe found her brothers horſes 
graſing, which ſight renewed all her grief, and 
the ſat down and cried bitterly ; but the little 
green bird ſaid ſuch fine and comfortable things 
to thoſe that where afflicted, that ſhe dried up her 
tears, and ſung fo loud and charming, that the 
princes in the hail had the pleaſure of hearing her, 
which was the firſt moment they began to hope, 
the little green bird heard her alſo, and looked to 
ſee from whence the voice came, and perceiving 
the princeſs, who had pulled off her maſk, that ſhe 
might lie down to ſleep with more eaſe, as alſo 
the dove hopping by her, he came down to peck 
her, but had not pulled off three feathers before he 
was taken himſeif. Ah! (ſaid he) what would 
you have with me? what have I done to engage 
* you to come fo far to make me miſerable? give 
me my liberty, I conjure you, and J will do 
whatever you deſi e in exchange.“ Reſtore me 
s my brothers (ſaid Fair-Star) whom by their 
* horſes ſeeding here, I know thou detaineſt ſome- 
here hereabout,” I have a red feather (ſaid 
© he) under my leſt wing, pull it out, and touch 
the rock with it.“ The princels made haſte” - 
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but not finding her, told the bird he had coſt her 
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do what he had bid her, but at the ſame time ſaw 
ſuch flaſhes of lightning, and heard ſuch claps of 


thunder, together with the roaring of the wind, 
that ſhe was very much frightned ; but notwith- 


ſtanding held the green bird faſt, that he might not 


eſcape her: then touched the rock again a ſecond 
and third time, at which laſt it ſplit from the top 
to the bottom, and ſhe with an air of victory en- 
tered the hall, where the three brothers were, with 
a great many others. She ran to Chery, who knew 


her not in that dreſs, and in an helmet; for then 


the enchantment was not deſtroyed, inſomuch that 
he could neither ſpeak nor ſtir. The princeſs ſeeing 


that, aſked the bird more queſtions; to which he 


made anſwer, that ſhe muſt rub the eyes of all 
thoſe ſhe would free from the enchantment, with 
the ſame red feather : which good office ſhe did 
to ſeveral kings and princes, as well as her three 
brothers: who in return for ſo great a benefit fell 
down on their knees, and called her the deliverer 
of kings. | V N 

Fair-Star then perceiving that her brothers de- 
ceived by her dreſs, did not know her, pulled off 
her helmet, and holding up her arms, embraced 
them a thouſand times if poſſible, and aſterwards 
aſked the other princes civily who they were: every 
one told his awn particular adventure, and offered 
to accompany her wherever ſhe went; to which 
ſhe anſwered, that though the law of knight- 
hood might give her ſome right over therr liber- 
ty, me waved it, leaving them to purſue their 
own pleaſures ; and then retired with her brothers, 
that they might give each other a particular ac- 
count of what had befel them ſince their ſeparation. 
The little green bird then interrupted them, to 
defire Fair-Star, to give him his liberty ; upon 
which ſhe looked for the dove to aſk her opinion: 


too 
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too much trouble and uneaſineſs to enjoy ſo little 
of her conqueſt, Thereupon they all four mount- 
ed their own horles, leaving the other kings, &c. 
to go a-ſoot, their equipages being all loſt, during 
the- many years of their enchantment, 

The queen-mother eaſed of all the diſquiet 
with which the return of the princes and princeſs 
had burdened her, returned her inſtances to the 
king to marry again; and importuned him ſo 
much that he made choice of a princeſs, one of his 
relations. But as he muſt firſt diſannul his mar- 
riage with the queen Linda, who had lived all 
that time at her mother's with the three whelps ; 
the old queen ſent a coach for her and them. She 
came according to her commands, and was dreſſed 
in black, with a long veil that reached down to her 
ſeet ; in which apparel ſhe appeared as beautiful 
as the morning ſtar : though ſhe was become lean 
and pale by not ſleeping nor eating, but juſt to ſuſ- 
tain nature, and out of complaiſance to her mo- 
ther, who was pitied by all. The king relented ſo 
much, that he durſt not caſt his eyes on her: for 
he conſented to his ſecond match purely out of the 
hopes of heirs. The marriage day being appoint- 
ed, the old queen, urged thereto by Lucina, who 
always hated her unfortunate ſiſter, would have 
the queen Linda appear at the feaſt, which was 
to be very magnificent: and the king to ſhew his 
grandeur to ſtrangers, ſent the firſt gentleman of 
his bed chamber to the princes and their ſiſter, 
to invite them to it. 

The gentleman went accordingly, and knowing 
2 extreme deſire the king had to ſee them, find- 

them not at home, left one of his attendants 
to wait for them, and to bring them without any 
delay. The night before this banquet, Fair-Star 
and the three princes arrived, to whom the perſon 


that was left delivered his meſſage, telling them 
2 withal 
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withal the hiſtory of the king's life; how that he 
had married a young beautiful damſel, who had 
the misfortune to be delivered of three welps ; 
and that upon that account he had put her away, 
though he loved her tenderly ; that he had lived 
fifteen years before he would harken to any pro- 
poſals of marriage; but being preſſed thereto by 
the queen-mother and his miniſters of ſtate, he 
had determined to eſpouſe a young princeſs of his 

court, to whoſe nuptials they were invited, 
Fair-Star dreſſed herſelf in a roſe coloured vel- 
vet, bedecked on the robings with diamonds, her 
hair hanging on her ſhoulders in fine curls, but 
tied together with a bunch of ribbons, by which 
means the gold chain on her neck appeared more 
viſible ; the ſtar on her forehead ſhined with all 
imaginable luſtre; and in ſhort ſhe ſeemed too 
beautiful for a mortal. Her brothers came not 
far ſhort of her; and prince Chery had ſomething 
that diſtinguiſhed him moſt adyantageouſly, 
They went all four into an ivory and ebony cha- 
riot, drawn by twelve white horſes, their equipage 
every way fuitable. The king. overjoyed to ſee 
them, received them at the ſtairhead ; the apple 
ſung wonderfully fine, the water danced, and the 
green bird talked: like an oracle. They all fell 
on their knees, till the king raiſed them up 
with his hand, which they kiſſed with all reſpect 
and affection. After that he embraced them, and 
ſaid, J am obliged to you, lovely ſtrangers, for 
your company to-day : your preſence gives me 
6. a ſenſible pleaſure.” Then he led them into a 
large hall, where there were ſeveral large tables 
ſet out with all-manner of rarities and dainties, 
and muſic playing all the time. Soon after came 
the queen-mother with her new daughter: in- law 
that was to be, accompanied by Lucina, and a 
great number of ladies, and with them the poor 
O | queen 
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queen led by a braſs chain about her neck, to 
which the three dogs were faſtened ; who, together 
with them, was carried to a great bowl of bones 
and offal meet, which was ſet out by the old queen's 
command in one part of the hall, | 

- When Fair-Star and the princeſs ſaw this unhap- 
py princels, tears came in their eyes; either be- 
cauſe they were ſenſibly touched with the viciſſi- 
tudes and changes of this world, or by inſtinct of 
nature. But how outrageous were the old queen's 
| thoughts at ſo unexpected a return, ſo contrary 
to her deſigns? ſhe caſt ſo furious a look at Fe- 
intiſa, that ſhe wiſhed the earth would open and 
ſwallow her up; ſo much did ſhe dread her. The 
king preſented the princeſs and her brothers to his 
mother, ſaying the moſt obliging things of them ; 
and ſhe, notwithſtanding her inward hatred and 
concern, received them with a favourable compli- 
ment and a ſmile ; for at that time diſſimulation 
was as much in vogue as now. No mirth was 
wanting during the feaſt, though the king was not 
very well pleaſed to ſee his wife eat with dogs, as 
the meaneſt of all creatures; but having reſolved 
to ſhew all manner of compliance to his mother, 
ſhe ordered every thing as ſhe thought fit. 

When the repaſt was over, the king addreſſing 
himſelf to Fair- Star, I hear you are poſſeſſed of 
* three incomparable things, I wiſh you joy of 

them, and deſire you to tell me how you got 
them,” * Sir (replied ſhe) I ſhall obey you with 
pleaſure, I was told that the dancing water 
would make me handſome, and the ſinging apple 
inſpire thoſe who had it with wit; which were 
the two reaſons made me defirous of them, For 
the little green bird who tells every thing, our 
fatal ignorance of our births made me covet him, 
fince we were children abandoned by our pa- 


rents. To judge of your birth by your perſcns 
3 replied 
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replied the king, it muſt be illuſtrious ; but tell 
me ſincerely who you are.“ * Sir, (faid ſhe) my 
brothers and ſelf deferred that inquiry till our 
return, and then we received the honour of an 
invitation to your wedding, and have brought 
theſe rarities to divert you.” * Iam very glad 
of it (ſaid the king) therefore let us not defer ſo 
agreeable an entertainment.“ What! (ſaid the 
queen- mother, in a paſſion) can you amuſe your- 
ſelf no better than with ſuch idle ſtories, and 
ſuch filly chits and their rarities; I am ſorry 
* your credulity ſhould be ſo much abuſed, and, 
that they ſhould have the honour to fit at my 
table.” Fair-Star and her brothers knew not 
how to behave themſelves at this diſobliging 
expreſſion, but were confuſed and vexed to be 
alfronted before ſo much company: but the king 
telling his mother that this proceeding of her's very 
much diſpleaſed him, defired them to take no no- 
tice of it, and held out his hand as a ſign of his 
friendſhip, Fair- Star called for a ba ſon, and pour- 
ing the dancing water into it, which, by its ſkip- 
ping and jumping, formed waves like a rolling ſea, 
and ſometimes changing its colour, filled all the 
company with admiration, and by its forcing the 
daſon along the table to the king, caſt out ſome 
drops into the firſt gentleman of the king's bed 
chamber's face; who being a man of good mien, 
but of a diſagreeable face (though a man of merit) 
having but one eye, the water made him very 
deautiful, and reſtored his eye again. The king, 
whoſe favourite he was, ſeemed as much pleaſed 
with this adventure, as the queen-mother was vexed 
to hear the applauſes of the whole company. 
After that Fair-Star produced the ruby apple upon 
its branch of amber, which began as melodious a 
concert as if there had been a hundred muſicians ; 

1 which 
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which raviſhed the ſenſes of the king and whole 
court: whoſe admiration increaſed when ſhe ſhewed 
the little green bird in a golden cage, out of which 
ſhe took him gently, and ſet him upon the apple, 
which out of reſpect left off ſinging, to give him 
time to ſpeak: his feathers were ſo bright, that 
when the eyes were ſhut, they gliſtened, and were 
of all manner of ſhades of green. He addreſſed 
himſelf to the king, and aſked him what he pleaſed 
to know. * We want to be informed, (replied the 
king) who this lady and three gentlemen are.” 
O king (anſwered the bird, with a plain and in- 
* telligible voice) ſhe is thy own daughter, and 
two of theſe princes are thy ſons; the third, 
* whoſe name is Chery, is thy nephew.“ There- 
upon, with an unparalleled eloquence, he told the 
whole ſtory, without omitting the leaſt circumſtance, 
The king melted into tears, and the afflicted 
queen leaving her dogs, came ſoftly forwards cry- 
ing for joy; for ſhe no longer diſputed the truth of 
the ſtory, when ſhe ſaw all the tokens. The three 
princes roſe up at the end thereof, caſt themſelves 
at the king's feet, embraced his knees, and kiſſed 
his hand: he with open arms claſped them to his 
heart; and at that time there was nothing heard 
but fighs and cries of joy, When at laſt, the king 
ſeeing the queen ſtand fearful by the wall- ſide in an 
humble poſture, ran to her, and embraced her a 
thouſand times: then took her by the hand, and 
made her fit down by him; but not beſore her 
children and ſhe had embraced as often. Never 
was fight more tender and moving; they were all 
in tears, lifting up their hands and eyes to heaven 
to return thanks. The king made the princeſs he 
was to marry a compliment, and withal a preſent | 

of jewels. But for the queen-mother, Lucina, and 
Feintiſa, they could expect nothing but the utmoſt 
relentment. 
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reſentment, The thunder of his anger began to 
grumble, when the generons queen, her children 
and Chery, conjured him not to put himſelf into 
a paſſion but to paſs a more exemplary than ſe- 
vere ſentence. The queen-mother he made a cloſe 
priſoner for life in a ſtrong caſtle, and Lucina and 
Feintiſa were caſt into a deep naſty dungeon, there 
to remain all their days with the three dogs. 

After theſe three wicked perſons were carried 
a ay, the muſic began to play, and all joy and 


mirth went forward; but none came up to that of 


Chery's and Fair-Star's, who were as happy as they 
wiſhed to be; for the king ſenſible of his nephew's 
merit, compleated the happineſs of that day, by 

marrying him to his daughter. The prince tranſ- 
ported with joy, caſt himſelf at his feet; and Fair- 
Star diſcovered no leſs ſatisfaction. And the old 
Princeſs (who had in a kind of ſolitude ſpent ſo 
many years) alſo partook of the joy, the ſame Fairy 
that had been ſo entertained by her, at the ſame 
moment, went and told her all that happened at 
court, and aſked her to go with her thither. The 
grateful princeſs went with her in her chariot of 
blue and gold, preceded by all manner of warlike 
inſtruments, and followed by five hundred body- 
guards, richly clothed ; and by the way, the fairy 
told her the hiſtory of her grand children, how ſhe 
had never forſaken them, but had protected them 
under the ſhape of a ſyren and dove, and all upon 
the account of the charitably ſhe gave her. The 
good princeſs was every moment for kiiling her 
hand, to ſhew her acknowledgment, and could not 
think of expreſſions to declare her joy. When they 
arrived at court, the king received them with a 
thouſand teſtimonies of friend{hip. The queen 
Linda and her children, were glad to ſee the prin- 
ceſs, and earneſt to expreſs their gratitude and 

obligations 
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obligations to that illuſtrious lady, whom the old 
fairy told them was the kind dove that guided 
them; who to compleat the king's ſatisfaction, told 
him that his mother-in-law, whom he always took 
for a poor country woman, was a ſovereign prin- 
ceſs: which was the only thing perhaps wanting to 
that monarch's happineſs. And to conclude, the 
corſair and his wife were ſent for, that they might 
receive a noble recompence, for the extraordinary 
education they beſtowed on them. 


. 


Under the idea and by the intention of this hiſ- 
tory, is ſhewn, that in whatever manner innocence 
is oppreſſed, yet if they patiently ſubmit and fol- 
low the ſtrait path of virtue, Providence will at 
ſome time or other act in their favour; and the 

wicked will meet that puniſhment their conduct de- 

ſerves, —From theſe examples, who would not em- 
brace good actions, which in concluſion will 
CROWN INNOCENCE WITH HAPPINESS» 
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